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SHARTER GITY OF RAYMOHDY ILLE
MARCIL 29th, 1955

To The Citizens of Raywondville

In Novemher 1954, the Mayor and the City Commisglon.
ers of the City of Raywopdville appointed a Charter Com-
mission and delegated to 1t Lhe responsiblliby of prepar-
ing a home-rule charter for the City of Raymondville,

‘*he Charter Commigsion has completed its work and present.
od the completed Chavter bo the Clty Commisslon, together
with an order, as raquired by Stabe Law, sebting a date

for the submisaion of the proposed home-rule charber to
the qualified voters of the City of Roymondville {or ad-
opbilon or rejection, The date sab lor the speclal chartor
slection is Tuesday, March 29Lh, 19%5. This charter, pre.
pared by the Charter Commisslon which ds cowposed of rif-
tesn cilltiwens in Ruymondville, will glve the Clty a modern,
progressive form ol governmont.

"he present Lorm of government of the City of Ray-
mondville, namely Mayor-Commisslon form, is ratalned in
this ehar%er; however , instead ol huving two Commission-
ers, we have four under ‘the nroposed home.ruls charter,
he Mayor and Commissioners can, however, by ordinance
ereabe the oflHce of City Manager and appoint a qualilried
man bto 111 the post. -

The Charter Commission, dn prepirdiop this home-rule
charter, has carafully studied charbers of wany clbles
in Texas who have had this form of government for a long
period of years, together with charters from cities who
have recently ndopted new charfers. We have tried to in-
corporate all progregsive featinfes Lhal have been used
andlproved workable 1ln othar ﬁitﬂes-eomparabla to Naymond-
ville. . , : ,

Therefore, your Charlbeér Commlssion gubmibs. this hone-
rule oharbter o bhe vobters of Naymondville in the bellel  ~
that 3t glves us a desira¥le basis for good miinvtédpal .
government. We believe that Lhis charbaer wid provide

Us with the Tscllibies in the' fubure 'that we will need|
in our industrisl growth and expingion. We commend. this
charter to the present Clbty Commidgibn wid we racommend
its adoption by the qualified votbers or‘ﬁhe Cdby of Nay-

mondville, ‘
ror “the Charber Cbmmissionfqr
yﬁe‘City_qf‘ﬂﬁymgndfi%fé |
= Bme.Jmimﬁﬁn,CﬂHWmm_

ro /87 Mfg.- B, Catinon ~ e
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ORDER CALLING FOR AN BLEGCYION

TO THIS COVERNING BODY O THIE CI¢Y OF RAYMONDVILLE, TEXAS:

The Charter Commission, herebofore having been chos-
en bto frame a charter for tie Clty of Raymondville
Wlllacy County, Texas, hereby reports that it comwiet@d
1ts work on the 10 day of Januapy, 19%%,

The oharter, as framed by the Charter Comniszion,
Ls hereby submltted to the Governing Body and the Chart-
er Commisslon hereby respectfully requesis that the
charter be submitted to the qualified voiers of the city
of Raymondville, Texas, at an election to he held on
March 29, 19575 .

It 1s recommended that the election Gallob be pre-
pared as follows:

FOL ADOPTION OF TUl, CBARTER

AQAIRST ADOPTION Of THN COARTER
Respectfully submitted:

' Mrs, B, Cannon /8/
Mrs, B Cannon
Chalrman of the Charter
Commnission

-
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ORDER DECLARING RESULYS OF THE BLECTION 10 DIETERMINIE
WHIETHER THE CITY OF RAYMO4DVILLE SHOULD ADOPT A CEART LI

On this the 30th day of March, 1955, the Board of
Commissloners of the City of Raymondville of Willacy
County, Texas, convened at its regular meeting place ip
the City Mall of sald City upon call of the Mayor wilbh
the following members present bto-wit: Mary C. Frost
Mayor; Joe Rodriguez, Commlsasionery Frapk Bell, Commission~
ery C, B, Likin, Cilty Secretary; andt A, I, MeCormick,
City Attorney.

Whereupon there came on to be considered the re
turns of the slection held on March 29, 1955, in the
Clty of Raymondville, for the purpose of determining
whethexr the Clty of ﬁaymondville should adont the chart-
er which had heen prepared and submitbted by a Charter
Commission, and it appearing that sald election was in
all respec%s legally beld, and that returns of sald
elaction were duly and legally made, and that there
were cask al sald election 655 valid and legal votes,
of whilch number there were cast!

for adoption of the Charter, 335 votes,
Against the adoption of the Charter, 320 votes,

1t is therefore found, declared and so ordered by
the Board of Commissloners of bthe Clby of Raywondville
that a majority of the qualifled vobérs of said Clty
vobing abt said elecktion, voted lor the proposition to
adopt the proposed City Charter, which Is on file in
the City Records, and that therelore thig couwmission
does hereby declare said proposition bo-have carried,
and Lhat sald Proposed Charter is now the Charter of
the City ol Raymondville.

Unanimously passed and approved; thls Lhse 30th day
of' March, 1955, .

/8/ Mary C. Frosi
Mayor, Clty of Raymondville

ATTEST ¢

/87 C. B, Llkdn
City Secretary, Raymondville, Texas
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THE CHARDER OF THE CI1Y O RAYMONDVILLE
ARTICLE 1
INCORPORATTION . POWERS, ARD TERRITORY

[ S L e R I e R I

GCorporate Name and Stalbue

Sectionl: 'PThe 1lnhabltants of the City of Ky
mondville in Willacy County, Texss, residing within
1ts territorial limits, as these limits are now es-
tablished, or are hereafter established in the wann-
er provided by this charter, ahall conbinue to be and
are hereby constitutéd a body politle and corporste
hy the name of the City of Raymondville, and under
that name shall have perpetual successiony may use
a corporate seals; may sue and he sued; may acquire
property within or withouwt dbts boundaries for any
punicipal purpose, in fes simple or lesser interesgt
or sstate, by purchasae, gift, devise, leasc or con
demnabion and may sell, lease, hold, menage, and control
such property as 1td interest may requlreg may coop-
erate with the PFederal Jovernment or any agency of
the governmant of the Unlted Btated or the govern-
ment of the State of Texas or any agency of the |
govermment of the State of Texas, or any polliical
subdivision of the State of Texas, to accom .lish
any lawful purvose for the advencement of the in-
Lerest, welfare, health, morals, comfort, salety and
convenience of the City or 1bs 1nhab1tants; and way
pags such ordéiipances as may be expedient Clor ma Ln-
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faining and Promoting the peacé and government and

. welfare of bthe Clty, and for bhe perflormance of the

funckions thereofy and, except as prohibited by the
Constitution and laws of the State of Texas or re-
stricted by this Charter, the City shall have and way
exercige all municlpal powers, functlons, righls,:
privileges, and Limm nibled of every nature whalso-
aveaer,

Buumerated Powers’

Section 2: The City shall have the power {o
defind all nuisances and prohibiit bthe same within the
clty and outside the city for a dlstance of 5000 feetby
to have the power to volice all parks or grounds own-
ed by the city, to inspect daries, slaughter pens and
slanghter houses inside or outside the limits of the
eity from which meat or millt 1s furnished fo the In-
habltants of the cily. ,

(a) "The cibty shall have the pover to licenhse,
regnlate, or prohibit the erecbion of signs or bill
boards as way be provided hy charter or ordinance,

(h) The clty shall have the power to provide for
a gsanitary sewer system and to require property owners
to conneck thelr premises wilh such sewer systemj to
provide for fixing penalties for fallure to make sew.
er connectiong; and shalld further have the right to
rix charges and comprnsatiion to be charged by the
city sewersge system, providing rules and regulations
for Lhe collectlon thereof.

(¢} The clby shall have the right by ordinance
to adopt and prescribe rules and regulabiong for the
handling and disposiiion of all garbage, trash and
rubbish wilhin the city of Raywondville and shall
further have the »ight to fix charges and conpensa-
tion to be charged by the city for the removal of gar-
bage, trash, ani rubbish, providing rules and regula-
tions for the collectlon thereofl.

(d) The city shall have Lhe power to lay out,
establish, open, alter, widen, lower, extend, grade,
abandon, discon%inua, abolish, close, care for, pave,
supervise maintain and improve sbreets, alleys, side.
walks, parks squares, public places and bridges, and

"regulate the uge thereofl and require the ramovai from

slreebs, alleys, sidewallks and other public property
or places of all obatrvcbions and all frult stands,
show cases and encroachments of every nature or charact -
er upon any of sald sbreets or sldewalks.

