SHARTER CITY OF RAYMONDVILLE
MARCH 29th, 1955

To The Citizens of Raywondville

In Novemher 1954, the Mayor and the City Commisszion-
ers of the City of Haywondville appointed a Charter Com-
mission and delegated to 1t the responsiblliby of prepar-
ing a home-rule charter for the City of Raymondville,

'*he Charter Commission has completed its work and present-
ed the completed Charter to the City Commnission, together
with an order, as required by Stale Law, sebbting a date

for the submisslon of Lhe proposed home-rule charter to

the qualified voters of the City of Raymondville for ad-
oplion or rejection. The date set for the speclal charter
election is Tuesday, March 29Lh, 1955. This charter, pre.
pared by the Charter Commission vhlch is composed of fif-
teen citizens in Ruymondville, will give the Clty a modern,
progressive form of government.

he present Lorm of government of the City of Ray-
mondville, namely Mayor-Commisslon lorm, 1s retained in
this charber; however, instead of huving two Commission-
ers, we have four under ‘the oroposed home -rule charter.,

‘he Mayor and Commissioners can, however, by ordinance
oveate the office of City Manager and appoint a gqualified
man Lo 111 the post.

The Charter Commission, 1n prepdring this home-rule
charter, has carefully studled charters of wany clties
in Texas who have had this forwm of government for a long
period of years, together with charters from citles who
have recenlly adopted new charters. We have tried to in-
corporate all progrgsgsive feabtures thal have been used
and proved worlkable in other ¢itles. comparable Lo Raymond-
vlille. : -

Therefore, your Charteér Cominlssion submibs. this howe.-
rule charter Lo the voters of Raymondville in the beliel .
that it glves us a desirable basis for good mhnlcdpal -
government. We believe that bthis. charter widl provide
us with the facilities in the Cfubure “that we-wiil neead
in our industrial growth and expansion. We commend. this
charter to the present City Comuigsion and we racommend
its adoption by the qualified voters of the City of Ray-

mondville. _
For the Charter CbmmiSsianqf
yhehcitquflﬁgymondfi¥1é |
= By Mrs. 1, 6aﬁﬁpn, Cﬁa??many

' /S/MI‘S. g, Cann{jn - 1.--‘.5-_ IO




ORDER CALLING FOR AN ELECYION

TO THE GOVERNING BODY O THE CIiY OF HAYMONDVILLFE, TEXAS:

The Charter Commission, heretofore having been chos-
en to frame a charter for tie City of Raymondville
Wlllacy County, Texas, hereby reports that it comnietad
its work on the 10 day of January, 1955.

The charter, as framed by the Charter Commission,
1s hersby submitted to the Governing Body and the Chart-
er Commisslion hereby respectfully requests that the
charter be submitted to the qualified voters of the city
of Raymwondville, Texas, at an election to be held on
March 29, 19459 .

It 1is recommended that the election lallolb be pre-
pared as follows:

FOR ADOPTION OF TlHEL CHARTER

AGAIRST ADOPLION OF THE CilARTER

Respectfully submitted:

Mrs, B, Cannon /8/

Mrs, HB Cannon
Chalrman of the Charter
Comnlssion




ORDER DECLARING RESGLTS OF PTHE BLECTION 10 DETERMINE
WHETHER THE CITY OF RAYNOSDVILLE SHOULD ADOPT A CHARTER:

On this the 30th day of March, 1955, the Board of
Commissioners of the City of Raymondville of Willacy
County, Texas, convened at ibts regular meeting place in
the City Hall of sald City upon call of the Mayor with
the following members present to-wit: Mary C. Frost,
Mayor; Joe Hodriguez, Commissioner; Frank Bell, Commigssion-
ery C, B. Likin, City Secretaryj and A, F. McCormick,
Clty Attorney.

Whereupon there came on to be considered the re
turns of the election held on March 29, 1959, in the
City of Raymondville, for the purpose of determining
whether the City of Raymondville should adont the chart-
er which had been prepared and submitted by a Charter
Comuission, and it appearing that sald election was in
all respec%s legally held, and that returns of said
election were duly and legally made, and that there
wvere cast ab said election 655 valid and legal voles,
of which number there were cast:

flor adoptlon of the Charter, 335 votes.
Agalnst the adoption of the Charter, 320 votes,

1t is therefore found, declared and so ordered by
the Board of Commissioners of the Clty of Raywondville
that a majority of the qualified voteérs of said Clty
vobing at said election, voted lor the proposition to
adopt the proposed Clty Charter, which is on file in
the City Records, and that therefore this commission

does hereby declare said proposition to-have carried,

and that said Proposed Charter is now the Charter of
the City of Raymondville.

Unanimously passed and approved, this the 30th day
of March, 1955. :

/8/ Mary C. Frost
Mayor, City of Raymondviile

ATTEST

/S/ C. B, Likin
City Secretary, Raymondville, Texas
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ARTICLE

Incorporation, Powers and Territory
Governing Bedy

1

2

& Nominations and Elections :
5 Adminlstrative Bervice :
6 City Planning and Zoning Commission

7  Department of Law

8 JFinancial Agministration

9 Taxation ’ :

10 Condemnation and Speclal Assessments

11 Franchises and Public Utilities

12 General Provislons

THE CHARDRRE OF THE CI1Y OF RAYMONDVILLE
ARTICLE 1
INCORPORATION, POWERS, ARD TERRITORY

Corporate Name and Statue

Sectionl: The lInhabltants of the Clty of lgy-
mondville in Willacy County, Texuss, residing within
its territorial limits, as these limits are now es-
tablished, or are hereafter established in the mann-
er provided by this charter, shall continue to be and
are hereby consbtitutéd a body politic and corporate
by the name of the City of Raywondvllle, and under
that name shall have perpetual successiony may use
a corporate seal; mwmay sue and be sued: may acquire
property within or without 1ts boundaries for any
municipal purpose, in fee simple or lesser interest
or estate, by purchase, gift, devise, lease or con
demnatlion and may sell, lease, hold, manage, and control
such property as 1ts interest may requirej may coop-
erate with the Federal Covernment or any agency of
the government of the United States or the govern.
ment of the State of Texas or any agency of the
government of the State of Texas, or any polltical
subdivision of the State of Texas, Lo accom.lish
any lawful purnose for the advancement of the in-
terest, welfare, health, wmorals, comfort, safety and
convenlence of the Clty or its 1nhabitants; and may
pass such ordiinances as may be expedient lor maln-

procedures of the Board of Commisslioners: Legislation .




taining and promoting the peacé and government and

. welfare of the City, and for the performance of the

functlions thereof} and, excepl as prohibited by the
Constitution and laws of the State of Texas or re-
stricted by this Charter, the City shall have and way
exercise all municipal powers, functions, rights,
privileges, and imm nities of every nature whabso-
ever,

Bnumerated Powers

Section 2: The City shall have the power to
defind all nulsances and prohibit the same within the
city and outside the city for a dlstance of 5000 feet;
to have the power to volice all parks or grounds own-
ed by the city, to Inspect daries, slaughter pens and
slaughter houses inside or outside the limits of the
eity from which meat or mill 1s furnished to the in-
habitants of the city. _

(a) The city shall have the power to license,
regulate, or prohibit the erectlon of signs or pill
boards as may be provided by charter or ordinance.

(h) The city shall have the power to provide for
& sanitary sewer system and to require property owners
to connect their premises wilh such sewer system; to
provide for fixing penalties for fallure to mwake sew.
er connections; and shall further have the right to
fix charges and comp:nsalion to be charged by the
city sewerage system, providing rules and regulations
for the collectlon thereof.

(¢} The clbty shall have the right by ordinance
to adopt and prescribe rules and regulatlions for the
handling and disposition of all garbage, trash and
rubbish within the city of Raywondville and shall
further have the right to fix charges and conpensa-
tion to be charged by the city for the removal of gar-
bage, trash, an’ rubbish, providing rules and regula-
tions for the collection thereofl.

(d} 'The city shall have the power to lay out,
establish, open, alter, widen, lower, extend, grade,
abandon, discon%inue, abolish, close, care for, pave,
supervise maintain and improve streets, alleys, side-
walks, parks squares, public places and bridges, and

‘regulate the use thereof and require the removal from

streets, alleys, sidewalks and other public property
or places of all cbstrvctions and all frult stands,

show cases and encroachments of every nature or chuaract.

er upon any of saild streets or sidewalks.

(e) ‘The ecity shall have the exclusive dominion,
control and jurisdiction in, upon, and over and under
the public .streets, avenues, alleys and highways of

——




the city, and may provide for the improvement thereof
by paving, repaving, raising, dralning or otherwise,
Enumerate& cowers Nobt Jixclusive

"SBection 3: The enumeration of particular powers

by this Charter shall not be held or deemed to be ex-
"~ ¢lusive, but, 1in addition to the powers enumerated

therein or implied thereby, or anproprlate to the ex-
ercise of such powers, it is Intended thut the City
of Raymondville shall have, and may exercise, all powers
of local self-government, and all powers enumerated in
Chapter 13, Title 28, Article 1175 of the Hevised Civil
Statutes of the State of Texas, of 1925, and amendments
thereto and thereafter enacled, or any other powers
which, under the Constitvtlon and laws of the Stale of
Texas, it would be competent for this Charter specifl-
cally to emumerate, All powers of the City, whether
expressed or implied, shall he exerclsed in the manner
prescribed by ordinance or resolution of the Board of
Commissioners,

Special Provision for Damage Sults

Section %: Before the Cilty shall be liable to
damage claim or suit for iInjury to one's person or
property, the person who 1s injured or whose property
is damaged or someone in his behalfl shall give the
Mayor or City Secretary notlce in writing within thirty
days alter the occurring of alleged injury or damage,
stating specifically in such notice when and how the
injury or damage was sustained, and setting forth the
extent of the injury or damage as accuratly as possible.
No action at law for damages =zhall be brought against’
the City for injury to one's person or property prior
to the expiration of sixty days after the notlce here-
in before described has been filed with Lhe Kayor or
City Secretary. After the e piration of the sixty days
aforementioned the complainant may then have two vesrs
in which to bring an action ut Iaw,

Provision Relating to Assignmenit, Exacution, and Carnishwent

Section 5: 'The propevty, real and personal belong-
tng to the City shall not be liable to be sold or app-
ropriated under any writ of execution or cost bill.

The funds belonging to the Clty, in the hands of any
person, firm or corporation, shall vot Le liable to
garnishment; nor shall the City be liable to garnish-
ment on account of any debt 16 may owe or funds or pro-
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perty 1t may have on hand belonging to any person.
Neither the City nor any of its offlicers or agents shall
be required to answer any such writ of garnishment on
account whatever. The City shall nol be chligated to
recognize any assignment of wages or funds by its ew-
ployees, agents or contractors.

Altering Cisy bLimlts

Section 6: Territory may bhe annexed to or ex-
eluded from the City in any manner 1n thils section pro-
vided.

(a) By Pelition: Whenever a majority of the in-
habitants of any torritery sdjoivning the then Clby
Limils of the City of BRaywondville wheo are qualilried
to vote for members of lhe State Legislature, ov in
case there are no qualiffed voters in said territory,
then when persons owning a majority in area of the
Land in said territory desire the annexation of such
territory to laywondville, they may prescnt a written
petition t»n that effect to the Board of Commissioners
and shall attach to said petition the affidavit of one
or more of their number to the effect that said peti-
tion 1s slgned by a majority of such qualified voters,
or in case there-are no qualifi ed voters, sald affl-
davit shall be to the effect that there are no nuall-
fled voters in sald territory and that the persons
slgning said petition own a majority in area of the land
in sald territory; and thereupon the Board of Commission-
ers at a regular session held not sooner than twenty
days after the presentation of said petitlon may by
ordinance annex such lerritory Lo Raymendville and
thenceforth the sald territory shall be a part of Hay-
mondville, and the inhabitants thereof shall be en-
titled to all of the rights and privileges of other
citizens and shall be bound by the acts, ordinances,
resolutions and regulations of sald city.

(b) By the Board of Commissioners: ‘1he Board of
Commissioners shall have power by ordinance to fix the
boundary 13mits of Raymondville; and to provide for
the extension of sdid boundary limits and the annexa
Lion of additional territory lying adjacenl Lo sald
City, with or without the consent of the territory and
{nhabitants annexed. Upon the introduction of such an
ordinance by the Board of Coumissjioners, it shall be
published in some newspaper in Raymondville one time
~and shall not thereafter be finally acted upon until
at least thirty cdays have elapsed after the firsi pub-
1ication thereof. Any citizen of Raymondville, or of
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the territory to be annexed, shall have the right to
contest said annexatiocn by filing with the Board of
Commissioners a wribtten complainbt seltling out the
reasons for sald contest, and after such citlzen or
citizens thall have been gilven an onportunity to be

"heardi sald ordinancei in original or amended form,
alid 5

as s Board of Commissioners in its judgment may de-
termine, maybe finally passed, and the territory so
annexed shall be a part of Raymondville, and the in-
habithats thereof shall be enlbitled to all rights and
privileges of other citizens and shall be bound by

the acts, ordinances, resolutions and regulations of
said clty,

(¢) There shall be set f~rth 1n every ordinance
in and by which territory is apnexed to the City of
Raymondville a clear and definite description of the
territory annexed, either by meles and bounds', or
otherwise, so as to clearly and definitely define the
same, bul it shall not be necess.ry to emiDdy such
description in the title or caption of such ordinance.

A map shall be kept and maintained showing the
municipal boundaries as they exist.

(@) ALl territory anncxed Lo the City of Ray-
mondville under the provisions of this section shall
become and be bthercafter liable for all just and legal

{ndebtedness of the city, withoubt reference to when such

debts were contradted, and the Board of Commissioners
shall have power to provide for thc assesswent and
collection of taxes upon all property within such
annexed territory to meet any such lndebtedness, on
the same basls as other property in the city.