{e) ‘The city shall have the exclusive dominion,
control and jurisdiction in, upon, and over and under
the publle .streets, avenues, alleys and highways of




the city, and may provide for the dwprovemsnlt thersof
hy paving, repaving, raising[ dralning or obtherwisze,

Fnunerated Powers Not Jxelusive

"8action 31 The enumerablon of parbicular powers
by this Charter shall not be held or deemed to bg-ex-
“elusive, Lut, in addition to the powers enumerated

therein or implied thereby, or anpropriate to the ex-
arcise of such powers, it {s Intended that the City
of Haymondville shall have, and may exercige, all powers
of local self-govertment, and all powers enumerated In
Chapter 13, Litle 28, Article 1175 of the Revised Clvil
Statubtes of the State of Texas, of 1925, and amnendments
thereto and thersafter enached, or nny other powers
which, under the Constitutlon and luws of the Gbalte of
Texas, tt would ba competent for thls Charter specifl-
cally ta enumerate, ALl powers of the City, whether
expregged or implied, shall be exerclsed ih the manner
prescribed by ordinance or resolution of the Board of
Commigsioners,

Special Provision for Damage Sulls

Section %:;  Belore the Gity shall be liable bto
damage claim or suilt for injury to one's person or
property, the person who 1s injured or whose properly
is damaged or someone In his behall shall give Lthe
Mayor or Clty Secrstary notice in wrilting within thirty
days albler the occurring of alleged injury or dawage,
stating specilically in such notice when apd how the
injury or damage was sustained, and setiing forth the
extent of the injury or damage as accuratly as possible.
No action at law for damages shall be brought against’
the Clty for injury Lo one's person or property prior
to the expiration of gsixty days after the notlece here-
in before deseribed has besen Ciled with the Mayor or
City SBeckrebary. Alfter the e plration of the sixty days
alforementionad the cowmplainant may then have two years
in which to bring an actlon ul law.

Provision Relating to Assigvmant, Execubion, and Garnishwent

Bection 5: The property, real and personal belong-
ing to the City shall not be liable to Lo sold or app-
ropriated under any writ of execubilon or cost bLill,

The funds belonging Lo the Cltyy in the hands of any
person, firm or corporation, shall not Le liable to
garnishmenty nor shall the éity be liable to garnish-
menb on aceount of any debt 10 may owe or fundg or pro-
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party 1t may have on hand belonging to any person.
Naither the Cilty nor any of its oflicers or agents shall
be reguired Go answer any such writ of parnishment on
acaount whabaver. The City shall not be obligated to
racognize any assignment of wages or funds by 1ts ew-
ployees; agents or contractors.

Alterding City Limits

Section 6: Territory may be amexed to or ax-
cluded from the City in any manner in this secbion pro-
vided.

(a) Dy Petition: Whenever a majority of the In-
pabitants of any toryitery adjoining the then City
Limitls of the City of Haymondville whe are auallfied
Lo vote for members of the State Legislature, ov in
case bhers are no qualiffed voters in sald terribory,
then wheh persons owning a majority in area of Lhe
Land in satd territory desire the smexation of such
territory to haywondville, bhey may present a wribben
petition tn that effect to the Bpard of Commissioners
and shallsttach to suid petition the affidavll of one
or more of their number to the effect that said petl.
tion 1s signed by a majority of such qualified voters
or in case Lhere-sre no qualili ed voters, suid arrl-
duvit shall be to the elfect thal there are no aquall-
fled vobers in sald bterritory and that ths persons
slgning sald petitlon own a majority in area of the land
in sald territory; and thereupon bthe Board ol Commiyslon-
ers al a regulsr session held nob sooner than twenty
days afber the presentation of sald petiblon may by
ordinance snnex such territory Lo Haymondville and
thenceforbh the sald territory shall be a parb of Hay-
mondville, and the inhabitants thereof shall be en-
titled Lo all of tha rights amd privileges of other
eitizens and shall be bound by the ancks, ordinances,
resolutlons and regulations of sald clty.

(b} By the Board of Commissioners: lhe Board of
Commissioners shall have power by ordinanca to [ix the
pouhdary limits of Raymondville; and te provide for
the exbenslon of sdid boundary limlits and the annexa
Lion of additional territory lying adjacenb to sald
City, with or without the consent of the territory ‘and
{rhabibants annexed. Upon the lntroductlon of such an
ordinance by the Board of Commissioners it shall be
published in some newspaper in Haymondville one time,

. and shall not thereafter be finally acted upon until
at least Ghirty cuys have elapsed after the first pubh-
1ication thereolf. Any citizen of Raymondyille, or of
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khe territory to be anpnexed, shall have the right to
contest said annexaticn by Iiling with the Board of
Commissioners a wribtten complainl getltlng out the
reasons Lor sald contest, and alter such eltizen or
citizens chall have been gilven an opportunity Lo be

“heard, sald ardinance{ in original or amnended form,
|

~

as sald Board of Commisaioners in its Jjudgment may de-
termine, maybe [inally passed, and the territory so
annexed shall be 4 part of Raymandville, and the in-
habitnate thereof shall be enlitled Lo all rights and
privileges of other ecilbtlzens and shall be bound by

the acty, ordinances, resolutlong and regulations of
sald clty,

(¢)" There shall be set forth in every ordinance
in and by which territory 1is sprnexed to the City of
Raymondville a clear and definlte description of the
territory annexed, sither by wetee and bownds', or
obherwlse, so asg to clearly and definltely define the
same, but it shall not be necass.ry to embDdy such
degeription in the title or caption of such ordinance.

A map shall be kept and maintalned showlng the
municipal boundaries as they exlst,

(4) ALl territory annexed Lo the Clty of Ray-
mondville under the provisions ol this section shall
becoms and be bhereafter liable for all just and legal

{ndebtedness of the ciby, wlthoub reference to when such

debts were contradted, and thu Hoard of Commissionsars
shall have power to provide for the assessment and
collection of taxes upon all nroperty within guvueh
annexed Léerritory to weet any such lndebtedness, on
the same basls as olher property in the city.

ARTICLE 11
GOVERNTIMG BODY
"he Board of Commissloners
Seotlon 1! [lxcept as otherwise provided in this
Charter, all powers of the Clty of Raymondville shall
be vested in a Board of Comelzsioners consisting of a
Mayor and four Commissiopers, Lo be knoun as the Board
of Comnisgioners of the City of Raymondville, '
Election and Tenure of Mayor and Commlssloners

Saction 2: lBxcept as otberwise In this Charter
provided, the Mayor and four Commissioners of the City
shall be elecled at large by the qualified vobers of




the City of Raymondville al electlons to be held for
that purpose, and shall hold offilce for two years and
wntll their guccessors gshall have been elected and
gualified, : :

(r) tha Mayor of the Gity of Raymondville elected
in April, 1995 shall remain in office untll the flrst
Tuesday {n Arid 1957, and until his successor is el.
eclsad and qualifled.

(b) 'The Commissioners of the Clty of Raymondvilie
elected in April, 1955 shall remain in office and con-
stitute two of the Commlssioners of the Clty, unbtil
the first Tuesdey id April, 1957, and until their sue-
cessors have been olected and qualified.

{¢) Vmcancies exist in the offilces of Lwo commission-
ers by virtue of the adopbtion of this Charter, and said
vacanclies shall be filled at u speclal election to be held
not later than 60 days alfter this Charter goss into effect,
Thae present Mayor and Commissioners ghall order sald
special election, and in sald order shall fix the date
of the electlon, specily the polling place or places, and
the names of the offlcers of the election., The sald
election shall be conductad and held in the manner in
this Charter provided for waniclpal elactions. Yhe two
commigsloners s¢ elected to (11l said vacavcleg ghall
hold thelr offices until bthe first Tuesday 1n April,
1956, and until thelr successors are alected and qualifil-
ed,

(@) On the first Tuvedday in April, 1957, and en
the first Tuesday in April of each odd-numbered year
thereafter, 4 mayor and two Gommissioners shall be el-
gcbad at eiections to be held for sald purpose to sue-
cead the Mayor and Commlisgioners whore lLerwd of office
expire on said dates.

(6) On tha flrst Tuesday in April 1956, and on
the first Tuesday of each even-numbered year thereallexr,
two Commizsioners shall be elected at elections to be
held for suvch purpose, to succeed the two Commisslon-
ers whose terms of office expire on sald dates.

Qualificalblons of Mayor and Commlssloners:

Beetion 3¢ 'Phe Mayor and the several commiission-
ers shall be qualified eluctory of the City of Raymond-
ville, shall bhave resided for at least two years next
preceadlng the election, within the corporate Llimits
of the City ol Raymondville; provided bhat 1f any lerri-
tory shall have been legally annexed to and incorpor-
ated within the boundaries of the Clty of itaymondvilile
after the going into elfact of this Charter, any person
who shall have resided in such annexed ﬁerritory for
two years next preceeding such electlon, and who poss-
gsses all of the other qualifica lons for commisgiloner
or mayor herein provided, shall Le eligible to be elect.
ed Mayor or commisgsioner; dbut shall nob be in arrvears
the payment-of ANy t0X8s, or other liatility Lo Lhe

in
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City. A mewber of the commission ceasing to possess
any of the qualifications specified in this sectlon,
or any convicked of a felony while ip-olfice, shall

inmediately forfeit hls offlce, b//P

- v \
<E§?ancies"#/

S

~

Beckion 4t In case of vacancy in the office of
an elective officér by death, resignation, fallure or
refusal to gualify, or any obhar caunse, the Board of
Commissioners shali have a(é?ecial.elee fonsto £ill
sueh vacancies, such electidn to be held within forty-
five days after the vacancy ofgurs) and provided \
notlae of sald election shall be given by posting
of notlee of gald electlon on Lthe official bulletin
board in the City Hall, and by the publleation of
sald notice in one of the official newspapers, ohe
time, at least thirty days prior to the date of sald
election; provided that no election shall be held to
111 any vacanay occurring within forty-filve days
next preceding the gensral election of saild City,

Salarieé

Sectionb: Unpless and until otherwlse provided
by ordinance, the Mayor shall receive as compensalilon
for his services a salary of $1200.00 per year, payable
in egual monthly installmepnts, and each Commlssloner .
shall receive a salavy of $600.00 per ysar, pdyable in
equal monthly installmenbsy provided that no lnereasé
in the salaries of the mayor or commissioners shall
be effecbive during the term of offlce of the Mayor or
any of the Commissioners in office at the time any such
increase is provided for, and further provided that the
salary sel for the Mayor ghall never be less than twice
the amounl of the salary of esach comnlssioner,

'in addition to the salary herein provided, the
commission may relmburse the Mayoer and Commissioners
for expenser incurred in the performance of additional
duties, provided such addlbional dubles are avthoriz-

,ed by the City Commission and further provided thab
an Ltewmized sbatement is furnlghed of actunl expenses
incurred?, . (

PorTErii e o Tho Pt ey

. Bection 6 Ihs:Maygeruopsany-Lomndsgioner-who:
Fhiall absent Hinse L -Iron ds ma hy ae “thiree “eongecutive.
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ARTIOLE 111
PROCEDLR 8 OF ‘IHE BOARD OF COMMISHTUNIRS
LEGISLATION
Meeting of the Board of Commissionsrs

Secltian 1t At ten o'clock in the worning on the
gecond Tuesday of April following a regular mantolpal
election, the Board of Commissiloners shall meet at the
usual place for holding ite meetinvgs and Lhe newly el-
actad members shall assume the dutles of offlce. There-
alter the Board of Commissioners shall maat ul such
time mg may be preseribed by ordinance of resclution,
but not less frequently than once each month. §48cial
neabings shall be_called by the Ciby Seggﬁhaxxgugg?
wiiLben request of o majority og;ﬁhe Boayd of Commnids .
ToNaTE O Uion written request ol the RAyor. Ay
S TEETeE SR E AT tha dubject or subjects to be
considered at the speclal meelbing and no other subject
or subjects shall be there consgidered, A}l meebings
of bhe Board of Commisgionars and of Commitbees there.
of shall be open to the publie, ond the rules of the
Board of the Board of Commissioners shall provide that
the civlzens of bthe Ciky shall have a reasonable oppor .
tunlty to be heard at any such meeting in regard to
any matber considered thereats bub the Board ol Commliss-
toners or a Commibtee Lhereof may he @ ma Jor Ly yote o1
AT THE MEMBAFS anthorize an execytive meeblng. o

Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem

ection 2: At the [irst meeting of the awaré of




r

bo necessary bo adopb any ordinance, resolution, or
ordar: excepb thab a vote to adjolrn, or an actlon
regarding the abtlendance of absanl members, may be a-
dopted by a twjority of the mambers present, No mam-
ber may be excused from votlag except op matbers in-
volving the considerabion of hils owh official conduct
or uhen his Tinancial lnterests are involved.

Introduction snd Passage of Ordinances and Hesolutions

Section 51 Ordinances and resolutions shall ba
{ntroduced in the Board of Commissioners meetings only
In wribtten or printed form. 'AlL ordinances, grcept
ordinances making appropristions and ordinances cod-
ifying or rearrangiog existing ordinances or enacting
a code of ordinances, shall be confined to one subject,
and the subject or subjects, of all ordinances shall
be clearly expressed in the capbion. Urdinances making
appropriatidns shull be confined to the subject of
appropriations. No ordinance shall be passed until
1% has been read on bhree separale days, uniess the
requirements for reading it on {hree separale days
be dispessed with by a vote of not less- -than a majority
of all the members of the Loard of Commlsgioners,

Phe {inal reading of each ordinance shall be in full
unlese a writben or printed copy thereof shitll havs
been Curnished to each member of the Board of Commlss.-
foners prior to such reading. The vote ol "yea" and
Hhay!t shall be taken uwpon the pussage of all ordinances
and resolutions and entered upoh the journal of the
proceadings' of the Board of Commisslonars. The en.
soting clause of all ordinances ghall be "Be 1% or-
dained by the Board of Commissioners of the Clty of
Naymondville, Yexas."

When Ordinances snd fesolubtions Shall Take Rffect

Lwergency Measures

Section 6: Ordipnances waking the nnnual tax levy.
appropriation ordinances, ordinances and resdlutions
"pertaining to local improvemants wu ngsessmentsy or-.
dinapces and resolubions providing for or direoting
any investigation of City affairs, resolvbions reguesh.
ing informabtion from administrative officers or direct-
ing administrative action, and cmergency measures shall
take effect ab the time indicabed thereln. fBxcepb as .
otherwise presoribed in Uthe Charter, ull other ordinances
and resolubions passed by bthe Board ol Commlssloners
shall take effect at the time indicaloed therein, but nob.
less than ten days from the date of their passage. THe
affirmative vote of at least & majority of all the
mewbers of the Board of Commissioners shall be requir-
ed to pass any ordinance ox rasoluiion as an emergency

151
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Comnigsloners each year, Liomediately following the
election and qualificat{on of new menbers of sald,
Board elected at saidd election, or as doon Lhereafher
as practicable, the Doard of Commissioners shall choose
one of the Cowmissioners as Mayor Pro Tem. ‘he Mayor
shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Commlsd-
loners, at which he 1s present, and shall exaraise
such oéher powers and perform such other dubies s

are or way be imposad upon him by this Charter and

the ordinances of the City. The Mayor shall be en-
titled to vote upon all matbers condlderad by the
Board of Commissioners but he shall have no veto power.
He shall be recognized ag the head of the clly govern-
ment for all ceremonial purposes, by'the courts for
gerving civil processes, and by the lovervor for
purpogses of military law. 1In bime ol public danger -
or emergency, the Mayor shall, il so authorilzed by
order of the doard of Commlssioners, take command of
the police, maiontain and restore oréer, angd enforce
tha lawy and for that purpose may swmwnon, deputine,
and ¢.mmand suych additional officers fron among the
cibizenship of the ciby as he may determine necessary
for the surpose. During any absence of the Mayor, or
his inabllity to act, the cayor Pro Tem shall have

the authority and perform the dutiss of Mayor,

Rules of the Board of Commigsioners

Section 3t The Board of Commissioners shall be
the Judge of the Blectlon and qualification of its mom.

_ bers andi in such cases; shall have the power Lo sub-
N
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poena wilnesses and compel the production of al) per-
tinent books, records, and papers) bul the decision
of the Board of Comnlszloners in any case shall be
subjact to review by the courts,

The Board of Gommissioners shall determine 1ts
own rules and order of busipess. It shall keep a
Jorrnal of 1ts preceedings and the journal shall be
open to public inspection,

Quorum

¥

Section Mt A majorlty of all the wembers of thé

Board of Comwmissionars shall constitute a quorym to do

business, but a less punber may adjourn Lrom Gime to
time and cwpel the attendance of absent mewbers in such
manner and under such pénalties as may be presaeribed
by ordinance. ‘lhe affirmative vole of a ma jority of
all tha members of bthe Board of Commissioners shall

Ve anob e bt
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meusure, No measure making or awmending a grant, re-
newal or exbension of a franchige or other special
privilege shall ever be passed us an emergency measure,

Authetication apnd Publiecation of Ordinances

Section 7: ‘Upon 1ts [inal passage, sach ordinence
or resolubion shall be aubhenticated by the slgnatures
of the Mayor and of bthe Clty Secretary and shall he
systematically recorded in a mannsy a:provaed by tha
Board of Commlssioners. Uvery ordinance ilmposlhg ang
ponalty, fine, imprisonment, or forfeiture shall, alter
passage thereof, be published in caption if one igsue
ol the offic¢ial paper; and proof of such publication
shull be made by the srinter or publisher of such
paper, making affidavit belfore some officer aubhorized
by law Lo administer oaths, and filed with the person
performing the dutles of Clty Sedrelary and ehall be
prima facle evidence of such pvblicatlon and promul -
gation of such ovdinance so publishsd shall take effsct,
and be in force, from and after ten days after publlca-
bion thereof, unless obtherwlse expressly provided,
Ordinances not required to be published shall take
effect, and be in force, from and afber thelr padgsage,
unless otherwise provided.