ARTICLE 11
GOVERMNIMNG BODY
The DBoard of Commissioners

Section 1: [DBxcept as otherwise provided in this
Charter, all powers of the City of Raymondville shall
be vested in & Board of Comrissioners consisting of a
Mayor and four Commissioners, to be known as the Board
of Commisgioners of the City of laymondville.

Blection and Tenure of Mayor and Commlssloners
Section 2: BLxcepi as otherwise In this Charter

provided, the Mayor and four Commissloners of the City
shall be elected at large by the quallfied voblers of

p—
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the City of Raymondville at elections to be held for
that purpose, and shall hold office for two years and
until their successers shall have been elected and
gualified. ' '

(r) “he Mayor of the 8ity of Raymondville elected
in April, 1959 shall remain in office urtll the first
Tuesday in A-.ril, 1957, and until his successor is el-
ected and qualifled,

(b} The Commissiloners of the City of Raymondville
elected In April, 1955 shall remain in office and con-
stitute two of the Commissioners of the City, until
the first Tuesday id April, 1957, and until their suc-
cessors have been elected and gqualified.

{c} Vacancies exist in the offices of Lwo commission-
ers by virtue of the adoption of this Charter, and sald
vacancles shall be filled at a special election to be held
not later than 60 days after this Charter goes into effect,
The present Mayor and Commissioners shall order sald
special electiony and in said order shall fix the dale
of the election, specify the polling place or places, and
the names of the offlcers of the election., The said
election shall be conductl:d and held in the manner in
thls Charter provided for municipal elections. ‘he two
commissioners so elected to 111 said vacaicles shall
hold their offices until the first Tuesday in April,
1956, and until thelr successors are elected and qualifi-
ed,

(d) On the first Tuedday in April, 1957, and en
the first Tuesday in April of each odd-numbered year
thereafter, a mayor and two Gonmissloners shall be el-
ected ai eiections to be held for =sald purpose to sve~
ceed the Mayor and Commissioners vhore terws of office
expire on said dates.

{e) On the first Tuesday in fpril 1956, and on
the first Tuesday of each even-numbered year thereafller,
two Commlssioners shall be elected at elections to be
eld for such purpose, to succeed the two Commission-
ers whose Lterms of office expire on said dates.

Qualifications of Mayor and Commissioners:

Section 3: 'The Mayor and the several commission-
ers shall be qualified electors of the City of Raymond-
ville, shall have resided for at least two years next
preceadlng the election, within the corporate limits
of the City of Raymondville; provided Lhat if any lerri-
tory shall have been legally anrexed to and incorpor-
ated within the boundaries of the Clty of Kaymondville
after the going into effect of this Charter, any person
who shall have resided in such annexed territory for
two year's next preceedlng such electlon, and who poss-
esseg all of the other qualifica ions for commisgioner
or mayor herein provided, shall be eligible to be elect-
ed Mayor or commlssioner; but shall nob be in arrears
the payment—of—any texey, or other liatility to the

in
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City. A member of the commission ceasing to possess
any of the qualifications specified in this sectlon,
or any convicted of a felony while lp-olfice, shall

immediately forfeit hls office,. M//p

Ty e
(XE?anciesﬂ/’

Section 4: In case of vacancy in the office of
an elective officér by death, resignation, fallure or
refusal to qualifyi or any otbam_gauggifthe Doard of

Commnissioners shall have acgggcial_elec ion-te £ill §/
such vacancies, such election to be held within forty- b
five days after the vacancy o€cursi and provided \

notice of said election shall be glven by posting

of notice of said election on the officlal bulletin
board in the City Hall, and by the publlcation of
sald notice in one of the offlcial newspapers, ohe
time, at least thirty days prior Lo the date of said
election; provided that no election shall be held to
111 any vacancy occurring within forty-five days
next preceding the gensraj election of sald City.

Salarieé

SectlionS: Unless and until otherwise provided
by ordinance, the Mayor shall receive as compensalion
for his services a sslary of $1200.00 per year, payable
in equal monthly installments, and each Commlssloner .
shall receive a salary of $600.00 per year, payable in
equal monthly installmenbts; provided that no increase
in the salaries of the mayor or commissloners shall
be effective during the term of offlece of the Mayor or
any of the Commissioners in office at the time any such
increase is provided for, and further provided Lhat the
salary set for the Mayor shall never be less than twice
the amount of the salary of each commissioner,

'In addition to the salary herein provided, the
comntission may relmburse the Mayor and Commissioners
for expenssr lncurred in the performance ol addltlonal
duties, provided such additlonal duties are auvthoriz-
ed by the City Commission and further provided that

an itemized statement is furnished of actual expenses
incurred’'. '

rortetture ol Ofrices:

.. _Section 6: The Mayor
shiall absent himselffrom"

any. Commissdoner -who:
many “threecensecutive.

e L T SR
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ARTICLE 111
PROCEDULR 8 OF ‘[HE BOARD OfF COMirISSICONRRS
LEGISLATTION
Meeting of the Board of Commissionars

Section 1: At ten o'clock in the morning on the
second Tuesday of April followlng a regular municipal
election, the Board of Commissioners shall meet at the
usual place for holding its meetings and the newly el-
ected members shall assume the dutles of offlce. There-
after the Board of Commissioners shall meet al such
time as may be prescribed by ordinance of resolution,
but not less frequently than once each month. S:ecial

T A —T——

meetings shall be called by the Cily Secretary upon
written request of a majority ol tha Board of Commiss -
1OReTE o Tpon written request ol the Tayor. Any
SUEHOTIes SHA LT #TETE the subject or subjects to be
considered at the special weeling and no other subject
or subjects shall be there considered. AL meetings

of bthe Board of Commissioners and of Commiltees there-
of shall be open to the pwublic, and the rules of the
Board of the Board of Comwissioners shall provide that
Lthe eitlzens of the City shall have a reasonable oppor-
tunlty bto be heard at any such meeting in regard to

any matlter considered thereat; but the Board ol Commiss-
toners or a Commibttee thereof may be a majorilty Vote oI
ALl IH& TBmDPers authorize an executlve meeting. o

—_—

Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem

Section 2: At the first meeting of the doard of

bt
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be necessary bo adopt any ordinance, resolution, or
order: except that a vote to adjmrn, or an actlon
regarding the attendance of absent members, may be a-
dopted by a pajority of the members present, No mem-
ber may be excused [rom vobting except on matters in-
volving the consideration of his owh of ficlal conduct
or when his Cinancial loterests are lnvolved.

Introduction and Passage of Ordinances and Hesolutions

Section 5: Ordinances and resolutions shall be
jntroduced in the Board of Commissloners meetings only
tn written or printed form, All ordinances, except
ordinances making appropriations and ordinances cod-
ifying or rearranglng existing ordinances or enacting
2 code of ordinances, shall be confined to one subject,
and the subject or subjects, of all ordinances shall
be clearly expressed in the caption. Ordipnances making
appropriations shall be confined to the subject of
approprlations. No ordinance shall be passed until
1% has been read on three separale days, unless the
requirements for reading i1t on three senarabe days
be dispensed with by a vote of not less-than a majority
of all the members of the Uoard of Commissioners,
fhe {inal reading of each ordinance shall be in fuil
unless a writbten or printed copy thexeof shall have
been furnished to each member of the Board of Commlss-
foners prior to such reading. The vote of 'yea" and
"pay! shall be taken upon the passage of all ordinances
and resolutions and entered upon the journal of the
proceedings' of the Board of Commlssioners. The en.
actlng clause of all ordinances ghall be "Be 1%t or-
dained by the Board of Commissioners of the City of
Haymondville, Texas,"

When Ordinances and Yesolutions Shall Take 6Lffect

imergency Measures

Sectlion 6: Ordinances making the annual tax levy.
appropriation ordinances, ordinances and resélutions
‘pertaining to local improvements un) assessments, or.
dinances and resolutions providing for or direcktlng
any 1nvestigation of Clty affalrs, resclutions reguest.
ing information from administrative officers or direct-
ing adwinistrative action, and emergency measures shall
take effect at the time indicated thereln. Excepb as
otherwlse prescribed in the Charter, ull other ordinances J
and resolutions passed by the Board of Commisslioners
shall take effect at the time indicated therein, hut not .
1ess than ten days [rom the date of their pagsage. THe
affirmatlve vote of at leasl a majority of all the
members of the Board of Commissioners shall be requir-
ed to pass any ordinance or resolutinn as san emergency
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Commiszsioners sach year, immediately following the
election and qualificat{on of new megbers of said.
Board elected at sald election, or as socon thereafter
as practicable, the Bosrd of Commissioners shall choose
one of the Commissioners as Mayor Pro Tem. “‘he Mayor
shall preside at all meetirigs of the Board of Commisgs-
loners, at which he is present, and shall exercise
such other powers and perform such other duties aos

are or may be ilmposed upon him by thils Charter and

the ordlnances of the City. The Mayor shall he en-
titled to vote upon all matters condidered by the
Board of Commissioners but he shall have no veto power.,
He shall Dbe recognized as the head of tha clty govern-
ment for all ceremonial purposes, by'the courts for
serving civil processes, and by the Governor for
purposes of military law. 1n time of public danger

or emergercy, the Mayor shall, if so authorized by
order of the Soard of Commissioners, take cowmand of
the police, malntain and restore order, and enforce

Lhe lawj and for that purpose may summon, deputize,

and c¢c.mmand such additional officers from among the
citizenship of the cibty as he may determlne necessary
for the nurpose. During any absence of the Mayor, or
his inability to act, the .ayor Pro Tem shall have

the authority and perform the duties of Mayor,

Rules of the Board of Commissioners

Section 3: The Board of Commissioners shall be
the Judge of the Electlon and qualification of 1ts mom.

. bers and, in such cases, shall have the power to sub-

poena witnesses and compel the productisn of all per-
tinent books, records, and papers; but the decision
of the Board of Commiszioners in any case shall be
subject to review by the courts,

The Board of Commissioners shall determine 1ts
own rules and order of business. It shall keep a
Jovrnal of 1ts preceedings and the journal shall be
open to public inspection.

Quorum

Section Y%: A majority of all the wembers of the

Board of Commissioners shall constitute a quorum to do

business, but a less number may adjourn from time to
time and cmpel the attendance of absent members in such
manner and under such pénalties as may be prescribed

by ordinance. ‘the affirmative vobe ol a ma jority ‘of
all the members of the Board of Commissioners shall




mensure, No measure making or awending a grant, re-
newal or exbension of a franchlse or other special
privilepge shall ever be passed vs an emergency measure,

Authebtication and Publication of Ordinances

Section 7: Upon its Final passage, each ordinance
or resolution shall be authenticated by the slgnatares
of the Mayor and of the ity Secretary and shall be
systematically recorded in a manner a-proved by the
Board of Commissioners. BIvery ordinance imposihpg ang
penalty, fine, imprlsonmenb, or forfelture shall, alfter
passage thereof, be published in caption 1h one issue
of the official paper; and proof of such publication
shull be made by the »rinter or publisher of such
paper, making af{fidavit before some officer avthorized
by law to admlnister oaths, and {iled with the person
performing the dytles of City Sedrelary and shall be
prima facle evidence of such publicatlon and promul.
gation of such ordinance so published shall take effect,
and be in force, from and after ten days after publica-
tion thereof, unless otherwlse expressly provided.
Ordinances not required to be published shall take
effeect, and be in force, from and after their passage,
unless otherwise provided.

Officlal Hewspaper

Section 8: The Board of (ommissioners shall, ag
soon as practical aflter the commencement of each fiscal
year enter into contraot with a newspaper or newspapers
published in the City as qualilied by State Statubes,
as the official newspaper thereof, and to conlinue as
such until another is selected, and shall cause to be

"published therein all ordimances, notlces and other
matiters required by this Charter or by the ordlnances
of the clty to be published,

ARTICLE 1V
! . NOMTINA''TONS AND BLBCTIONS
Munlelpal Elections
Section 1: As provided in subdivisions (d} and
(e) of sectlon 2, of Artlele 2 of this Charter regular

gelections for the cholce of members of the Board of
Commissloners wiose terms of office then expire shall

PPTEL R Y T PP, P

1




e

be held on the first Tuesday of April 1957 and of each
year thereafter. 1The HBoard of Commissloners may, by
resclution, order speclal electlons other than provided
for elsewhére in this Charter, fix lthe time and provide
all means of holding same.

Regulations of Blections

Secbion 2¢: The Board of Commissioners shall make
#ll needful rules and regulations, nol Inconsistent with
thiz Charter or with the elecllion laws of the State of
Texas, for the conduct of elections, for the prevention
of frauds In elections, and for the recount of the
ballots in case of doubt or fraud. The Board of Com-
mlssioners shall provide for any nember of voting pre-
cincls in City elections, as needeéd, but in no event
shall there be less than two electlon preclncts for
City electlons.

Candidates

Secbtion 3: Any person possessing the quallficatlons
for office set forth In Section 3 Article 11 may become
8 candidate for any elective office to be filled at any
regular municipal electlion herein provided for, and have
his name placed upon the officlial ballot for such offive,
oy

(a) Filing with bthe @ity Secretary, not more than
90 days nor less than 31 days before such electlon,
his own petition, in writing, in form, signed and sworn
to substantially as follows:

To the City Secretary of the Clty of laymondville:

I, the undersigned y G0 hereby cer-
tify and petition as lollows:
My street adress is No.
street, In the Ciiy of Raymondville, rexas. I possess
all of the qualifications for the office of
of said City of Raymondville, as prescrlbed by the Charter
of aaid City.
’ 'I.am a candidate for sald office of
to be voted upon at the election to be held in said city
on the first Tuesday in April, 19__, and reguest that
my name be placed upon the official ballot Lo be voted
on at sald election as a candidate for said office, and
I will serve if elected.

Subseribed and sworn to before me this day of
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, A, Do, 19,

(Ttle ol Officer Administering Gath)

The name of the candidate, hils street adress, and
the office for which he ls a dandidate shall be l1nser-
ted in said petition at the places therein provided.

Posting Notice .

Section 4: 4The City Secretary shall at least ten
days before the nrinting of bsllats for each City el-
ection at which officers are to be slected post in a-
conspilcious pldce in his office for Inspsctlon of the
public a"list of the nawmes of all candidates who havae
filed their own pebitions or who have been nominated
bytgetition for the offices to be voted on at such el -
ection,

Ballots

Section 5: The full names of candidales who have
Illed their own petitlons, or who have bezn nominated,
for Mayor or Commissioner or City Judge, In accordance
with the provisions of this Charter, except such as may
have wlthdrawn, died, or become inellgible, shall be
printed on the official ballots as candidales for sald
respective offices, for the electlon alt which the oflice,
or of{ices are to be {illed, which officlal ballots
shall be printed at leust 21 days bheflore the election,
so as to provide for absentee voting as provided hy
law. There shall be printed st the head of the ballot
used al each such election the words "OFFICIAL BALLOT!
and on said hallots there shall be prinbed the titles
of the offices to be filled at sald electlon, and the
names of all candidates for office who zhall be entitled
to have their names rinted on sald ballots 'wnder the
provisions of this Charter shull be printed under the
title of the respective offices for which they are can-

~ didates, Immediately under the title of "Commissicner!

there shall be printed, in parenthesis, the following:

(Two to be elected). ir there be more than one candi-

dabe for any glven office, the ordsr in which their names
are Lo appear on the ballot shall be deberwmined by falr

and impartlal drawing by the City Secretdry, who shall
noetbify the candidates concerned the time and place of

such drawing, and each of sald candldates or his designated
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representative shall be entitled to be present and wit.
ness such drawing. The Board of Commissioners may, not
later than 60 days before the election, by order, pre-
scribe the method by which such drawlng shall be con-
ducted, and how the ordsr of the names on the ballot
‘shall be determined, to indure fairness. Any such or-
der so passed for any previous election, and that shall
not hnve been superseded by another order, shall govern
future drawings for said purpose.

Election by Majority

Sectlon 6: At the repular general municipal el
ection (or any special election) held to {111 vacancles
oceurring in the Cilty Commlssion, candidates for the
offices of Mayot, City Judge, or Commissioners +ho re-
celve a majority of the vobes cast for the office for
which he is a candidate, shall be declared elected.

(a) Should no candidate for a given office, re-
ceive a majority of the votes cast for this office in
the election (Sec. 6, the City Commisslon shall im-
mediately order a special elechlon to be held not less
than ten nor more than twenty daye after the rasultls
of the general election have been declared, and the
ballot shall be prepared in this manner:

1. Where a single office is to be filled, the names
of the two candid tes receiving the highest number of
votes for this office in the election as described 1in
Section 6, shall be printed on the ballot, and the name
of the candidate who received the greater number of votes
shall be printed in the first position.

2, Where two similar offlces are to be filled,
the nawes of the three candidates receiving the greatest
number of votes in the election as described in Section
6, shall be printed on the ballot and he who received
the greatest numher of votes shall have his name printed
int he first position; the candidate with the second
largest number of vobtes shall have his name In second
position, ete,

3, Where two or more candldabes receive the same
number of votes for the s ame offlce, the results shall
be declared a "Tie” and the names of such candidates
shall appear on the ballot and in the same order as:
they a.peared In the election as described 1n Section 6.
The results of this specinl electlon In this 1nstance
shall be declared on the basis of a pleurality--i. e,
the ¢andidate recelving the greatest number of votes
for a single office for which he is a candldate, shall
be declared elected; and /or the two candidates receiving
the greatest number of votes for the offices for which
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they are candidates, shall iie elected.

(b} Any situations arising in the course of these
above deseribed elections that are nol specifically
covered in this Charter, shall bhe dealt wilth as prec
scribed in Lthe general electlon laws of the State of
Texas, :

Laws Govérning City Blections

Sectlon 7: All City elections shall be govern-

ed, except as otherwise provided by this Charter by the
laws of the State of Texas governing general and municl-
pal electlons, so far as same mwmay be applicat:le theretoj
and in event there should be any [-.1lure of the general
laws of lhis Charter to provide for some feature of the
City elections, then the Board of Commissionars shall
have the power to provide for such deficlency, and no
informalities in conducting a City election shall inval.
idate the samwe, if 1t be conducted fairly and in sub.
stantlal compliance with the general laws, vhere appli-
cable, and the Charter and ordinances of the City.

Canvasling Elections

Section 8: All electicns held under this Charter,
whether for the cholce of candldates or for the sub-
mission of questions to the electors, shall be bonduct-
ed in accordance with the general elecltlon luws of the
statey and except as otherwise provided intthis Charter,
such general laws shall be applicable Lo and control
all such electlions. lhe oelection Judyes and other nec-
essary election officials for co dueting all such el
ections shall be appolnted annually by the Board of
Commisgloners, 'The election Judges shall conduet the
alections, open the bdllot boxes, take therefrom and
count the ballots, whether for candidstes or questlons,
and enber the result on the tally sheet as provided by
the general election laws of Texas, or as may be pro-
vided by ordinance. They shall ¢ rtify to the count
so made, seal the tally sheet up with thelr certifi-
cate and return it at once to the City Secretary;
Within five days after an election, or as soon there-
after as practicable, ‘1he Board of Commissioners shall
meet, open the returns, canvass and officially declare
the result of the election as to candidates and ques-
tions, and issue certiflcates of electlon to candidates
elected as herelnbefore provided.




Absentee Voting

Section 9: Such elector shall make application
for an officinl ballol to the “ity Secretary in writ-
ing, signed by the elector, or by a witness. Suech app-
lication shall be accompanied by the poll tax receipt
or exemption certificate of the elector, or, in lleu
thereof, his affidavit in writlng that the same has
been lost or mislaid,

(a) At any time not more than twenty days, nor.
less than three days, rior to dale of such electlon,
such elector making his personal anspearance before the
City Secrelary al his office and delivering to him his
application aforesaid, shall be entitled to recelve
one ofliclal ballot which has been prepared in accor-
dance with law for use in such election, which ballot
is bhen and there, in the office of the City Secretary
and In the presence of City Secretary and of no othsr
person exceplt as otherwlse provided by the laws of
this State:

(b) ‘'The above provision of thils section of the
Charter and the subsequent muanner of conducting such
absentee voting shall conform in all provisions to
Article 2956, Revised Civil Stalutes of 1925, and
amendments thereto.

ARLICLE ¥
ADMINISTRALIVE S -RVICE
Duties and Powers of the Mayor

Section 1: The Mayor shall preside over all meel-
ing of the City Commission, except that in the event of
the Mayor's absence due to 1liness or when excused by
the Cogmission; and the Mayor shall have all the dutles
imposed by and powers ss conferred and provided by
Artlcles Numbers 99%, 995, 996, and997 ol the Revised
Oivil Statutes of the State of Texas as they are upon
the adoptdon of this Charter ora s they may be amended
“in the future, He may also be the DBudget Officer of
the City, il so ordered by Board of Commissioners,

(a) He shdi) have Tull power and authority to
administer official ocaths and other oaths or affirma-
tions in trlals and all investigatlons belng made or
conductéd -before him or the Board of Commissicners,
and in all such proceedings may compel witnesses-to
testify and punish all contempts by flne and imprison.
ment, or elther, in the same manner and to the same
extent as County Judges or County Courlis are nowor may
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hereafter be empowered by law. And all such fines shall
be enforced in the same manner us flnes in the @liy Cor-
poration Court, and when collected, shall be paid into
the Clty Treasury as other fines/

{b The Mayor shall have the power and authority
to summarily dismiss and remove any eimpdoyee or offlcer
appointed by him and shall also have the power, if in
his judgment, it will ve to the best interest of the
City, to suspend any appolntive offlicer or employee of
the Commlssion until action by the Commission upon such
person's removal may be had. Such action to be taken
within 1% days from the date of remova.

City Manager

. SBection 2: The Commission wmay appdint a City Manager
who shall he the administrative head of the Municipal
Government and shall he responsible for the efficient
administration of all departmentsy he may, or may not
be, at the time of his appointment, a resident of the
City of Raymondville, bvt shdll immedlately establish
his residence upon acceptance of his office. He shall
hold his office at the will of the i.oard of Commission-
ers and until the population of the City of Raymondville
shall have reached 15,000 he shall receive a salary for
his services not to exceed {6,000,00 per annum, When
the population of the City of TRaymcndville shall have
reached 15,000, the muximum salary of the City Manager
may be incraased nobl Lo exceed §$2000.00 per annum,

When the population of the City of Neymondville shall
have reached 20,000 the maximuvm salary of the City
Manager may be increased not to exceed $2000,00 per
annust,

(a) V“ity Commission may auvthorize Mayor to per-
form dutles of City Manapger:

The Commission may, by proper ordinance or res-
olution, in lieu of the appointment of a Clty Manager,
confer upon the Mayor the powers and duties of the
City Mana er, and the Mayor, when so acting and per-
forming such dutles, shall be ¢lothed wilth all the
,authority and controlled by all the restrictions govern-
ing the Clty Manager as therein provided; and the City
Commission may allow the Mayor such additional compen-
satlion for his services =s City Manager. in addition to
his salary as Mayor, as may be [ixed by order or reso
lution of the Commisslion, the aggregate of which shall
in no event exceed the limits as set for the City
Manager in Artilcle V, Section 2 of thils Charter,  In
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the event the Mayor shall perform the duties of the City
Manager, he shall devote his full time to the business
of the City/

Powers and Dutles of City Manager

Sedtion 3: The City Manager shall be appoihted by
the Board of Commissioners and shall, under the super-
vision and .control of the Board of Commissloners, be
the chief administrative officer of the Municipal Gov-
ermment and shall be responsible for the efficlent ad-
ministration of all departments. He shall hold office
at the will of the Board of Commlssloners and may be
removed by 1t at any time in the discretlon of the
Board of Commissioners without notice, with or without
cavse, wlithout a hearing and without trial of any kind
amnd without the right of appeal to any officer ar ccurt
or other tribunal, It shall .e his duty, (a) Lo super-
vise and direct all appointive oflicers and employees
of this Clty in the discharge of their officlal acts
and dibies; and he may recommend to the Board of Commis-
sioners the appointment, employment and removal of all
of [icers and employees of the City. He shall have the
authority to témporarily remove all subordimate employees
of the City upon Just cause, for a perlod of not to ex-
ceed 15 days, subject to a hearing with the Board of
Commissloners. All such appointments and em:loyments
shall Le upon merit and fitness alone; (b) to atbount
all meetings of the Board of Commissloners with the
right to take part in the discusslon but huving no vole;
(¢) t+ recommend Lo the Board of Commlssioners, for ad-
option, such measures as he may deem necessary and ex-
pedient; (d) to keep the Board ol Commissioners fu lly
advised as to the financial condibion and needs of the
City; {e) to perform such other -uties as may be pre-
scribed by this Charter or that may be required of him
by ordinance or resoclution of the Board of Commissioners.
The tity Manager shall furnish corporuale surety bond
for the faithful performance of his duties in such a-
mount as may be provided by ordinance.

Chief of Police, Appointment, Powers, Duties, Ete.

Section Y4: ‘The Board of Commissioners shall appoint
a Chief of Police, who shall hold his offlce untll the
first Tuasday in April, 1957, such appolnbtment there-
after shall be for a term of two years unless sooner re-
moved by action of the Board ol Commissloners., He may
appoint one or more police oflicers, which appointment
shall be valid only upon the an-roval ol the Board of
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Commissioners, He shall be responsible for and have
supervision over all other polilce officers or other
emnployees of such offlce.

(a) He ghall have like power with the Sheriff
of Willacy County, Texas, to execute warrants and make
arrests within the territorjdl limits of the City of
Raymondville.

(b) Ue shall elther in person or by deputy ab-
tend upon the Corporation Court while in session, and
shall promptly and fatthfully cause to be exsculed all
writs and process issued from sald Court,

(c) "He shall be active in quelling riots, dis-
order anddisturbances of the peace, within the City
1imits, and shall take into custody all persons so
offending against the peace of the City, and shall
have aubhority to take suitable bLaill for the appear-
ance before the Corporation ¥ourt of any person charg -
ad with an offense againslt the or inances or laws of
the City.

{(d) It shall be his duty to arrest er cause to
be arrested all violators of the publiec peace and all
who obstruct or interfere with him in the exectuion of
the duties of bhils office, or who shall be guilty of any
disurderly conduct or disturbance whatever; to prevent
a breach of the peace, or presearve qui t and good ord -
er, In the prevention and suppression of ecrime and
arrest offenders, he shall have, possess and execute
1ike power, auvthority and jurilsdiction as the Sheriff.

(e) Ne shall rerform such other duties and possess
such other powers and authorlity as the Board of Commiss-
lonzrs may by ordinance require and confer, not Jlncon-
siestent with the Constitutlion and laws of th state.

(£f) The Chief of Police shall give such bond for
the falthful performance of his duties as the Board
of Commissioners may require, and sball recelve such
salary as may be fixed and provided by the Boayd of
Commissioners.

Cily Secretary, Appointment, Fowers, Duties, Etc,

Section 5: The Board of City Commissioners shall
eppoint a Clty Secretary, who may also be the Treasur-
er, Assessor and Collector of taxes for the City; who
shall hold his offilce until the Tirst Tuesday in April,
1957. 'Thereafbier such aspointment shall be for a term
of two years unless sooner removed by action of the
Board of Commissioners, He shall e a competent per -
von, experienced ans wgdll gualilfied to administer the
modern double entry system of bookeeplng and accounting.