Officlal Newspaper

Section 81 'The Hoard of (ommissloners shall, as
soon as practical after the commencement of each fiscal
year enter into contrapt with a newspapsr or newspapers
publighed in the Clt¥ as qualilfled by State Statubes,
as the official newspaper thermof, and to conbtdnue as
sueh until another is selected, and ghall cause te be

‘published therein all ordinunces, nobtlces and ovlher

be e

malters regulred by thig Charter or by tha ordlnanced
of the elbty to be published,.
ARPICLE LV
! ' HOM INATLIONS AWD BLBCTIONS
Munilelipal HElections

Section 1: RKa provided in subdlvisions (d) and
(6) of ssetlon 2, of Artlele 2 of this Charter regular
plections for the cholce of members of the Board of
Comnissloners whose bterms of office Lhen expire shall
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held on the first Tuesday of Aprit 1957 and of each

year thereafter. ‘Ihe Soard of Commlssloners may, by
regolution, order special electlons obher bthan provided
rfor elsewhere in this Charter, ix the time and provide
all means of holdlng same.

Regulations of Blectlons

-

Seolblon 2t 'Phe Board of Commissionpers shall make

all nesdful rules and regulations, nob inconsisbent with
this Charter or with the election laws of the State of
Texas, for the conduct of elections, for the prevention
of Irauds in elections, and for the recount of the
ballots in case of doubt or fraud. The Board of Com-
missioners shall provide for any nember of voting pre-
eincts in Clty elections, as needéd, but in no event
shall there be less than two electlon precincts for
Clty electlons,

Candldates

Sechbion 3y Any person possessing the gualifications

for office set forth In Sectlon 3 Artlcle 11 may bocome
a candidate for any slectlve office to be [illed al any
regular municlpal electlon herein provided for, and have
his naime placed upon the official ballot Ior such office,

by
Q0

{(a) Filing with bthe 8ity Secretary, not more than
dayas nor less than 31 days beflfore such electlon,

his own petition, in welting, In form, signed and sworn
to substantially as follows:

To

the City S8ecretary of the City of Raymondville:

I, the undersigned y 40 hereby cer-

tify and petlition ag [ollows:

My streeb adress is No.

L)
atreet, Iin the Cliy of Haymondvillei Texas. I possess
N

all of the qualifications for the o

of
of
to
oh

my
on

ice of
gaid City of Raymondvills, as prescribed by the Charter
gnld City.
'Taam a candidate Lor sald office of '
be voted upon ab the electlon to be held in sald city
the first Tuesday 1u April, 19, and request that
name be placed upon the officianl ballet to be voted
at sald election sz a candidate for said offilce, and

I will serve if electad.

Subseribed and sworn Lo belore me thisg day of

A5
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~ didates, Immediately under the Litle of "Commissioner®

(T1¥1e of OFficer Administering Cath)
The name of the candidate, his street udress, and
the office for which he 1ls. a danhdidate ghall be lnser.
ted in saild petibion al the places therein provided.

Posting Notice .

Section 4t “he City Secrelary shall al least ten
days beflare the srinting of bellate for each City el-
ection at whiech officerg are to be slected post in a-
consplcioug plice in hils office fory ingpection of Lhe
public a"list of the names of all candidates who hava
f4led their own pehitions or who have been nominated
bytgetitien for the offlces to be vobed on al such el
ection,

Rallots

Baction 5: The full names of candidsles who have
riled their own petitlons, or who have besp nominated,
for Mayor or Cowmissioner or Clly Judge, in accordance
with the provisions of this Charler, aexcept such ns may
have wlthdrawn, died, or become ineiigihle, shall be
printed on the officlal ballots as candidates for sald
respective offices, for the elechlon ab which fthe ollice,
or ofllces are to Le {1lled; which officlal ballotbs
shall be printed abt leust 21 days belore the eleclion,
g0 as Lo provide for abgentee voting as providad by
law. ‘There shall be printed st bthe head of Lhe ballot
used alt each such election the words "OPFFICIAL BALLOT!
and on sald ballots there shall be printed the btitles
of the offleces to be [llled al sald election, and the
names of all eandldates for of'fice who thall be entitlad
to have their names rinted on sald ballobs wunder the
provisions of this Charter shall be printed under the
title of the respective offices for which they are can-

there shall be printed, in paranthesis, bthe following:

(Two to be elected). it there be more than one candi-

date Tor any gilven offive, the ordasr in which their names
are bo appear on the ballot shall be deberwlined by falr

and impartial drawing by the City Secrethry, who shall
nobify the candidates concernhed the Lime and place ol

such drawing, and each of said candidates or his deslignated
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vepresantative shall be entilled to be present and wit .
ness such drawing. The Board of Commissioners may, nob
Laber than 60 days before the election, by order, pra-
seribe the method by which such drawlng shall be con-
ducted, and how the ordsr of the numes on the ballotb
‘shall be determined, to indure fairness. Any such or-
der so possed for any previouvs election, and that shall
not hove been superseded by another order, shall govern
future drawlngs for said purpose.

Election by Majority

Sectlion 6: At the regulapr general municipal el
eobion (or any special election) held to {11l vacancles
oceurring in the Clty Commission, candidates fox the
officey of Mayar, Cily Judge, or Comndssloners vho re-
ceive a majority of the vobes cast for the of ice for
which he is a cmndidate, shall be declared elected.

(a) Should no candldate Tor a glven office, re-
cetve g wajority of the votes cast for this office in
the slection (Seer. 6, the City Commizsion shall im-
nedintely order a special elechlon to be held not less
than ten nor more than twenty daye after Ghe reosulbs
of the general slection have been declared, and the
ballot shall be prepared 1n this manner:

1, Where a gingle office is to be filled, tha names
of the Lwo candid. teg receiving the hlghest nowuber of
volbes for this oflice in the election as described in
Section 6, shall be printed on bthe ballot, and the nane
of the candidats who received the greanter number of voltes
shall be printed in the first positloo,

2, Where twe similar offices are to be filled,
the nawes of the three candldates recelving the greatest
nimber of votes in the election as described in Ssction
6, shall be printed on the ballol and he who recsived
the greatest number of vobtes shall have his name printed
int he £irst position; the candidate with the second
largest number of vobes shall have hils nawe in second
position, ete,

3, Where two or more candidales recelve the soawe
number of vobes for the s ame office, the results shall
be doclared a "Tie" and the names of such candidates
shall appear on the ballot and in the sawme crder B8
Lhey aspeared 1n the elechion as desoribed in Section 6.
Phe results of this specisl elactlon in bthis Instance
shall be declared on the basis of a pleurality--i. e,
the ¢andidabe receiving the greatest number of votes
for a asingle office for which he is a gandidatbe, shall
be declared elected; and Jor the two candidates recelving
the greatest mumber of vobss for the offices [or which

b e e e et s b b b s b R
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they are candidates, shall e elected.

(b) Any situa%jons arlsing in the course of these
above deseribed elections that are nol specifically
covered in this Charter, shall be dealt with ag pree
scribed in the general electlon laws of the State. of
TeJCElSv L

Laws Governing City Blections

Sectlon 7+ ALl City elections shall be govern-

ed, except as otherwilse provided by this Charber by the
laws of the State of Yexas governing general and munici-
pal electlons, so far as same may be applical:le theretoj
and 1n event Shere should be any [~ 1lure of the geheral
laws ol this Charter to provide for some feature of the
City slections, then the Board of Commisgioners shall
havae the power to provide for such deficlency, and no
informalities in conducting a Cilky slectlon shall inval.
idate the suwe, il 1t be conducted fairly and in sub-
stantlal compliance with the general laws, vhere appli-
cable, and the Charter and ordinancesg of the City.