(kig quEf {(a) He shall draw all warrants on Lhe Treasurer,
N : countersign the same and keep an accurate account there.
of in a book provided for that purnose,

(b} He shail be the general accountant of the Cor-
poration, and shall keep in the books regular sccovnts
of Lhe receipts and .disburseménts for -the Clty, and sep-
arately under proper heads, each cause of receipt and
disbursement, and also accounts wlth each person.includ-
ing officers who have money transactions withthe City,
crediting accounts allowed by proper authority and svec-
ifying the particular transaction to which sueh entries
apply.,

' (c) He shall keep a register of bonds and bills
issued by the City, and all evidence of debt due and
payable to 1%, noting the particularvs thereof, and all
facts conndcted therewith, as they occur,

(d) He shall carefully keep all contracts made by
the City Commission; and he shall perform all other duties
as may be required of him by law, ordinance, resolutlon
or under the Cilty Commission. ,

(e) He shall furnish such Corporation Surety Bond
or security for faithfu) discharge of the duties of his
office as wmay be prescribed by the City Commission and
shall recdive such salary or compensatlon as may be
determined and fixed by the City commisslion.

{(f) He shall do and perform such other acts and
dutles as the Board of Commissloners may requilre by or-
dinance or resolution.

Treasurer, Assessor and Collector of Taxes
Fowers, butles, Bte.

Section 6: The Board of Commissloners shall have
the pover and authority to appoint a Treasurer and or
a Tax A ssessor and Collector of the City, and to separate
and consolidabe the offices of Cit; fecretary, City Treas-
erer and Tax Assessor and Colleckor of the City when
deemed by them to be expedient and Lo the besl interests
of the citizens of the city. lle or they shall hold office
or offices for a period of two years.

(a) 1lle or they shall furnish such Cororation
Surety bond or securlty for faithful discharge of the
duties of his or thelr offlice or offlces as may be pre.
scribed by ordinance or resolution of the Board of Clty
Cowmigsioners, and s all recelve such salary or compen-
sation as may be determined or fixed by the Board of
Commissioners.

{b) He shall carefully prepara ad valorem tax in-
ventories wovering each and every plece or parcel of tax-
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able property located withln Lhe Corporate Limit of the
City. e shall recelve at his office all renditions
there tendered him by owners or agents of taxable pro.
perty, administer ocaths thereto, bebween Jonuary first
and April first of 'each year. lle shall wake asgsessment
of all taxable property o the owner or agent thereof
where known and when the owner or agents are unknown,
then assessment of such property shall be listed as
unknown. Such assessments shall be as further provid.
ed by the General Laws of the Stalte relating to Clties,
Towns and Villages, He shall also be Secretary of the
Board of lqualization, delivering all assesswent rotls,
tax rolls, block books, atc. to sald Board of Equaliza-
tlon of such days as it first convenes as set hy Lhe
governing body of the City. Ille shall record and keep
record of all actions of saild Board, in a journal for
that purpose. He shall give writben notice to those
whose valuatlons have been lncreased and have duly
rendered thelr property. He shall complle the tax
rolls, rendered and unrendered on forms provided and in
the manner direcled by the general accountant of the
City or ordinances of the Board of Commisslioners. He
shall make out and mail current and delinquent tax
notices on forms nrovided and in the manner directed
by the general accountant or ordinances of the Board

of Commissioners. He shall revlve and collect all tax
monles, ad valorem, penalties, interest and cost there-
of , Occupatlon Yax, Llcense [ees, issving receipt there.
f6r on forms provided and in manner directed by the gen-
eral accountant of the City or ordinances of the Board
of Commissioners. He ghall make proper record of all
such collections, totaling and balancing Cash Collect-
ed against each source of collection, reconciling total
cash collected against total of all souvrces of monies,
daily deliver all such collections together with such
computations to the Treasurer of the City, daily taklng
theTreasurer's receipt therefor; he shall do and per-
Torm such other duties us way be reguired of him by

the General Laws of this State an:i ordinances or resolu.-
tions of the Board of Commission rs,

(c) He shall receive all wmonies collected by any
and a1l departmenls or agencles of the Clly whatsoever,
giving such departwent or agency his receipt therefor,
whicli monies he shall deposit dally in the official
depository of the City and in the name of the City,

He shall keep the Cash recelpt journal as provided, en-
tering therein all monies recelved Ly him in the manner




directed by the general accounbiant of the City., He shall
issue and sign all checks or vouchens and cnly when
authorized to do gso by ordilnances or resolutions of the
Board of Commissioners, He shall record all such lssued
checdks or vouchers in a disbursement jJournal provided

for that rurpose and in the manner directed by the gen-
eral accouhtant of the City. Ue shall report to the
~pard of Commissioners on or before the first meeting
thiereof in April of each year or uas soon thereaflter as

is practicuble, the amount of recelpts and expendlivres
of the Cibty Treasury, the amovrnt of woney on hand in
ench fund, and the amount of bends cor varrants falling
due for the redemption of which provisions must be madej
also the amount of interest to ba paid the next fldcol
year, and vhensoever at other times he may be required

by the Board of Commissioners to do so. ie shall do and
perform such other duties as may be required of him by
the General lLaws of this Staute and ordinances and re-solu-
tions of the Board of Commissioners,

Regignation of Officers
Section 7 Hesignation of any officer aunthorized
by this Charter to be elected ~ra csolrted shall be
made to the Board of Commissioners In wrlting; subject
to theldr appproval and acceptance,
ARTICLE VI
ClTY PLANKING AND ZUNING CUMHISSTUN

Bstablishment, Mewbership, Duties, Terms

Section 1¢ The Board of Commissioners may-at any
time after the adoptisn of the Charter establish and

maintaln a City Planning and Zoning Commission of Flve //
members, to serve, without compensation, and to have

such powers and duties as the Loard of Commissioners 3
may prescribe relative to City Planning and Zoning unter .
the authority of Article 1011A, to 101LJ, BRevised Civil

Statutes of Texas, 1925. The ferm of each of the five

appointed members shall be 5 years; except that of Uhe

five members first appointed, one shhll bLe appointed

for a term of one year, one {or a berm of two years,

one for a term of thrae years, and one for a term of

four years. Any vacancy in and during the unexpired

ternt of an appointed member shall be filled by the

Board Of Commissioncrs. The Mayor shall provide .the




the Commlssion with the necessary clerical help, offlce
equipment and supilies.

Create Other Offices or Departments

section 2¢ Tle Board of Commissioners shall here-
by bhave the power and avthority to create other offices
or departments, by ordinance, nobt herein speeified, and
to appoint therefor officers or heads of such depart-
ments, provide compensation for such appointees, such
ag Superintenden! or Director of Fublic Vorks, Super
{ntendent of Streets and Parks, Superlntendent of
Water and Sewer departments, may create and provide
for, by ordinance, an independent Utillty Board to man-
age and operate clty owned utilitiesy may create and
provide for by ordinance, a retlirement system for clty
employees and participate 1n and Joln with Lhe Texas
Municipal System as provided by Spale Law,

ARTICLE V11
DEPARTMENT G LAY,
Clty Attorney

Section 1: The “oard of Commissicners shall appeint
a city attorney who shall be gualified atlorney-at-law
who is licensed to practioe in the State of Texas. The
City Attorney shall recelve for his services such compen-
sation as may be fixed by the Commissioners and shall
hold his office until his successor 1s aprointed and
qualified.

City Atborney Powers-and bulles

Section 2: The City Attorney shall be the chiefl
legal adviser of the Board of Commlssioneis, of all
offices, department s and agencles and af ail offlcers
and empioyees in mat ers r:lating to Lthelr officilal
powers and dvties. lle shall represent the Clty in all
legal proccedings. 1t shall be his duty to perform all
services incident to hils positlon as way be required
by statue, by thls Charter or by ordilnance.

Removal ¥From Ulfico

Bection 3: The City Attorney shall be removalhle
at any time during his term of office at the will and
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pleasure of the Board of Commissloners. The Clty Atlor-
ney in office when this Charter goes into effect shall
hold office until the first Tuesday in Aprll, 1957, sub-
Jeet te removal as hereln provided,

" Other Provislons.

Section 4: The Board of Commissioners may employ
any counsel other than the City Attorney as they may deem
advisable to assist the City Attorney or to represent
the Clty in any speclal cases in which the Clty may be
involved in litigation, when the Hoard of Commissioners
feels the need for the advise of a speclalist in sdme
field of the law suvch as bhond law altorneys, paving
assessmwet attorneys, etc.j and they, the voard of Com-
missioners may also employ abttorneys to collect or as-
518t 1In the collectlon of the dellnguent taxes of the
City, but if an ..ttorney be employed to collect delin-:
quent taxes, his fee mway not exceed 15% of all delln-
quent taxes which he collects or assists In the collect.
tion of,

Corperation Court

Section 9: There shall be a court for the trial of
mlsdemeanor offenses khown as bthe "Corporation Court of
the City of Raymondville " with such povers and duties
as are given and prescribed by the lawg of the S,atke of
Texas,

“{(a) Thers shall be a magistrate ol said Coreratilon
Court laiown as the city judge who shall be elected to
of fice as provided in Section 5, Article Y4 of this Charter,
Hls term of office shall be for btwe years and he shall
passess the same qualificalions of office as provided
in this Charter for the Mayor and Commissiconers, All
costs and fines imposed by the Corporation Court, ar by
any other court in cases avpesled from jJjudgments of tGhe
Corporation Couvrt, shall be pald into the City Treasury
for the use and benefit of the City. The Clty Judge
shall receive such compensation as may be provided by
ordinance from time to time. 1In bhe event of vacancy
in the offlce of City Judge, the same shall be {llled
as herelin grovided. :

ARTICLYE Vil
FIMANCTIAL ADMIi ISTRATION

Birector of IMinance




Section L+ 'tThe Board of Coumissioners shall have
the power and authorilby to create a department of fin-
ance when by it deemed expedient and to the best inter-
ests of the citizens to do so provided, however, 1 atl
least 10 % of the gualified electors of the clty vob-
ing at the last municipal electlon at which the Mayor
was elected; petition the Board of Commissloners %o
create this department,

a When such department is so crested. there shall
he a director thersol whi ; e elected to such offlce

as provided in Article % of this Charter. OSuch Diractor
of Finance shall be qualifled to do municipal accounting,
versed in tax matters and shall have had experience in
budgeting, and, financlal conirol, MHe shall provide a
Corporate Surety bond in such an amount as the voard of
Commigsioners may reguire of him fcr the falthful per-

fermagee of R ullies and acts,
) In lieu of EThe c¢reation of a Department of Fin-

ance by the Board of Commissloners sald Board shall del-
egalte such acts and duties hereln nroviddd by this article
and sections thereof as the acts and duties of any now
existing office or offices, such delegation and deline-
ation shall be done by ordinance or resoclution,

. Powers and Duties

Section 2: ‘I'ne director of finance shall have
charge of the administration of the flnanclal affairs
ol the city and to that end he shall have authority and
ghall be required:

(a) 7To prepare the budget, as ovilined in Bection
3, 4, and 5 of this Aifticle, nnd Lo assist the designa-
ted aofficer in its execullon after avthorization by the
Board of Commissioners, as required by Section 6,

(b)Y Yo maintain accounting control over the fin-
ances of the City Covervmenl, for which purpose 1t 1is
empovered Lo operate a set of general accounts embrac -
ing all the financial transactions to the City, and such
subsidiary accounts and coskt records as may be required
by ordinance or by the Director of finance for purposes
of administrative direction and financial controlj to
prescribe the forms of receipts, vouchers, bill, or
claims to be filed by all departments and agencles of
the City government; to examine and approve all con-
Aracts, order, and other documents by which the Cily
incurs financial obligations, having a scertained before
approval that monles have been duly appropriated and
allotted to meet such obligations and will hecome avall-
able when the obligatlons hsve hecome due and payable;
to audit and approve all bills, invoices, payrolls, and
other evid ences of clatms, demands, or charges against




the City Government and to determine the regularily,
legality, and correctness of such claims, demands, or '
charges; to make monthly reports on all recelpts and i
expenditures of the City government, to make monthly
reports on funds, appropriations, allotments, encoumb -
rances and authorized paywents, to the Board of Commiss .
ioners, and the head of the departmeni or agency dir-
ectly concerned; to inspect and audit any acounts or
records of Tinancial transactions which may be waln-
tained in any department or agency of the Clbty govern-
ment apart Crom or subsidiary to the general accounls;
and to perform such other duties pertaining to the
financial records of the City governnent as the Board
of Cowmwigsioners may require by ordinunce,

(¢} To control the porchase, storage, ~nd dis-
tribution of all supplles, materials, equipment and
contractual services required by the clty government,
or by any department or agency thereof, in the manner
provided by ordinance; to establish and enforce stand -
ard specificatlons with respect to such supplies, ma b
erials and equipment; to Inspect or supervise the in-
spection of all deliveries of supplies, materlals, and
equipment, and to determine their quality, guanity,
and conformance with specificatiens; Lo huve charge of
svch keneral storerooms and warehouses as bLhe Board of
Commissioners may provide by ordinance; and to transfer
to or bebween Cit; departments suppllies, matarials and
equlpm nt,

(d) To assess all property within the City for
taxation, to prepare tax maps, und tc make all special
assessments for public lmprovements, and to give such
nobtice of these assessments to the properly owners as
may be required by law,

{e) To collect, have custody of, and disburse all
taxes, licenses, fees, and other menies helrnging to
the City government, subject to the provisions of this
Charter and ordinances enacted thereunderj to have cus-
tody of all investments and invested funds of the City
or in posggession of the City 1n a fiducinry capacltiy;
and to keep o record of such investments, and to have
custody of all bonds and certificates unissued or can-
celled, and the receipt and delivery of City bonds and
certiffcates for transfer, registration, or exchange.