Canvasing Elections

Section 81 ALY electiong held under this Charter,
whether for the choite of candldates or for the sub-
mission of questlons to the electors, shall be bonduct-
ed in accordance with the general elecbion luws of the
statey and except as otherwise provided in!'this Charter,
such general lawsg shall be applicable te and conbrol
all such elections., ‘he election judves and other nec-
essary election officialy for co dueting all such els
ectlions shall be appolnted monually by %he Board of
Commissionars, The electicn judges shall conduct the
dlections, openh the bdllot boxes, Lake therefrom and
count the halloty, whether for candidsates or guestilons,
and enter Lhe result on the tally sheel as provided by
the general elecidon laws of Texas, or as may be pro-
vided by ordinance. They shall o rtify to the count
so walle, seal the tally shest up with thelr cerlifi-
cate and return i1t at once bto Lhe City Secretary;
Within flve days after an elsctlon, or as soon there-
after as practicable, ‘the Board of Commissioners shall
meet, open bthe reburns, canvass and offlclally declare
the result of the election as to cundlidates and gues-
tions, and ilssue certiflcates of electlon Lo candldates
elected as hereinhelore provided.




19

Absentee Vobting

Section 93 Such electer shall make application
for an offieial ballol to the “ity Secretary in writ-
ing, signed by the elector, or by a wibtness. Such app-
lication shall bhe accomp&nied hy the poll tax receipt
or exemption certificate of the elector, or, in lieu
thereof, his affidavit in writlog that the same has
been logt or mislaid, '

(a) At any biwme not more than twenby days, nor.
iess than three days, rior to dale of such electlon,
such elector making his personal appearance before ths
city Secrelary al his offlce and delivering to him his
application aloresald, shall be entitled to receive
one oflfieial ballot which has been prepoared in accor-
dance with law for use in such election; whieh ballot
is then and there, in the office of the City Becrebary
and In the presence of Cibty Secrebary and of no othar
person excepl as obberwlse provided by the laws of
this State:

(h) ‘Ihe sbove provision of this section of the
Charter apd the subsequent msnner of conducbing such
absentee voting shall conform in all provisions to
Article 2956, Revised Civil Stalubes of 1925, and
amendmants thereto,

ARPICLE ¥
ADMINISTRAL LV S-RVICH
Dulles and Powers of the Mayor

gdection 1t The Mayor shall preside over all meet-
ing of the City Commission, exeept that in the evenbt of
the Mayonr's alsence due to 1llness or when excused by
the Copmissiony and the Mayor shall have all the dutles
imposed by and powers as conferred and provided by
Articles Numbers 99, 9%5, 996, and997 of the Revised
Tivil Statutes of the 8State of Texas as they are upon
the adoptdon of this Charter cra s they may be amehded
“4n the future, MHe may also ba bthe Budget Officer of
the City, ir so ordered by Board of Commlssioners,

(a) He shdll have full power and authority to
adiminister officlal oaths and obher oaths or affirma-
tlons in btrials and sll investigatlons belng made or
conductéd hefore him or the loard of Commissioners,
and in all such proceedings may compel witnesses.to
testify and punish all contempts by Ilne and imprison.
mant, or elther, in the same manner and to the same
extent as County Judges or County Courbs are nowor may
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herealter be empowered by law. And all such fines shall
be enforced in the same manner a8 flnes in the @ity Cor-
norabion Court, and vhen collected, shall be pald into
the Clbty Treasury ag other fines/

(b The Mayor shall have the power and authority
to summarlly dismiss and remove any eiployee or offlcer
appointed by him and shall also have the power, if in
hig Judgment, it will Le to the best dinberest of ths
(ity, bto suspend any appolintive officer or employee ol
the Commlssion unbil action by the Commission upon such
person's removal may be had., Buch actlon to be Lalken
within 19 days from the date of remova.

City Manager

 Section 21 The Commisslon may apndint a City Manager

vwho shall he the administrative head of the Municipal
Government and shall be repponslble for the efficlent
administration of all departmentsy he may, or may not
be, at the time of bis appoinkment, a resident of the
City of Raymendville, buvt shdil lmmediately eshablish
nis residence upon accepbance of his office, He shall
hold his office ab the will of the woard of Commission-
ers and unbll the populatlon of the City of Raymondville
shall have reached 15,000 he shall recelve a salary for
his services not to exceed {6,000.00 per anpum, When
the population of the Clty of Tdymehdvilile shall have
raached 15,000, the muximum salayy of tha City . Manager
may be incraased nob te exceed 2000.00 per annum,
When Lhe population of the City of REyhondvilie shall
hnve reached 20,000 the maximum galary of the Clty
Manager may bs {ncreased not to exceed $2000,00 per
aynun,

{a) “ity Conmission may avthorize Mayor to per-
form dubies of City Manager:

the Commission may, by proper ordinance or res-
olution, in lieu of the appointment of a Clty Manager,
confer upon bthe Mayor the powers and duties of the
City Muna er, snd bthe Mayor, when so actlng and per-
forming such dubles, shall be clobthed wlth all the
.authority and controlled by all bhe vestrictions govern-
ing the City Mansger as therein provided; and the City
Commission may allow the Mayor such additional compen-
gatlon for his services ws City Manager.in addition to
his salary as Mayor, as may be fixed by order or resoe
1ution of the Commisslion, the sggregate of which shall
in no event sxceed the l{mits ng set for the Cibky
Manager in Artlcle V, Seectlon 2 of this Charter, In




the event the Mayor shall perform the dubles of the City
Mapapger, e shall devote hils [ull time to the buginess
of the éity!

Powers and Dutles of Ciby Manager

Sedtion 3: ‘“The City Manager shall be appoibled by
the Board of Commisgioners and shall, under the super~
vision and .control of the Board of Commisgloners, be
the chief administrative officer ol the Municipai Gov-
arnmant and shall be responsible for the efficlent ad-
ministration of all departments. He shall hold offlce
at the will of the Board of Commisgloners ahd may be
removed Ly 1t at any time in the discretlon ol the
Board of Commissioners without notice, with or without
cavse, without a hearing and without érial of any kind
anc without the right of appeal to any officer ar ccwvrdb
or other tribunal, It shall .e his duty, (a) Lo super-
vise and diract all appointive offlcers and employees
of this Clty in the discharge of thedr officlal acis
and dubties; and he may recommend to the Board of Conmls-~
sioners the appointment, employment and removal of all
of flcers and employees of the City., IHe shull have the
apthority to témporarily remove all subdrdimate employeos
of the City upon just cawnse, for a perlod of not to ex-
ceerd 15 days, subject to a hearing with the Board of
Commissloners, ALl such appointments and emsloyments
shull be npon merit and fitpess alone; (h) to atbonb
all meebings of the Board ol Commisgloners with the
right to take part in the discusalon but hoving vo vota)
(¢) L+ recommend. to the Board of Commligsioners, for ad-
option, such measzures as he nay deem necesgary and ex-
pedient; (d) to keep tho loard ol Commissisners fu lly
advised as Lo bthe filnanclal condition and nceds of the
Cltyy (e) to perform such obther ~uties as may be pre-
scribsd by this Charter or that may be required ol him
by ordinance or rescolution cof the Board of Commissloners.
The Lity Manager shall furnish corporibe surety bond
for the faithful performance of his dubles in such a-
mounbt as may be provided by ordinance.

Chief of Police, Appointment, Powers, Dubies, Litc.

Secbion 47 The Board of Comwissioners shall appolnt
a Chlef of Police, wio shall hold his office until the
first Tuesday in ﬁpril, 1957, such appolnbmant thare-
after shall be for a bterm of Ltwo years unless sooner re-
moved by actlon of the Board of Commissloners, He may
appoint one or mere police oflicers, which appointwment
shall he valld only upon the an-wroval ol the Board of




Commissionerys, He shall be reaponsible for and have
supervision over all obther police officers or obher
employees of such offlce,

{a) He ghall have Like powur with the Sheriff
of Willacy Counby, Texas, to exccute warrants and make
arrests wilkhin the tervitordal Limits of the Clty of
Raymondville. ‘

{(h) Ue shall elther in parson or by deputy at-
tend upon the Corporabion Court while in session, and
shall promptly and fatthfully cause to be exacubed all
writs and procegs lasued frowm sald Court,

(¢) "He shall be active in quelling riots, dis.
order anddisturbances of the gesco, within the City
1imits, and shall take inbo custody all persons so
offending against the peace of the City, and shall
have aubhority to take suitable bail for the appear-
ance before bthe Corpopration Mourt of any person charg -
ad with an offensge against the or inances or lawe of
the Clty,

(d{ It shall be his duty to arrest or cause to

be arrested all violators of the public pesce and all
who obstruet or interfers with hiim in the exectulon of
the dutles of bls office, or who shall be guilty of any
disorderly conduct or disturbanee whatevery to prevent
a bresch of the peace, or pressrve gul-t and good ord-
er, In bthe prevention and suppression of crime and
arrest offenders, he shall have, possegs and execubls
1ike power, aubhority snd jurilsdiction as the Sherif(.