Fiscal Year

v

Section 3: The fiscal yeur of the City govern-
ment shall begin on the 1lst day of October each year -
and shall end on the last day of September the follow. i
ing year. BSuch year shall constitute the budgel year b

of the City government, :

T
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Clty Budget

Sectionl4: The Director of Finance shall prepare
sach year, nol laber than August 15, a HWudget to cover
all proposed expendltures of the government of the Ciby
for the succeeding year. Such budget shall be careful-
ly itemized sc 8s Lo make a clear & comparlson as nract -
icable, with the information then at hand, between ex.
penditures included in the proposed budget and actual
expenditures for the same or simllar purposes for the
preceding year, The budget must also be so prepared:
as to show as definitely as possible each of the var-
ious projects for which approprilatlons are set up in
the budget, and the estimated am~unt of money carried
in the bidget for each of these projedts. The budget
shall also contailn a ceomplete Tina clal statement of
the City showing all cutstanding obligations of the
City, the cash on hand bo the credibt of ecch and every
fund, the funds recelved from all sources during the
previous year, the funds availsble [rom all sources
Auring the ensuing year, the estimated revenue avail-
able to cover the proposed budget, and the estimated
rate of tax which will be required,

Budget Filing

Section 5: The budget prepared by the Director of
#inance in the wanner hereinbefleore described shall be
Tiled with the City Secretary not less than thirty days
prior to the time the Board of Commissioners makes 1ts
tax levy for the current fiscal year, and svch budget
shall be avallable for the inspectlon of any taxpayer.,

Public Hearing, Eic.

Seckion 6: The bhoard of Commissloners shall each
year provide for a public hearing on such budget, which
hearing shall take place on some date to be fixed by
the Board of Commissioners, nol less bhan fiftren days
subsequent to the time such hudzet is riled as provid-
ed in Sasctlion 5, and prlor to the time the Loard of
Commissioners makes its btax levy. DPublic notilce of the
hour, date and place of such hearing shall be given.by
the Board of Commissioners 1n a newspaper published in
the City of Raymondville for at least one izsue immediate-
1y preceding the dute of sald hearing, and ank Laxpay-
er of the City shall have the rlght to be present and
participate in such hearing. At the conclusion of such
hearings the budget as prepared by the Director of Fin-
ance shall be acted upon by the Board of Commissioners,




The Board of Commissioners shall have the authority to
make such changes in the budget as In their judgment
the law warranks and the best interests of the taxpay-
ers of the City demand. When the budget has been fin-
ally approved by -the Board of Comnissioners, the budget
as so approved shall be filed with the City Secretary
and taxes levied only in accordance therewith, and n»
expendlture of the funds of the City shall thereafter
be made except in strict compliance with such adopled
budget, except that in case of grave public necessity,
emergency expenditures to meet urusual and voforseen
conditions, whilch could not, by reasonable diligent
thought and attention, have been inclvuded in the orig-
inal budget, may from time to time be authorized by the
soard of Commissioners. Iumediately fter the adoption
of sald budget, or any awendmenl theréto, the Director
of Finance shall file or cause to be flled, a true cony
of said approved bwdget and all amendments thereto, in
the office of the County Clerk of Willacy (ounty, Texus,
and with the State Comptroller at Austin, Texas, In
the preparation of the budget, the Director of Finance
shall have the authority to require the heads of all
departments to furnish such inform:tion as may be nec-
essary for him %o have in order that the budget dover-
ing the expenditures of the City may be properly nre-
pared. Any funds collected 1n excess of taxes levied
for the budget year may be expended [or any purpose
suthorized by this Charter.

Work Program and Allotments

Sectlon 7: Immediately before the beginning of
the riscal year the head of each department or agency
of the City government shall svbmit to the department
of finance a work program for the year, which program
shall include all appropriations for its operations and
maintenance and for acquisition of property, and shall
show the requested allotments 6 suid appropriations
for such department or agency by quarbters (or by months)
for the entire flscal year. The Beard of Commissioners
with the assistance of other officials in the Departmen%
of Finance, shall review the requested allotments in the
light of the work program of the department or ag ency
concerned, and may, if they deem nacessary, revise, al-
ter, or change such allotments before aubthorlzing the
same, The aggregate of such allolments shall not ex-
ceed the total appropriation availoble to said deparbment
or agency for the fiscal year. The Department ol Fin-
ance shall autiorize all expenditvres lor the deparbments
and a-encles to be made From the appropriatlons on the
basis of approved allotments and not otherwise., The
approved allobtments may be revised during the fiscal year
by the Director of Finances. If, at any time during the
fiscal year, the Director f {lpance shall ascertatin that
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the available income, plus fund balances, for the year,
will be less than the total aprropriations, he shall re.
conslder the work pro grams and allotments of the sever-
al departments and agencies and revise them so as to for.
estall the making of expenditures in excess of Lthe sald
income and fund balances. -

Transfer of Appropriations

Section 8: The Board of Commissloners way btrans-
fer any unencumbered a-propriation balance or any por-
tion thereof within a department of agency ol the City
govermment or from one department or agency bto another.

Money to be Drawn freom Treasury in fccordance With Ap-
propriation

Section 9: No money shall be drawn from Lhe treas-
ury of the Clby, nor shall any obligabion for the exvend-
Lbures of wmwonry be Incurred, except i» pursvance of the
annual appropriation ordinance or of such ardinance
when changed as avthorized by thils Charter. At the close
of eachh fisecal vear any unencuirbered halance of an appro-
priation shall r vert to the fuml from which avrpropriat-
ed anl shall be subject to reaprropriati~n; but appropria.
tions may be wmade by the Board of Commissionerg, to be
pail out of income of the curreni year, in furtherance
of lmproveménts or other objects or works which will not
be com leted within suveh year, and any such approprla-
tion shall continue in force until the purpose for which
1t was: made shall have been accomplished or asandoned.

Purchase I'rocedure

Section 10: 3efore the Clty makes any purchase or
contract for supplles, wmaterials, equipment or contract-
nal serviees, opporbtunity shall be given for competition,
under such rules and repulations, and with such except-
lons, as the 3oard of Commissloners may prescribe any
ordinance., ALL expenditures for supplies, materlals, or
equipment, or contractval non-pr:fesslonal serviess In-
‘volving more than §2000.00 shall be made on a wrltten
contract, and such contract shunll be awarded to the lov-
est responsible bLidder alter such publiec notice and com-
petition as may be prescribed by ordinance,

Custody of Clity Moneys

Section 11+ All moneys réceived by any department
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or agency of the City for or in comnectlon with the bus-

iness nf the City gover ment shall be paild promptly into

the treasury and shall be deposited wilth the deposilory

of the City, which shall be selected 2s provided by law

for selecting Cibty depositorles., All interest on moneys

belonging to the City shall accrue to the benefib of the
" Clty government. : ' -

Issuance of Bonds._

Section 12¢ 1he Clty may issue bonds to pay for
any property or public lmprovement which 1t may lawful-
ly acqulire or construct, to pay for any improvement
the cost of which 15 to be assessed wholly or in part
against abutling or benalfitting property, or to fund
or refund any indebtedness oulstanding aﬁ the time this
Charter takes affect for which inadequate provision for
payment has been made; but no bonds shall be issued to
pay current expenses. Tlhe emumeration, in the preced-
ing sentence, of parbdcular powers of the City ip con-
nection with the issuvance of bonds shall not be held
or deemed to be exclusivej and, in addition to the powers
enumerated or implied in the precading sentence, or ap-
propriate to the exercise of suc powers, it is intended
that the City of Raymondville shall -ave ahd nay exercise
the authority to issue revenue “onds for the purchase of
utilitles or-any other self-liquidating asset for which
revenus bonds may- lawfully be issuved. It is intepded that
the City of Raymondville shall huve and may exercise the
aulhority to issue bonds for the construction and maln-
tenance of dams or airports to comparable improvements
or facilities-within or wlthout the City limits., 11
tax bonds of the City shall be authorized by ordinunce
passed by an affirmative vote of at least = majority -f
the members of the Roard of Commissioners and approved by
a mujority of bthe qualifled voters of the Cily of Ray-
mondville who are property taxpayers voting at the el
ection called for the purpose of avthorlzing the 1s-
suance ol tax honds. Such election shall - be ordered by
the Board of Comwmissioners and nolice thereof shall bhe
given by the Mayor, at least thirty days prior to the
date of the election, through publication, in accord-
aflce with the manner prescribed by State Law, in some
newspaper published in the City. Bomls [or the acqulsi-
tion of property, or the construction of improveme: ts,
shall be issued for a priod not Lo exceed the probable
usefvlness of the property .r improvement for which they
are used; but in no case shall bonds be issued for a
tonger period than forty years, A1l bonds herafter issued
by the City shall wature 1in aonval installments und the
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first installment of principal shall fall due and be
payable not later than two years after the date of
issue.

Temnorary Borrowing

Section 133 For the purpose of temporary borrow -
ing, the Beard of Commissioners shall have the power
by ordinance Lo ralse money on the credit of the City
by the issvance of notes or warrants in anticipation
of the collection of taxes or of specinl assessments.
Such notes or warrants may be converted inlklo bonds by
giving publlc notice of intention to do so as provid.
ed by law. .

Contracts for Ciky Improvements

fection 14:  Any City dmprov-ment costing more than
$#2000.,00 shall be execpted by contrack except where such
improvement 13 auvtihorized by the Board of Commissloners
to be executed directly by a Clly -lepartment in confor-
mity with detalled plans, specifications, and estimates.
All such contracts for more than $2000,00 shall be award-
ed to the lowest res-ongible bidder after such public
notice and competitlion as may be prescribed by ordinance,
provided the Hoard of Commissioncrs shall have the power
to reject all bids and advertise again. Alterations in
the contract may be made when aubthorlzed by the Board of
Commissioners,

Independent Audit

Section 1%: As soon as practicable after the close
of each fiscal year, an independent audit shall be made
of all accounts of bthe Clty government by Certified "ub-
lic feccountanls, selected by the Board of Commissioners,
who have no personal interest directly or indirectly, i1b
the financial affairs of the City government, or any of
1ts officers. The resulis of this audit shall be publish-
ed fmmediately upon its completion.

. ARTICLEY 1X

TAXATION

Power to Tax

S8ection l: The Board of Cormissioners shall. have
the power under provisions of State Law to lewvy, assess,




and collect an annual tax upon properties within the City.
Assessment and Collectlon of Tax s

_ Section 2: 'The Board-of Commissioners shall have the
power by ordinance Lo regulate the mode and manner of mak-
ing ovt tax 1llsts, Inventorles and appraisemnents of proper-

ty for taxation, and to prescribe the oath tlal shall le
administered to each person on such reuditions «f his pro-
perty, and to prescribe the manner and form of agsessment
rolls, and to f£ix the duties and define the power of the
City hssessor and Collector, and adopt such measures as

the Doard of Commlssionsrs may deem advisable to secure the
assessment of all property subject to taxatlop within the
City and to providse for the equalization of all taxes ass-
ggsed, '

Board of Equalization

Section 3: The Board of Conmissioners shall elth=r
s1t each year as a Roard of Eguallzntion for the purpose
of equalizing assessmenls vpon all property assessed for
City purposes, or shall appoint three residents wao shall
be gualified voters and real property owners as 4 iloard
for that purpose. UThe Board of fgqualization shall ach
under such rules as may be prescribed by ordlrance, 1t
shall be the duty of such Board to examine, and, il nec-
essary, revise assessments as returned by the City hssas.
sor and Collector, to the end that all property within
the Clty shall be assessed as falrly and equally as Jjoss-
ible. Not less than one week belore bthe first meeting
of the Board of Bqualization in any year, notice shall
be given ov the time and place of such meeting by publice .-
ation in at least one paper vublished in the City. Hotlce
ol the first meeting of the coard may also he pglven by
other means. .The firrt meeting of the Loavd of Hqualiza -
tion shall be held on June 1 of each year, or as soon
therealter as practicable., After such first meeting, the
Hoard may adjourn from tlme to time, and vote of adjourn-
ment to a particular time and place shinll be sufficlent
notice of the meeting so held. Any person who way ob -
ject or complain as to the assessment of his property for
City purposes shall have the right to appeal to the Board
of Bqualization elther in person or by aulhorized agent,
and sueh appeal may be made elther by personal appesr-
ance hefore the Board or in writling. The lourd of BEgual -
izatlon shall have power to summon any property owner of
the City before them, to Lake testimony under oalh and
to require the production of books, papers, accot nts nnd




other evidence of the ownershilp and value of property
witain the City. Any person falling to ap-ear before
the Board when sumroned, or falllng to give or produce
such testimony or evildence, shall be guilty of contempt
and may be punished by the Board wilth a fine not to ex-
ceed one hundred dollars. The assessmenlt of property
for the City purposes as vevised or fixed by the Board
of Egqualization after the property owner has had an op-
portunily for hearing as provided by Stabte law shall be
{inal.

Selzure and Sale for Delinguent Taxes

Section “4: The Board of Comwissioners shall have
full power and authority to provide by ordinance for the
seizure and sale by the City Assessor and Collector of
a sufflclent amount of persornal nroperty of any delin-
quent taxpayer to pay all taxes, due on sald personal
property by sald delinquent, to the City, together with
all dnterest, penalties, and costs, wvhich selzure and
sale shall be made withcul necessity of any writ and by
birtue of the tax rolls of suld City, which shall be
sulficlent warrant for said vwurpose, o 4 such shall be
conducted and notice given in the suame manner now pro-
vided by la: for the sale for personal pr.party hy county
tax collectors, and at such sule the purchasers shall
acquire absolute title to the preperty sold,

Advertisement and Sule of Propurty: Delingrent laxes

Section 5: ‘IMe hoard of Commissicners shall have
full power and authority to pass all ordinances necess-
ary to reguvlate advertilsemenls and salez, by the Assessor
and Collector, of personal prep rty upon which taxes may
be unpuid, and to provide for the perpetuabior of all pro-
ceedings with reference to such advertisements and saley

and to pass all ordinances necessary to enforce the collect -

ion of such Laxes.