(e) He shall perfidrm such other duties and possess
such other powers and authorlity as the Board of Commiss-
tonears may by ordinance requirve and confery nol Incon.
sigtent with the Constitublon and laws of %his State,

() The Chiel of Police shall give such bond for
the faithful performance of his dutles as the Board
of Comnissioners may requlre, and shall recsive such
salary a8 way be fixed and provided by the Boayd of
Commissioners.

City Secretary, Appointwment, Powers, Dubies, Btc,

Saction 5: The Board of City Commlsgioners shall
appoint a Clty Sscretary, who nay also be the Treasur-
er, Assegsor and Collecltor of taxess for tha City; who
shall hold his offlece until the rirst Twesday in Aprll,
1957, Thereafler such anpointment shall be for a term
of btwo years unless sooner removed by achlon of the
Roard of Commissioners. HMHe shall e a conmpetent per -
von, experlenced ans wall guallfied to adminigter the
modern double entry systewm of bookeepling apd accounting.
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tTk/ (a) Hs shall draw all varrants on Lhe Treasurer,
tounberslen the same and keep an accariske account there.
of in n book provided for that purnose.

(k) He shail be the general accountant of the Cor-
poration, and shall keep In the books regular secovnts
of the receiptsz snd disbursemsnts [or the iy, and sep-
arately under proper heads, each cause of receipt and
disbursement, and also accounts with each person.includ-
ing ofricers who have money transactlons withthe Cilty,
erediting accounts allowed by proper authority and spec-
ify%ng the partienlar transsction to which such entrles
app.Ly,

‘ {c) He shall keep a register of bonds and bills
{ssued by ths City, and all evidevce of debt due and
payabla to %, noting the parbienlarvs thereofl, and all
facts connécbed therewlth, as they occur,

(d) He shall carafuily keep a2ll conlracts made by
the Clty Commlssiony avnd he shall perfomn all other duties
as may be required of him by law, ordinance, raesoclutlon
or under the City Commission. .

() He shall rurnish such Corporation Surety Bond
or security for faithlul discharge of the dutles of his
of fice as may be prescribed by the Cllty Commizsion and
ahall recdive such salary or compensatlion as may be
determined and fixed by the City comnission.

{£) He shall do and perform such other acts and
dutles ag the Board of Commissloners may requlre by or-
dinance or resolution,

Preasurer, Assessor and Collector of Taxes
Powers, Dutles, litc,

Section 6: The Board of Commissloners shall have
the pover and aubhority to appoint a Ireasurer and or
a Tax A ssessor and Collector of the Clty, and Lo separate
and consolldate the offices of Git; fecretary, Clby Treas-
erer and Tax Assessor aud Collector of the City when
deemed by them to be expedlient and Lo the best inlerests
of the citizens of the eity, lle or they shall hold offlce
or offlces for a period of twe years.

(n) lle or they shall furnish such Cororabion
Bureby bond or security for falthful discharge of the
duties of hix or thelr offlce or offlces az may be pre.
scribed by ordinance or resolutlon of the Board of Clly
Commigwionsrs, and s .all recelve such salary or cowpen-
gation ns may be determined or fixed by the Board of
Commissioners.

{4) He shall sarefully prepara ad valorem tax in-
ventories ocovering each and avery plece or parcel of tax-
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- able property located within the Corporate Limit of the

City. 1Ie shall receive at his office all renditions
there tendered him by owners or agenls of taxable pro.
perty, administer ocaths thereto, bLelween Jopuary first
and April first of '‘each year. le shiall wmalke asgessment
of all taxable property Lo the owner or agent thereof
where known and when bthe owper .or agents are unknown,
then assessment of such property shall be listed as
unknown. Such asgessments shall be as further provid.
ed by the General Laws of the Stale relabing to Citles,
Towng and Villages, He shall algo be Secrstary of the
Board ol Bqualization, delivering all assesswment roils,
tax rolls, block books, ate, to saild Bourd of Equaliiza-
tlon of such days as it {lrst convenss as set by lhe
governing bhody of bthe City. le shall record and keep
record of all actions of sald Board, in a Jjournal for
that purpose. He shall glve wriblen notice to those
whose valuations have been lhereused and have duly
rendered thedr property. He shall complle the tax
rolls, rendered and unrendered on {orms provided and in
tha manner direcked by the general accountani of the
City or ordinances of the Board of Commissioners. He
shall make out and mail current and delinquent btax
notices on lorwms orovided and in the manner directad

by the general sccounbant or ordinances ol the Board

of Commissioners, He shall rovive and collect all tax
monles, ad valorem, penaliies, interest and cost there.
of, Ocoupation Yax, Llcenhse faees, issving receipt there.
fér on forwms provided and 1n manner direclted by the gen-
eral accounbanlt of the City or ordinances of the Board
of Commlssionars. He shall make propsp record of all
such collections, totaiing and balaneing Cash Collect-
ed againgt each source of collection, reconeciling total
cash colleected agalnst total of all sovrces of monies,
datly deliver sll such colléctions together with such
cowputations to the Treasurer of the City, daily tallng
theTreaswrer’'s recelipt therefory he shall deo and per-
foxrm such other duties uvs may be reguired of him by

the General Laws of this State ani ordinances or resolu-
tiong of the Board of Commission rs,

(c) He shall recsive all monies collscted by any
and all departmenles or agencles of the Clty whatsoever,
giving such departwent or agency his receiplt therefor,
which monies he shall deposit dally 4in the official
deposibory ol the City and in the name of the City.

He shall keep the Cash recelpt journal as provided; sn-
tering therein all monies recelived Ly him in the manner
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directed by the general wccounbant of the City, He shall
issue and glgn all checks or vouchens and only when
authorized to do go by ordinances or resolutlons of thoe
Roard of Commissloners, He shall record sll such lsaued
chedks or voushers 1n o disbursement Journal provided

for that rurpose and in Lhe manner directed by the gon-
aral accoubhtant of the Cliy. 1le shall reporb te the
»oard of Commissioners on or before the Lirst meebing
thereof in Aprll of each year or us soon therealbter as

is practlcable, the amount of racelpts and aspendlivres
of the Cilby Treasury, the amornt of money on hand in
gach fund, and the amount of bends or varrsnts falling
due Tor the redemption of which provisions must be madey
also the amount of 1nterest to bha pald the next {ldgcul
year, aml whensoever at other times ho wmay be required
by tho Board of Commisszioners to do so. ie shall do and
perform such other dubties as may be required of him by
the General haws of this Sbate and ordinances and r-solu-
tions of the Board of Commlssioners.

Reglgnation of Officers

Section 7t Hesignation of any officer anthorized
by this Charber to be elected ora cnsolrbed shall he
made to the Hoard of Commlsaionars in wrlting, subject
Le thelr appnoval and dccepbance,

ARTICLE Vi
CITY PLANNING AND ZONING COUMRISSION
Bstablishment, Mewbersk:ip, Duties, Terms

Sectlion 1! The Board of Commisgioners may at any
time after the adoptisn of Lhe Charter establish and
maintain a Ciky Planning and Zoning Conmission of Ilve
members, to serve, without compensabion, and to have
such powers and duties as the Board of Commissioners
may presecribe relative Lo Clty Planning and Zoning uniler
the authority of Artiecle 1013A, to 1010J, Revised Civil
Statules of Texas, 1925. The Lerm of each of the five
appointed members shall be 5 years; axcept that of the
five wembars first appointed, one shhall be appolnted
for a term of one year, one for a Lerm of two yeurs,
one for a term of thrae yearg, and one lor a term of
Tour yearg. Any vacancy 1in and during the unexpired
term of an appointed member shall ba illed by the
Doard Of Commissioners, The Mayor shall provids .the

ks e dan e e e B TN




J
LY

the Commission with the necessary clerical help, offfice
equipment and suprliles.

Create Other Offices or Departmenls

Section 28 TEe Board of Comwisslonars shall hereg-
by have the pover and avthority to create other oflices
or departments, by ordioauce, nobt hereln speeified, and
to appoint therefor officers or heads of such depart-
ment s, provide, compensation for such appointess, such
ag Superintendent or Director ol Fublic Vorks, éuper
intendent of Streets and Parks, Superintendent of
Vater and Sewer depavbments, may create and provide
for, by ordinance, an {ndependent Utillity Board to man-
age and operale city owned utilitiesy may create and
provida fioy by ordinance, a rabirement system for olby
employees and parbiclpate in and Joln with the Texas
Vunicipal System as provided by Spabe Law,

ARTICLE V11
DEPARTMENT OF LAY,
Clty Attorney

Section 1t The Yoard of Commissioners shall appoint
a city attorney who shall be gualified attorney-at.-law
who is licensed bo practise in the State ol Texas. The
City Attorpey shall recelve for hiis services such conpen-
sation as may he fixed by the Commlssioners and shall
nold his office until his successor ls aprointed and
qualified.