Taxes--then Due and Payable: Inbterest and Penaltiles

Section 6: A1l taxes, excises and charges hereto-
Tfore levied or made by the City of Raymondville, and
remaining unpaid, in wvhole or in nart, at the tima this
Charter takes effect, shall rewain subjeel to and gov-
erned by the laws of the State, and the ordinancern,
rules and reguvlations of the Cit; of Ra/mondville, now
exlsting applicable thereto. :

{a) A1)l ad valorem taxwes levied by the City of Hay-
mondvi le for the year 1953 and subsequenl years shall




become payable on the Tirst day ol Octoher of soid res-
pective years and delinguent on lFebrnary 1, next follow-
ink the year in which they are levied, shall thereafter
bear interest ab the rate of six per cent per annpun, un-
t11 pald, and in additlon thereto, there shall be col-
lected an additlonal bten per cent vpon the amount of such
taxes us o penalty against the pevson, firm or corpora-
tion failing, neglecting or refusling to pay such ltaxes
by the time Che same began to bear interest as aforesaid,
and costs in the amount of $1.00 =ach year tax is clear-
ed by redemption receipt. Interest, penalty, and costs
shall beccme a part of the tax and collected in the same
manner. In any case in whic: a sult is brought fer col-
leckion of dellpgurent Laxes, thers shall alsoe be charg-
ed and collected an amounl equal Lo 1Y of the. texes,
penallies, and interest dve, as collection costs, und

L e came shall be secured by the lien securing the pay-
ment of such taxes.

(b) A1l taxes due awd to become due to the city
of Raymondville shall be payable at the office of the
City fissescor and Collectwr, and no demands shall be re-
quired to be made uwon any taxohaysr, it being the duty
of cuch such taxpeyer Lo attend at the Collector's office
and pay bis taxes.

(¢) A lien is hercby creaked on all c:roperty, real
and personal, in favor of the City of Ruyworidville for o
all taxes, ad valorem, cccupabion, or otherwise, assess-
ed against such property. Sald Lien shall e:lst from
the first day of January in each year durilng whieh the
tax 1s leived until the taxes sre paidj ruch lien shall
be prior to all other clajms, and ne gift,sale, acsign-
ment, or transfer of -any kind, or Jjudi-dal writ of any
kind can ever defeat such lien, but the assessor and col-
lector of taxes can pursue such »rop-riy and whenever
found muy seize and sell enough thereof to satisfy such
tuxes, or the City way enforce ani [oreclose said llens,
by suit or otherwise, in any court having Jurisdiction,
and may cause all or any part of such properby to be
sold to satlsfy such l axes.

(d) 7The Board of Commissioners may by ordinance
provide that all taxes, elither current or delinquent,
duetthm City of Haymonéville, may be paid in install-
ments.

Tax Lilens

Section 7 'The annual assescment ol taxoes made by
the City of Raymondville upon lunded proserty shall be a
special lien thereon and all property, both real and per-
sonal, belonging to any delinquent taxpayer shall be 1lie
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able to seizure and sale for the payment of all taxes
andgpenalties due by such delinqguenty provided that
ibhe homestead of such dellnquent shall only be llalle
for the {axes, lnterest, penalties and costs due or
accuring thereon,

(a) All real property in the Cily of Nuymondville
upon the first day of Januvary of each year and subject
to taxation by said City, shall stand charged with a
special lien in fdvor ol the City for all taxes levied
against the owner thereof during the year, superior bto
all mortgages and other llens thereupon, except the
liens for taxes due obher publlic toxing units authorilz-
ed by law to levy taxes thercecon and for vhich tax lien
is given by law on such property, and all persons pur -
chasing the same after the first day of January of any
year shall take the same subject to such llen; and the
City may intervene in any suit for the forclosure of
any other lien and assert its right or may instibvte
an independent sult and malkke all mortgages and lien
holdars and subsequent purchasers parties for the pur-
pose of enlarcing 1its lien, or recovering personal
Judgment for i1ts taxes; and said City shall be author-
tzed and 1t is hereby made the duty of the City Tax
Assegsor and Collector to file the proper statemaent of
the taxes in any court or bankruptey administering
the estate of any bankrupi taxpayer,

(b) In all casas where a taxpayer mekes an assign-
ment of his property f£6r the payment of his debts, or
where his property is levied upon by credilors by writls
of attachment or otherwise, or vwhere the estate of a de-
cedent has become insulvent and the taxes asszessed against
such in whole, the amernt of such unpald taxes shall he
a first ldien upon all suech propertyy provided that vhen
taxes are due upon the estale of a deceased person the
1len herein provided for shall be subject to the allovw-
ances to widows and minors, luneral expenses and expen-
ses of last sickness, aod such vnmpaid taxes shall be
paid by the assignee when sald property has bheen assign-
ed, by the sherifl out of the proceecds of sale in case
such proparty has been seired by attachment or other
Mrit, and by the administrator or other legal represent-
atlves of decendedts; and il sald taxes shall not bhe
pald, all said property may be lelved on by Tax Collect-
or and sold for such taxes in whonsoever's hands 1t may
be found.

Personal Froperty~-Removal ani PProcedure

Section 8: If it comes to the knowledge of the City




Assessor and Collector al any time oflber the lavy of
taxes for the year that any personsl property subject
to taxation in the City is abont to be removed from
the City, and the owner of such property has no other
tangible property in the City suffliclent %o satisfy all
assessments against him, the Assessor and Collector
shall, if said property has nol been assessed, pro-
ceed at once Lo assess the same and he shall thereupon
levy upon a suffilciéncy of svch property to sabtisfy
such taxes and all costs and sell the sawe as provided
in the preceding sectlon; and the ordlinance levying
taxes for the year and the assessment made vpon such
property shall be sufficlient warrant for seo dolng and
to vest title in the purchaser.

Tax Suits--Forclosure and Redemption:

Section 9: The Clty of Raynmondville shall be author-
jzed and 1t is hereby given the right to institute sult
in any court in Willacy County having Jurilsdictlon under
the constitutlon and Laws of the State at any time aflter
taxes become due and are delinquent as herein provided,
and recover personal Judgmenl for the amount of taxes
remaining unpaid by any person, firm or corporation, to-
gether with all interesk, penalties, and cosbs, and 1If
any part of such delinguent tax shall be due vpon any
landed or personal property, the Clty shall have the
right in the .same or any subsequen! svli to have 1ts
lien thereon forclosed, and such property sold as pro-
vided by Law for the foreclosure and sale of property
under mortgage or other lilens; vrovided that in all cases
where lands are sold the owner shall have the right with-
in two years from the bte of the Tiling of the tax deed
to redeem his . land from the purchus.r under such judg-
ment, as provided by Ssction 12, Acts 1937, W5th lLeg,

Ch. 506, p. 1949-a, as amended, or as way herealter be
provided by the Laws of Texas or by ordinance of the
City of Raymondville, and falling to do so, the title
of the purchaser shall become absolute withovt further
act or proceeding. The privilege of redemption shall
constitute part of the judgment and deed made to the
purchaser and insuch cases need not e inserted there-
in, ' '
Tax buits~-Parties and Process

v Bection 10: The applicable provisions of the laws
and Bules of Civil Procedvre of the Stale relating to
parties and process in suits for the collection of .del
inquent ad valorem taxes and the foreclosure of the
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1iens thereof shall govern in such tax sults of the Clty
of Raymondville.

Pax Sults--Cltation by Publicatlon and Trdal

Section 11: In all tax suits in which service of
process 1s by publication or postlng, the case shall
stand for trial at the time and in the manner as pro-
vided by law or the rules of Civil f'rocedure in simi-
lar cases, The sullb shall be held in all respects to
be a proceeding in rem, and the court shall here proof,
and render judgmwent in favor of the City against each
parecel of land for the amount of the tax, Interest,
penalty, and costs legally chargeable against the same
and shail foreclose the lien of the City thereon and
condemn the land $o be sold as under executlon for the
purpose of satisfying such judgmenb; provided that for
Ehe purpose of foreclosing the lien of Lhe City on all
lands and lots where the owners thereol are alleged to
be unknown, 1t shall not be necessary to Institule a
seravate suvll against each piece of property, and nll
such property may, if the City so elects, be embraced
in one suit and Judgment entered against each parcel
and condemning the same to be scld as aforesald.

Tax Suits-~i’rocedura

Section 12: 1t shall be competent In all cases Lo
supplement Lhe descriptlon contained in the assesswent
rolls with full proof of the 1dentity of the whole tract
or parcel of land thereln assessed, and ip sults to en-
farce collection of taxes by the Cityg such additional
matters wmay be inserted in the petition and reference
may be made to any map, plat or survey of sald City or
any addition made thereto or to any deed or decree or
other instrument describing the same, wvhich shall be
on [dile or of record in Lhe Genaral Land Office of Texas
in the office of the District or County Clerk of Willacy
County, and such reference shall consbtifute part of such
petition and all sroceedings had in said svlt,

Tax Sulls--lvidence

Section 13: 1n all sults for the collection of
taxes which have been heretofore or which may hereafller

_Dbe levied upon thetax rolls of said Clty a certified

statement mnde therefrom by the Assessor and Collector
shall be orima facie evldence of the truth of all reci-
tation and facls shown by said rolls and shall be held




to be sufficient uroof {subject to rebuttal only by
pleading and proof b defendant) of the following facts,
viz:

(a) That the person, firm or corporation thereln
show to be a taxpayer was such and owned the properly

- herein lisbed, and that such property was subject to

Taxation in guch City and was rendered by such, person,
firm or corporation or by hils or its agent at the value
placed thereon in such rolls, or was unrendered and
placed on the unrendered rolis.

{(b) That the taxes due upon such property were
duly and legally levied for the purpose shown 1n such
rolls and thal the same are valld and unpaid. '

(¢) That allacts and procesdingas required by law
or by ordinance of said City in the manner for render-
ing, appraising and fixlng the values of sald properby
and the giving of all notlces Lo such taxpayers have
each and all been performed and co plied with at the
time and in the manner and form requirved and that all
thdngs that might be construed as conditions precedent
Lo the lawlul demand upon such laxpayers to pay the
amount of taxes in such rolls shown Lo he due by him
or then have been performed at the time and in the moinner
required by law provided that ip the evenl thnt defen-
dant shall show that his vroperty was voluntarily ren-
dered by him, and thzt the valvation of the sume was sub-
sequently changed by the Assessor or Joard of Equaliza -
tion without notice to him or his agent, or show that
said rate of taxation for apy purpose was to uany extent
jllegal, judgement shall thereupon be rendered agalinst
him for ULhe proper amount due, based upon the value of
his property as rendered by him and the amount of tax
which 1s found to be legal.

Cose in Tax Sults

Section 143 1In all sults for the collectlon of taxes
the costs of such proceedings shall be collected in the
same manner provided by law for the collectlion of costs
in suits lor taxes by the state and county.

Tax Sales--Purchases

Section 15: \Wwhen any properly, real or personal, is
sold to enforce the collection of baxes, the Cliy of Ray-
mondville shall not become the -urchaser thareof unless
no one else is present who will purchase the same and pay
the fulil amount due the City, incluiing all costs and pen-
alties, and it 13 hereby the duty ol the Cily Atbtorney as
such bto attend all sales and bid fer the “iby, and upon
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such susle, the officer making the same shall execute to
the City or other purchaser propur evidence of the title
and place Lhe purchaser of personal property in possess-
jon thereofl, .

Assessment of Taxes--Supplemental

Section 16: 1If the Clty Assessor and Collector
shall discover any property, real or personal, which vas
subject to taxation for any year heretofore and which
from any cause had escaped taxation, he shall require
the same to be listed und assessed according to the rate
of taxation levied for the year or years it was omltted
and enbtef the same as a sup) rlement to his next roll
stating the year, and the taxes Lhereon shall be coilect-
ed in the same manner as other assessments and be subject
to the same penaltles; providing thab such supplemental
rolls shall be due at once upon the approval of such
rolls by the Doard of Commlsslovers, and 1f not paid
within sixty days thereafter shall bear interest abt the -
rate of six percent per annum, and may be mllected by
selzure and sdle or suit as herein provided for the
collection of other taxes. ‘

Tax Lien-~-Unrendered Property: Unkpown Owner

Seation 17: . Ihe City hssessor shall 1list all pro-
perty which for any cause has not been rendered to him
for taxatlon in such form ag may be prescribed by the
Board of Commisstion:rs, such valuation v reon as he may
deem Just, provided same shall nobt be higher tlan render-
ed property of like charat¢ter., 1If the owners of such
property are unknown to dhe As:essor, he shall so state,
and such assessments shall be sufflcient warrant for the
collection of taxes due upon sald property by selzure
and sale or suit as herein provided for the collection
of taxes on other property.

Statute of Limitation--legulurities of Procedure

Seetion 13: Mo taxes dve the Cilty of Haymondville

‘shall ever be held to be barred by any statute of limit-
ation and no irregularities in the time and manrer of
making the annual levy of taxes or in making any inven-
tory, list or appraisement, or In making or returning
the clty assessment rolls or the approval thereof shall
aver be held to invalidate any assessment, and all taxes
heretofore levied by the Board cf Commissioners of said
City and which are unpaild, are -hereby continved in force
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and way be collected by seizure and sale of the proper-
ty of the person owning the same or by suit as herein
provided,

Property ubject to Taxation

Section 1%t All proper'y, real or perscnal or mix-
ed, made taxable by the laws of the Stute of Texas, which
1s situated in the Clty of Naywondville on the [lrst day
of January of each year, and all personal property owned
and controlled by persons residing hereipn and taxable hy
law at the place shere the ownar or agent in charge may
resiie, shall be subject to taxalion by sauid City for
all purposes provided in this Churter,

Lawvs Contimwed in Force--lccupabion Yax

Section 20: lhe Lozrd of Cowunissionnrs shall have
Lhe power Lo levy a tax on all cccupations, calling,
businesases and professions taxed by the Stute of Texas
{rom time to Lime to bhe amcunt ol one-hall of occupa -
Lion tax levied by the Etale, and shall huive power by
ordinance Lo provide adequate neans for enforcing the
collection of same.