1ty Attorney Powers-and Dulles

Section 2: The Clty Attorney shall be the ehiel
legal advlser of the Board of Comulgsioners, of all
offices, department g and agencies and af ail offflcers
and empioyeas in mat-ers r:lating to thelr ofllclal
powers and dvties, lle shall represent the Clty in all
legal proccedingu., 1t shall be his duty bto psrform all
services incident to hils positlon as may be reguired
by sbatus, by this Charter or by ordinance.

flemoval Prom Office

Section 3t The City Attorney shall be removahle
at any bime during his berm ofr office at the will and




pleasure of bthe BDoard of Commlssloners., The City Abblor-
ney in offlice when this Charler goes into effect shall
hold office uptil the (irst Tuesday in April, 1957, subh-
Ject to remaval as hereln provided,

- Othexr Provigions .

Section 41 The Board of Commisgioners mny employ
any counsel other Lhan the City Abtornhey as bhey may deom
advignble to assist the City Attorney or Lo repregant
the City in any speclal cases In which the Clty may Dbe
involved in libtigation, when the HBoard of Commissloners
feals the need for the advise of @ speclallst ip sdme
field of the law svwch as bond law altorneys, paving
assessme b attorneys, wie.j and they, tha vourd of Com-
missioners may also employ atterusys to collect or as-
si8t 1in the collection of the dellnguent toxes of the
Civy, but i an .tlornay be employed to collect delins>
quent taxes, his fee way not exceed 15% of nll delin-
%uent taxes which he collects or assists In the collectk.
slon of,

Corporation Court

Section 51 There shall be a court for the Lrial of
mlsdemeanor offenses known as bhe "Corporabion Court of
the City of Raymondville " with such povers and dutbiles
a8 are given and prescribed by bthe laws of the 8, ate of
Texas,

“{))  Thers shall ba a maglistrate of said Corioration
Court kiown as bhe ¢ty judge who shall be elected o
of fice as provided 1ln Bection 5, Artlele B of this Charter.
Bls term of offdlce shall ba for two years and he shall
possess the same qualificellons of office as provided
in this Charter for the Mayor and Commlissioners, All
costs and fineg imposed by the Corporation Court, ar by
iany other courb in cases avpesled (rom Judgments of the
Corporatiop Covrt, shall be pald lpbo the Cilty Treasury
for the use and benefit of the City. “The City Judge
shall receive such compengabtion as may be provided by
ordinance frowm time to time. 1In bhe event of vacancy
ip the office of City Judge, the same shall he [llled
as herein provided. .

ARTICLE VL1
FFIMANCIAL ADMIF ISTHATION

Ppiractor of Flnunce

et m e hbeddnonreere oo bl p e e g s




Section 1t The Board of Coumissioners shall have
the power and authorlty to create a deportment of [in-
anca wvhen by it deemed expedient and to the bost Inter-
esls of the citizens to do so provided, however, 1I at
least 10 % of the qualified elecbors of the city vob-
ing at the last municipal election at which the Mayor
was elected; petition the Board of Commissloners bo
create this deparbtment.

al  When such deparkment is SQTEX%Q§BAW$hELﬁ%§bﬁl;
be a dirgdlor therest Who Bkl Hé tlected to such offlce
as provided in Article ' of this Charter. Such Diractor
of Finance shall be gualifled to do wmupleipal peeounting,
verded in tax matters and shall have had experience ib
budgeting, and, financlal conkrol. He shall provide 4
Corporate Surely bond in such an amornt as the voard of
Comnisstioners may regqvire of him fcr the falthful per-

formaneeof hlg dutles and acls, i
B)  In liew of thg c¢rentiion of a Department of Fin-

ance by the Board of Commissioners sald Board shesll del-
ggate suoh acks and dutles hereln providdd by this article
and sections thareof ag the acts and duties of any now
exisbing office or offices, svch delegatlon and delina-
ation shall be done by'ordlnance or resolution,

Mw
. Powers and bPutles

Section 2: 'fhe director of finance shall have
charge of the administration of the financilal affairs
of the eity and to that end ha shall huve authority and
ghall he reqguired:

(a) To prepare the budget, as ovilined in Bectlon
3, &, and 5 of this AFticle, nnd Lo assist tho designa-
ted officer in ite execvlion alter avthorizatlon by the
Board of Commissioners, as required by fSectlon 6.

(b) %5 maintain accounting control over the fin.
ances of the City Covervment, for which purpose 1t is
empovered Lo operate a set of general accounts embrac-
ing all the financlal transactions to the City, and such
subsidilary accounks and cost records as may be required
by ordinance or by the Director of Winance for purposes
of administrative direction and financial conbroly to
prescribe the forms of receipbs, vouchers, bill, or
olaims to be filed by all departments and agencles of
the City government) to examine and approve all con-
Aracts, order, and other documents by whilch the City
ineurs financial obligations, having a scertalned before
approval that monles have been duly appropriated and
alletted to weeb such obligations and will beconme avall-
able when the obligaublons have hecome due and payable;
to audil and approve all Lills, involces, payrolls, nnd
other evid ences of claims, demands, or chargeg against
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the City Government and to determine the regularity,
legality, and correctness of such cladms, demandg, or
charges: Lo make mopthly reports on a1l recelpbs and
expenditures of the Clty government, to wake menbhly
reports on funds, appropriations nliotments, encomb -
yances and aubhorized paymenbs, tm

joners, and the head of the departmenl or agency dir-
octly concerned; to inspect and andit any acounts or
records of [inancial transactlons whleh nay bes wmaln-
tained in any department or agency ol the City govern-
ment apart from or subsidiary bo the general accountsy
and Go perform such obther dvltes perbaining to the
financial records of the CGibty governnent as the Board
of Comuissioners may require by ordinunce,

(e) To control the porchase, storage, rud dis-
tributlon of all supplies, materials, aquipment and
contractual services required by the clty governmenb,
or by any depariment or agency thereof, in the manner
provided hy ordinance; te esbablish and enforce skand -
ard specificabions with ragpect Lo sueh supplies,; mab-
erials and equipment; te inspeclt or supervise the in-
spection of wll deliveries of supplies, materisls, and
squipment, and to determine their quulity, quanitby,
and conformancs with specifications; Lo hive charge of
sveh general storerooms and garehonses as bhe Board of
Comnissioners may provide by ordinance; and to transler
Lo or bebuween Cibt; departments gupplies, materlals and
equlpm nt,

(d) To assess all property within the Ciby for
taxation, to prapare baz waps, und tc make all special
assossments for public lmprovements, and to give such
nobice of these agsessments to the propariy ownaers as
may be regquired by law,

(e) To collect, have custody of, and disburse al)
taxes, licenses, fees, and otber monies helongling to
the City covermuent, subjechk bo the provisions of thils
Charber and ordinances enacted thereunder; to have cus-
body of all investments and {nvesbed funds of the Ciby
or in posggesslon of the City in a [lduclary capacl by;
and to keep o record of such 1pvestments, and to have
custody of all bonds uand certilicates unlssued or can-
celled. and the recelpt and delivery of Glty bonds and
certificmtes for transfer, registration, or exchange,

Pigeal Year

! Section 3t The fiscal year of the City govern-
ment shall begin on the lst day of Octoher each year
and shall end op the last day of Geplewmber the follow.
ing year. Such year shall constitute the budgel year
of the City government,

the Boord of Commiss .




City Budget

Bectiont: 'The Direclor of Finance shall prepare
mach year, not laber bthan August 15, a Budget to cover
all proposed expenditures of the government of the Clby
for the succeeding year. OSuch budget shall be careful-
1y itemized so as Lo make a clear & comparison as pract-
{eable, with the inforwatlon then at hand, between ax.
penditures included in the proposed budget and actual
axpenditures for the samne Or similar purposes for the
preceding year, The budget must also be so prepared:
as to show as definitely as possible each of the var-
{ous projects for which appropriations are set up in
the budget, and the estimabed amwnt of money carried
in the bidget for each of these projecdts. Uhe budget
shall also contain a complete fina clal statement of
the City showing all cutstanding ohlipgations of Lhe
City, the casb on hand Lo the credit of ecch and every
fund, the funds recelved [rom all sources doring Lhe
previous yaar, the funds availible I'rom all sources
during the ensuing year, the estimated revemve avall-
able bo cover the proposed budget, and the estimated
rabe of bax which will bve required.