(a) AL)L laws and parbs of laws new in force pro-
viding for the levy and collection of tuyes net in ron-
Tilect with Lhils Charter relating Lo the City of Buymond-
ville are hereby continuved in full force and ellect.

(v) I the Board of Commissloners shall fail, re-
fuse or neglect to pass an ordinance levylng taxes for
any year, the ordinance last passed levylng taxes shall
be considered in force and a lailure to pass such an
ordinance shall in nowlse invalidate the collection of
any taxes.

ARTICLE X
Condemnation and Special sssessments:
Power of Condemnabion and Special Assessment

Section 1: The City shall have power:

{1) “o acqguire property by condemnation within
or withéut its corporate limits for any municipal pur-
pose, and for the purpose or (a) protecting, preserv-
ing, and facilitating and luprovement, or (b) financ-
ing and improvment, or (c) bringing about such develop-
ment of property along or in the vicinity of an improve-
ment as will make such developmént harmenious withand
adjusted to the improvement, or any combinations of
such purposes,
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(2) 7To provide for the paymenl of all or any vark
of the costs of public improvements by the levying and
collecting of speclial assessments vpon properfies spec-
1ally benefitted, in accordance with aubthorizations pro-
vided by State laws and such amendments as may be mude
thereto,

Special iAssessment Melhod and ’rocedure

Sectlion 2: The method and procedure for debermin-
ing the amount to be assessed, the spread and apportion-
ment of the amount to bhe assessed, and the boundary and
location of the proparty, lots, district or area to be
assessed, for the making and approval of the plans and
specifications, for the notlces Lo property owners and
olher interested partles, for the heasrings, for the conm-
position, organization and procedure of beards of revis-
ion or appraisal, for the levy of the assessment and for
any and all other determinations, steps, measures, resolu-
tlons, ordinances, and actions in relation to the assess-
ment shall be governed by either (a) the provisions of
the special assessment statutes of the State of Texas,
or (bg the provisions of a geqeral ordinance sébting
forth such method und procedure, which general ordinance
may be enacted by the Bourd of Commissioners and shall be
subject to amendwent or repeal, Relative to gai above,
it 1s the intent and purpose hereol to write into and
makke a part of the “harter of the City of Raymondville
the powers, terms, and provisiéns conltained in Chapter
17 of Title 28, Revised Civil Statutes of the State of
Texas, 1925.

Street Imprevements--I.-gislative Acts Invoked

Section 3: As exclusive of the vower described in
this Article and the municipal povers stated or implied
elsewhere in this Charter and wholly alternative to these
powers, the City shall have the osower, by ordinance, to
adopt all and singular the rights, powers, and provisions
of Chapter 9, Title 28, Hevised clvit Statutes of the
State of Texas, 1925.

L

Eminent Domuin

Section %: 1In nddition, or as alternatives, to all
other powers on the sublect conferred by this Charter ar
existing by law, the Cit,; of Huywondvllle shall huve amld
may exercise all the nowers enumcrated in hets 1925, 39th
Leg., p. 334, Ch. 137, Sec. 1, relating to the aequisi«
tion of property.
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ARTICLE X1
Pranchises and Public UE1litles

Powers of the City

Section 1+ 1In addition Lo thye City's power to buy,
own, construct, maintain and operate utilities and to
manufacture and distribute electricity, gas, water or
anything else that may be needed or used b, bthe public
(see powers made a rt of this Charter in Article I, Sec-
tion 2), the City shall have further powers as may ble
now or hereafter granlted under the constitution and laws
of the Stale of Texus

Franchiases: Power of Board of Commissioners

Sedtion 2: ‘1he Board of Commissioners shall have
power by ordinance to grani, amend, renew. and extend
all franchises of all publie vtillities of every charac-
ter operating within the City of Raymoniville and for
such purpose 1s granted full power, provided this does
not authorize or allow amendment to a valid existling
frapchise that would be effectlve to impair or rsduce
the rights of the holder Cherecf without the consent
of such holder. All ordinances granting, amending, re.
newling, or extending franchises for public utilitles
shall be read at three sepuarale regular meetings of the
soard of Commissioners, and shall not bhe finally pass-
ed untll Lhirty days after the rirst readlng; and no
such ordinance shall take effect until sixty days aflter
1ts final passage; and pending suct time, the full text
of such ordinance shall be publlshed once each week for
Tour consecutive weeks in the official newspaper in the
City of Raymondville, and the expense of suvch publica-
tion sball be borne br the proponent of the franchise.
No phblic utility franchise shall he trarsferrable ex
cept with the approval of the Board of Commissioners
by ordinance. |

Right of Regulation

Section 3: All grants, renewals, exlensions, or
amendments of public vtillty franchises, whether it be
so previded in the ordipance or nobt, shall be subject
Lo the right of the city:

(a) To repeal the same by ordinance at any time
for Tailur: Lo -begin construction or operatlion within
the time prescribed or otherwise to cotiply vith the
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terms of the franchlse, such power Lo be exercised only
after due netice and hearlng.

() To re uire proper and adequate extension of
plant and servlce, and the maintenance of the plant and
{ixtures at the hipghest reasonable standard of efficiency.
To establish reasonable standards of service and guality
of produects and prevendt wnjust discrimination in service
or rates,

(¢) nat any time to examine and audit the accounts
and other records of any suc. ulility and to require an-
rual and other reports on local vperations by each public
vtility. : ’

{d) Teo impose such reasonable regrlations and re-
strictions as may be deemed desirable or conductive to
the salety, welfare, and accomodation of thie public.

{e) to at any btime reqguire such compensation and
rental as may be rermitbed by the laws of the State of
Texas, '

Consentl. of Property Cwners

Section 4: 'the consent of abutting apd adjacent
nroperty owners shall not be reguired for the construct.
ion, extension, maintenance or nperation of any public
utility; but nothing in this Chart-r or In any franciise
granted thercumler shall ever be construed to deprive
any such property ovner of any righl of action for dam-
age or imjury -to his property as nov or hereaflter »ro-
vided by law,

Extensions

Section 5: ALl extensions of public utilities with-
in the ¢ity 1imits shall become a part of the aggresgate
property of the public uwtility shall be operated as such,
and shall be subject to all the obllgations and reserved
rights contained in thls Charter and in any original
grant hereatfter made, The right fto vse and maintaln any
extension shall terminate with the origilnhal granbt and
shall be termlnahle as provided in Section 3., In case
of an extension of public utility operated under a fran-

vchilse hereafter granted, such right shall be terminable
at the same time and under the same contitlons as the
orlginal grant.

Other Conditlons

Section 6+ ALl franchlses heretofore granted are
recognized as contracts between Lhe City of Ruy mondville
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and the grantee, and the contractual rvighta zs c-~ntained
in any suvch franchises shall not be dmpaired by the pro-
vislons of this Charter, excepl the geureal power of Lhe
City heretofore eristing and provided ror to regulate the
rates and services of a grantee., FEvery public ubtility
franchise hereaflter granted shall be held subject to all
the terms and conditions contained In the various sectlons
of this articley whether or nol such terms are specifi-
cally mentioned in the franchise. Hothing in this Charter
shall operate to limit in any way as specifically stabed
the discretion of the ~oard of Commissloners or the electors
of the Cilty in imposing terms and co ditions as may bhe
reasonable in connection with any franchise grant.

4

Franchilse Records

Section 7 Within six months after this Charter
takes elfect every public vtillly and every owner of a
public vtility franchilse shall file wibth the city, as
many as may be prescribed by ordinance, certifled coples
of all franchlses owned or claijwed, or under which such
utility is operated. 'The Ulty shall compile and main-
tain a sublic record of mmblic vtility franchises,

hecounts of Municlpality Owned Ubilities

Section 8: .ccounbs shiadll be kept for each public
ubility owned or operuated by the Ulbty in such manner us
to show the true and comnlete financiul resvlts of such
clty ownership and operation, including all nssets, app-
ropriately subdivided Into dirffer~nt classes, 21l liabll-
ities subdivided hy classes, deprefiation preciated re-
s5erve, other reserves and surplus: also revenves, opera-
ting expenses including Jepreclatisn, interest payments,
rental and other disposition of annual 1 come. The
accounts shall show the actual capital cost to the city
of each public vtility owned, alsc the cost of the ex-
tensions, additions and improvements, and the source of
the funds expended [or such capital purpuses. They shall
ghow as nearly as possible the cost of any service fur.
nlshed to or rendered by any such utility to any other
City nr governmental departmenl. 'The Bosrd of Commission-
ers shall annv.lly cause Lo be made and published a re-
port showing the financial results of such city owner -
ship und operation,; giving the information spécified in
this section or such data as the Board of Commissloners
shull deewm expedient.

Regulations of Rates and Service

Section 9: The Board of Commissioners shall have




full power after due n tice and hearing to regulaate by
ordinance the rates and service of every utility opera-
Ling in the cilty of Raymondville,

ARTICLE X111
GENERAT "ROVISIONS
Publicity of BRecor:s

Seection 1: All recerds and accounts of every olflice,
department, or agency of the City shall be open Lo in-
spection by any cltlzen, any representative of a cltizen's
drganization or any representative of the press at all
reasonable times .nd under reasonahle regulations estab
lished by the Board of Coamissloners,

Personal Interest

Section 2t No membor of the Boavd of Commisslioners
or any offlcer or employee of lie Citby shall have a fin-
ancial Interest, direct or indirect, or by reason of own-
ership of stock in any corporation, in any co tract of
in the sale to the Clty or to a conl:actor supplylng
the City of any lund or rights or interests In any land,
material supnlies or servilces, or in any matters in
which he acts for the City. /Any wilful violation ol
this sectlion shall constitute malfeasance in »Ifice, and
any offlcer or employeecs of the city found guilty bthere-
of shall thereby forfeilt his olfice or pesition. Any
violation »f" this section with the knowledge, express
or implied of the person or corporuallon contracting with
the City shall render the contruct voidable by the ioard
of Commissioners,

Increasineg Personel or Payroll hefore Election:

Section 31 Nelther the personel nor payroll of or
for any department of the City shall be dncreased witli-
in ninety .iays before any election of the Commigsloners
tinless same be neeessary to provide for an emergency
first formally declared by resolution of the Board of
Commissioners, which resolution shall stale the nuture
ol the emergzency an’ speclfy the necessary increase in
personnel and-or payroll to meet the same, No city
car or clty monles shall be vused for the purpose of
particlipating In any political ca:paign., In the event
of any violation of any provision of this se tion, any
such attemrbed dncrease shall be vold aml any and every
person in any mannkr participating in the avthorizatlon




or carrying out of any such iucrense shall be porson.
ally 1iable bto the Cily For any money sald out on ac.
couht of any such Increaseyj and chall also be subject
to removal frow any pdsition or office with or of the
CLty which he mway hold al the suvit or complaint of any
taxpayer of bhe Clty. bPMny such emergency In support
of ilncrease of perschnel or payroll ol any Cil, -owned
ubility under the management of an Independent board
shall be declare:i by ordar or resnlobion of such board,

Oath of Office

Section Y: [very official or officer of the Clly
shall, before entering upon the dobties of his offidce
take and subscribe to the following oath or arfirmution,
to be filed and kept in bthe olffice ol Lthe Clty Gecre-
tary. "I _ __ 4o solewnly swear {or affirm)
that I will faithfully execute the dutles of the office
of , of the City of Raymonlvlilite, State
of' Texas, and wlll to the best of my abllity preserve,
probect, and defend the constitutlion and luavs of the
Unlted étates and of this Stale :nd Lhe Charter and
ordinances of this City; and 1 furthermore sclemnly
swear (or aflfirm) that 1 have nok thirectly nor indiroctl-
ly, paid, offered, or promised to nay, conlributed, or
promised to conlribute, any money or volvable thiny,

. or promised any public office ar emnloyment, as a re-
ward rfor the giving or withholding a vote aﬁ the elec-
tion ot which 1 was »lected, or i{ the office is one
of appointment, to secvvre wy appolalment, 5o Help Me
Gog .Y

Offlcdisal onds

Gection 5: The Mayor and each of the Commissicnzrs
shall, vpon entering office, nxecute olficial bonds, is-
sued by a coryorate Surety Company auwthorized bto do bus-
iness 3in the State of Texas, Lo be approved by the lourd
of Commissioners, iIn the amount, conditioned, and pay-
able as provided by apticle 1162, Revised Civil Stutubtes
of Texas, 1925,

. (a) _All other officers and employees of the City
of Raymondville whose dulles roquire or involve the hand-
ling or possession of any lumis, personné property, ‘or
supplies or other thing of value of the City of Raymond-
ville shall enter into bonmds to be asproved by the nourd
of Commissioners, conditloned that they will faithlully
account for and pay over or deliver all funds amd per-
sonal property and other things of valua belonging Lo
the City of Haymondville coming into their possess ion.
S5aid bonds shall be 1In such respective amounts as muy be
{ixed by the Board of Commilssioncrs.

(b{ The premivms of all Corpor: te Surebty bonds
hereln provided lor siall be pald by bthie City.

' (c§ It shall be the duty of the loard of Commission-

—




ers Lo see to the exdcutlion of all bonds herein pro-
vided for,

Continuance of Contracls

Section 6: All contracts entered into by the City,
or for 1its benefit, prlor to the baking eflect of this
Charter, shall continue in full lorce anid effect, Pub-
tic improvements for whilch leglslative steps have been
taken under luavs or ordinunce exlstinpg «t the time this
Charter takes effect may be carried to completion in
accordapce with the jprovisions of such existing laws and
ordinances, ' :

Employment byllndependent Utility Board

Section 7+ Any officer or employee of the City,
may, with the consent and approv'dl of -the Board of
Commissioners, be employed by an inddpendent board con-
trolling and operating a utility owned by the City, to
£111 any offic' or position of, or to perform any ser-
vices for, such independent board. In any such case the
tollal compensati n of such officer or employee whose ser-
vices are s~ shared bebtween the City and suvch independ-
ent board shall be paid by the City and such independ-
ent board shall in the proportions that may be agreed
uvon between the Bourd of Comrissioners and such inde-
pendent board.

City Mot Required to (ive Securlty or Uxecute Bond

Section 3:. It stnll not he necessary in any action,
suit or proceeding in which the Clty of Raywmondville 1is
a party, for any bond, undertaklng or security bto be de
manded or executed by or on behall of sald city in any
of the state courts, but in all such actions, sults,
appeals or procsedings same shall be conduected in the
same manner as if bond, undertaking or secvrlty had been
glven as required b, law, and said City shall be just as
iiable as if security or bond bhad been duly exescubted.

Effect of this Charter on Existing Laus

Section 9: All ordinances, resolutions, rules and
regulations now inlorce under the City Government of the
City of Raymondville and not in conflict with the pro-
visions of thils Charter, shall rewaln in force under this
Charter until altered, amended or repealed by the Board
of Commissioners afler this Charter takes effectj and




all rights of the City of Raymondville uvnder existing
franchises and coniracts are preserved in full force
and effect. ' ‘

Interim Municipal Government

Section 10: From and after Lhe dale of the adopt-
ion of this Charter and until there are four Commlssion-
ers, constituting the Joard of Comnlssloners electead
and qualified, the present Mayor sand Lwo Commissioners
of the Clty of Raymwondville shall constitute the ,oard
of Commissioners of the City of Raywon:iville, and shall
constitute the governing body of the City, and have all
the power and duties conferred upo the Board of Com-
missioners by this Charter.

imending the Charter

Section 11: Amendments to this Charler may be fram-
ed and subwitted to the electors . f the City by a Charter
Commission in the manner provided by law for framing and
submitbing a new Charter. Amendments way s4lso be ro-
posed and svbmitted by ordinance, passed by a wm=jority
vote of the full membership of the Beard ol Commissioners,
or by a petiblon signed by nuvt less than ten per cent of
the nember of those who voted at the last regular munlel-
pal electicony provided, however, that in the latter case
the petiltion must Lear the slgnatures of at least one
hundred electors of the City. When such a Charter amend -
ment petition shall have been liled with Lhe Board of
Commissionars, the Board of Commlssloners shiall forth-
with provide by ordinance for submitting svch proposed
amendment to a vote of the electors. Any ordinance for
submitting a Charter amendment to the electors shall pro-
vide that such amendment be submitted at the next regu-
Jar mundcipal election, if ons shall oécur not less than
sixty nor more than one hundred and twenty duys afler
thie passage of the ordinance; otherwlse it shal!® nrovide
for the submisslon of the amendment at a speclal election
lo be called and held within the time aforesaid, H4dequate
notice of the proposed amendment or amendmenls shall be
given by the publication in full of sald amendment or
amendments in the 6frficial newspaper or newspapers once
each weelk for three consecutive weels prior Lo the el .
ection abt.which the proposed amendment or amendments are
submltted for adoption. I a proposed awendment to be
approved by a wmajority of the electors voting thereon it
shall become a part of tihe Charter at the time f{ixed there-
in. Bach amendment shall be confined to one subjedt) and
when move than one amendment shall be svbmitbed at the
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same time, they shall be g0 submitted as to enable the
electors to vote on-each clavse separately,

Separability Clause

Seetion 12: If any section or jurt of seclion of
this Charter shall be held invalid by a court of com.
petent Jurisdictlon, such holding shall not eflect the
remainder of this Charter nor the ¢ ntext in which such
section or part of sectlen so held invalid may appear,
except to the extent that an entire section ~r part of
sectlon may be inseparable connscted In meaning and el -
fect with the section or part ol section to which such
holding shall directly apply.

Submiszsion .of Charter to lilectors

Section 13: This Charter shall be submlitted to
the qualified Boters of the Clty of Haywmondville at an
election Lo be held for that pur ose on the 29th day
of MHarce, 1955 and 1f a majority of the qualillesd vot-
ers voblng in such electlion shall vote in favor of the
adoplicn of this Charker, 1t shall become the Charter
of the City of Ra,mondville, and alter the retorns have
been canvassed, the same sha'l be deédlared adopted and
the City Clerk or Clty Necretary shall file an official
copy of the Charter with the Records ol the City, The
Clerk or City Secretary shall furnish the Mayor a coony
of said Charter, which copy of the Charter so adopted,
authentlcated, and certified by his signature and the
Seal of the City shall be forwarded by the Mayor bto the
Secretary of State of the State of TexXas and shall show
the approval of such Charter by wajority vobte of bhe
qualified voters voting at svch election.

In not less than thirty days prior to sueh election
the Uity Board of Commisslioners shall cause the Cily
Clerk to maill a copy of this C arter to each qualified
vober of the City of B: mondville as anpesrs Trom the
Tax Colleckor's latest roll.

We, the u~dergigned members of the hoymondville
Charter Commission, heretofore duly apiointed Lo pre-
pare a “horter for the Cily of Ru:imoniville, Texus, rdo
certify that this poblication constitutes a truve copy
of the proposed and recomeended Charter of the City of
Reymondville, Texas.

Bated this the 10 day of lunuary, 1955.

Mrs. . Cannon--Chairman Qnul Welsser

Fred Oliver Lddie Starck

Frank Dilckerson d. B, Christaffel
Ay T, Cody dawes G, Duddlesten
Lscar Cavazos H1lhon 3. Spurgeon
Anna Hl:nsley Carl R. miller

ebbie Shaw  Hrs, lale lanshaw-Walter Gene Smith




AMEMDMENT VOTED 2MND, DAY OF APRIL, 1963

"Article II, Seetion 2(D) and (£) shall be as follows:

(D) on the Ffirst Tuesday in April, 1963, and on the first
Tuesday in April at four year intervals thereafter, a Mavor
and Two Commissioners. shall be elecied at elections to he
held for said purpose to succeed the Mayor and Commiasioners
whose terms of office expire on said dates, That the terms
of the Mayor and Commissioners elected in 1963, will expire
in 1967, when their successors are elected and qualify for
office. That hereafter, the Mavor and Commissioners will

be elected to Four vear terus,

(B) That the texrms of the two Commissionhers who were elected
to office in 1962, be and they are extended so as to end
upon the election and qualifications rf thelr successors

in Apri1l, 1965, that is, their termz are extended ohe year.
Ch the first Tuesday in April at four year intervals there-
after, fTwo Commissioners shall be elected at electlons to
be held for such purpose, to succeed the two Commissioners
whose terms of office expire on said dates. That the pro-
visions of Article 1I, Section 2 (D) and (B} shall prevail
over other 'sections of the Charter to the extent of any
conflict rogarding terms of office; but this provision will
not affect the requirement for election hy majority vote.

Article VIY, Section 5(A) shall be as follows:

{A) Thexe shall be wmagistrate of said Corporation Court

known as the City Judge who shall be elected to office as
provided in Section 5, Article 4 of this Charter. His terms
of office shall be for four years and he shall possess the
same qualifications of office as provided in this Charxter

for the Mavor and Commissioners. A}) costs and fines imposed
by the Corporation Court, or by any other court in cases
appenled from judgements of the Corporation Court, shall be
paid into the City Treasury for the use and benefit of the

" City. The City Judge shall receive such compensation as way
be provided by Ordinance from time to time. In the event

of vacancy in the office of City Juwige, the same shall be
f1lled as hexein provided, That the provision of Article VI,
Section 5{A) shall prevail over othexr sectlons of the Chartex
to the extent of any conflict herewith regarding the texm of
office of sald City Judge."
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AMENDMENTS VOTED 7th DAY OF APRIL- 1970, BFFECTIVE 14IrH

DAY OF APRIL 1970

"article II, Section 2. The paragraph at the heading of
sald Section 2 shall be changed to read as follows:

The Mayor and four Commissioners of the Clty shall
be elected at large by the qualified voters of Lthe Clty:
of Raymondville at 'electicns to be held for that purpose,

‘and shall hold office for four years, and until thelr

successors shall have been elected and qualilied. The
four Commissioners shall be elected to individual Places,
deslgnated by Numbers ONE, IWQ, THREER AND FOUR, and for
the Clty at large. REach Commissioners Place 1s to be a
separate and distinct offlce, and the election to each
numbered Place is to be considered as an electlion to a
saparate and distinet office. Any person desiring to file
as a candiate for Commissioner shall designate 1n his
applicatlon the Place for which he wishes to run, and the
ballots will be drawn so as to show the Places for which
the candidates are running.

ARTICLE II. Section 2. (f) This subsection section is
an addition to the Charter.

The presesnt Commissloners Places are deslgnated as
fellows:

Ralph Cisnerocs Place Number One (1);
Glilbert Castaneda Place Number Two (2);
Gene Swmith Place Number Three (3);
Joe Rodriguez Place Number Four (4),

Places one and two are to be filled by the regular
election to be held in 1971, and placgs three and four
are to be fillled by the regular election to be held in
1973, and the two places for Commissioner are Lo be
filled in the same order each two years. That is, a
regular election for Commissioner shall be held in April
of each odd numbered year at which time two Commissloners
will be elected to fill the Place held by the two Commiss-
koners who have held the two places for almost four years.

ARTICLE IV. Sections % and 6 are changed to read as
follows: )
Sectlon 5. The full names of cendidates who have
filed thelir own petitions, or who have been nominated,
for Mayor or Comwmissioner or Clty Judge, in sccordance
with the provisions of thils Charter, except such as may
have withdrawn, died, or become ineligible, shall be
printed on the official ballots as candida%es for sald
respective. offices or places, fdr the election at which
the office, Places, or offices are to be filled, which
official ballots shall be printed at least 21 days
before the electlon, so as to provlide for absentee
voting as provided by ilaw. On each officlal ballot




where officers are to be elected there shall be printed

on the left hand side of the name of each candidate a
and there shall be printed below the words "OFFICIAL
BALLOT" the followlng instruction "Vote for the Candidate
of your choice in each race by placing an X in the square
beslde the candidate's name." 8aid ballot shall conform

to the Texas Election Code. The ballot for offieials will
be for the office to which an official is to be elected '
and where Commlssioners are to be elected, the ballot w{ll
11st the candidates who have filed under each Commissioner's
Place which is vacant according to the place for which

the candidate has filed. If there be wore than one
candidate for any given office, the order in which thelr
names are to appear on the ballot shall be determinad by
fair and ilmpartial drawing by the City Secretary, who

shall notify the candidates concerned the time and place
of such drawing,; and each of saild candidates or his
deslgnated representative shall be entitled to be present
and witness such drawing. The Board of Commissioners

may, not later than 60 days before the electlon, by order,
prescribe the method by which such drawings shail be
conducted, and how the order of the names on the ballot
shall be determined, to insure fairness. Any such order

80 passed for any previous election, and that shall not
have been superseded by another order, shall govern

future drawlngs for said purpose.

ELECTION BY MAJORITY:

Sectlion 6.

(a) At the regular general municipal election or any
special electlon held to f£111 vacancies occcurring ln the
City Commission,candidates for the offices of Mayor, City
Judge, and each Commissioners Place who receive a majority
of the votes of the electors voting in such election for _ !
such offlce or such Place shall be declared elected. In k
the event no candldate recelves a majority of the votes
cast for the candidates lor the office or place for which
he is a candldate, the Board of Commissioners, aflter
canvassing the results of such first electlon as provided
by law shall cause the names of the two (2) candidates
recelving the highest number of votes Lo be placed on
the ballot %o be voted upon at the second electlon or
run-ofl election. In the event of a tie by Lhe two
high candidates in the first election, then there sghall
be a run-off or second election belween the Lwo candldates
who have tie votes unless one of the two candidates
concedes Lo the other in which case no second electlon for
sald office whall be reguired. In Applying this rule as
to majority vote 1t is to be understood that each
Commissioners Place is a separate and distinet office, and
that in flling for election, preparing ballots, holding
the electlon, and declaring the results, each Commissioners
Place 1s a separate and distinct office for which the
candidate or candldates for such office are running.
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That in the event it ls necessary to have a run-off or

second election, satd election shall be held not less than
thirty (30) or more than forty (L40) days after the date when
the results of the first electlon are declared. ‘That repard-
less of the provisions of any other part of thls charter

. and in order to correspond with the Election Code, the date

for filing for office is selt at not more than 20 days nor
less than 30 days before such election, and this provision
prevalls over Sectlon 3 of this Article.?”

VARTICLE I. Section 2. That there shall be added to_said
Article and Section an additionsl parsgraph which shall beé
designated as paragraph (f} as follows;

(£) The Board of Commissioners ls authorlzed to approp-
riate and spend money from the general fund of the City for
the purpose of establishing and/or walntalining a Board of
City Development or other similar organlzatlon under what-
soever name, devoted to the growth, advertisement, improve-
ment and increase of taxable values of the City. This
subsectlon shall be interpreted in such a wey as to authorize
the City to use funds from the general fund for advertising
and other means of development in order to ald and encourage

growth, development, and improvement of the resources of
the City".