Budget Filing

gecbion 5¢ ‘'Phe budget prepured by the Director of
Minance in the wanner hereinbelore described ghall be
T1led with the City Sgcretary not less than thirty days
prior to the time the Board of Commissioners makes Its
tax levy for the currenl fiscal y¢dr, and svch budgetb
ehall be ayallahle for the inspectlon of any taxpayer,

Public Hearing, Ebc,

Section 61 ‘I'he board of Commissioners shall gach
year provide for a public hearing on guch bddgeb, which
hearing shall take place on some dabe Lo be Cixed by
the Doard of Commlssioners, nob less than fiftren days
gsubseguent to the tlme such budret ds filed as provid-
ed in Section 5, and mlor to the btime the doard of
Commissioners makes iks tax levy., Public notlce of the
hour, date and place ol such fiearing shall be glven.by
the PBoard of Commissioners in a newspaper published in
the City of. Raymondville for at least one fssue fimediate-
1y preceding the dote of gald hearing, and anp Laxpay-
oy of the City shall have the right te be pregent and
participate in such hearing. At the conclusion of such
hearings the budget ag prepared by the Director of Fin-
ance shall be acted upoh by the Board of Commissioners.




The Board of Commitsioners shall have the aulbority to
wale such changes in the budget as in their Jjudgment
the law warrants and the best interesbs of the btaxpay-
ers of the City demand. When the budgeb has been tin-
ally approved by -the Board of Commissioners, the budget
as so approved shall be filed with the City Secretary
and taxes levied only in vccordance therewith, and no
expenditure of the funds of the City shall thereafler
be made except in strict compliance with such adopbed
budgekb, excepl that in case of grave public necessity,
emergency expenditures bto meeb urmusual and vaforseen
conditlons, whilch could not, by reasonabie diligent
thovght and attention, hove been inclbded in the ordg -
inal budget, may frowm time to time be aulhorized by the
Yoard of Commissioners. Ipmediately fter the Adoption
of sald budget, or any amendment btbaréto, the Director
of Finance shall file or cause to be Piled, a true cony
of said approved budget and all amendmenbs therebo, in
Lthe office of the County CGlerk of Willmey (ounty, Texus,
and with the State Compbroller at Austin, Texas, In
the preparation of the budget, the Director of Minance
shall have the authority to reguire the heads of all
deparbments to furnish such inform.tlon as may bo hec-
assary ror him to have in order that Lhe budgebt dover-
ing the expenditures of the City may be properly nhre-
pared. Any funds collected In excess of taxes levied
for the budget year may be oxpended for any purpose
subhorized by this Charter.

Work Program and Allotments

Sechion 7: Immediately before the beginning of
the Tisecal year Lhe head of each depar tment or agency
of the City govermment shall submlbt to the tiepariment
of Tinance a work prograwm for the year, which program
shall inelude all appropriations for its operstions and
mainbenance apnd for acquisition of property, and shall
show the requested allotments 6 suid appropriatlons
for such department or agepcy by quarbevs (or by months)
for the enkire flseal year, The DBoard of Commissioners
with the agsistance of other officlals in the Departmenﬁ
of Finance, shall review the requested allotments in the
14ghit of the work program of the department or ag ency
concerned, and wmay, i’ they deem nacessary, revise, al-
ter, or change such allotments before authorizing the
same, The sggregate of such allobtmenbs shall nobt ex-
ceod the total appropriation avallable bto sald departbinent
or sgency for the [iscal year. The Department ol Fin-
ance shall authorize all expenitvres lor the dapartments
and a encles to be made [rom the apprapriatlons on the
basis of approved allotments and nob otherwise, The
approved allobments may be ravised during the fiscal yeay
by the Director of Winances. If, ol any bime during the
fiscal year, the Director f Flpuance shall agscarbain that




the available income, plus fund balances, for Lhe yeur,
will ba less than the total spprropriatlons, he shall re.
condider the work pro grams and allobments of Lthe sever-
al departments and agencles and revise them so as to for.
estall the making of expendltures in excess of the saild
income and {und balances. :

Transfer of Appropriations

Section 8: The Board of Commissloners wmay trans-
fer any unencumbered a-propriation bslance or any por-
tion thereof within a depavtment of agency of the Clty
government or Crom one deparbment or agency o another.

Monoy to be Drawn Crom Traasury in Lceordance With Ap-
propriation

Section 9: No money shall be drawn from Lhe Lreas-
ury of bthe Ciby, nor shnll any obligabion for the exvend-
lbtures of wonay bhe incurved, oxcopt in pursvance of the
annual appropriation ordinance or of sueh ordinance
when changed as avthorized by Lhis Charter. At the close
of each flseal year any unencunbered balance of an appro-
priation shall r vert to the fumi [rom which arproprilat.
ed anld shall be subject to reaprropriabi-ny bub appropria.
tions may be wmade by the Doard of Commissionerg, to be
pail oub of ipcome of the currenl year, 1in furtherance
of improveménts or obther objects or works which will notb
be cam Leted within sueh year, and any such appropria-
tion shall continue in force until the purpoge for whleh
1t was made shall have bean sccomplished or asandoned.

Purchases Procedure

Section 10: dJefore the Clty makes any purchase or
conbract for supplies, mabterials, enqulipment or contract-
ual gervices, opportunity shatl be glven for compebilbion,
under such rules and regulations, and with such except-
long, as the 3oard of Commissloners may prescrilbe any
ordinance, ALl expenditures for supplies, maberlals, or
equipment, or conbractuval non-prifessional gerviess in-
"volving more Lhan $§2000,00 shall be wmade on a  wrltben
conbract, and suech contract shall be awarded to the low-
eat responsible bidder afbzr such public notice and com-
petition as may be prescribed by ordinance.

Custody of City Moneys

geclion 11 ALL mareys vécailved by any department
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or agency of the City for or in conrectlon with bhe bus-

iness nf the City gover ment shall be paid promptly into

the treasury and shall be deposlited wilh the depository

of the City, which shall be selected us provided by law

for selecting City depositorles, 1l dnterest on moneys

belonglng to the City shall accrue to the benefit of the
“ City governmenb, . ' .

Issuance of Bondsl_

Section 12t ‘he City may issue bonds to pay for
sny property or public improvement vhich 14 may lawful-
1y acquire or construct, to pay for any improvament
the cost of which is bo be assessed wholly or dn par
agalpst abutbing or benalitting property, or to fund
or refwnd any indebtedness oulstunding sﬁ the time this
Charter bakes affect Ior whleh inadequate provision for
payment has been wade; but no bondd shall be issued to
pay current expensaes. The enumeration, in the preced-
ing seuntence, of parbtleular powers of the City in con-
nection with tho lssuvavce of bands shall not be held
or deemed Lo be exclusive; and, in addition to the powers
enumerabed or implied in the precading sentence, or ap-
propriata to the exercise of suc powers, it is Inbended
that the Clty of Raymondville shuall -ave ahd ney exesrcilse
Lhe authority to issue revenue Honds for the purchase of
utilitles or-any oGher self-liquidating assal for which
reveme bonds may lawfully be issuet. U is intended thot
the Clty of Raymondville shall huve and may sxercise the
aubhority to' lssue honds lor the consbruction and main-
tenance of dams or alrports to compnrable improvements
or facilibies -within or without the Ciby 1imits. 4L11
tax bonds of the CLLy ahall be authorized by ordinunce
pagssed by an afflrmative vote of at lesst u majority =f
the membars of the Roard of Commisslioners and approved by
a mujority of the guaiifled volers of the Cily ol Ruy-
mondville who are property taxpayers vobing ab the el.
celion ealled for the purpose of aubhorlzing Lhe 1s-
suance of bax honds, Such election ghall he ordared by
the loard of Commlssioners and notlce thereof shall be
given by the Mayor, al least thirbty days prior to the
date of the election, throvgh publicabion, in accord-
afce with the wanner prescribed by State Law, 1n some
pewspaper published in the City. Bonds for bthe acquisl-
tion of property, ov the construckion of improveme: bs,
shall be issued for a priod not to exceed Gthe probable
vsalfvlness of the property »r fmprovement for which they
are used; but in no case shall bonds be issued [or a
tonger perlod than forty years. A11l bonds heraftler lssued
by bha City shall mabure ib annval installmenbts un'! the
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first installment of principal shall fall duve and be
payable not later than iwo years alCbeyr btha date of
lssue,

Temnorary Borrowing

Section 13y For Lhe purposo of temporary horrow -
ing, the Board of Commissioners shall have the power
Ly ordinance to ralse money on the cradit of the Cily
by the issvance of notes or warrants in anticipation
of the colleclilon of taxes or of specinl asgsessments.
Such nolesd or warrantg may be converted into bonds hy
giving public notice of Inteniion Lo do so as provid.
ed by low., .

Contracts for Cilby Improvements

flection 14t Any Cily dmprovement costing more than
$#2000.00 shall be execpted hy conbracl except where such
fmprovement ia sutborlzed by the Board of Commissloners
to be executed directly by a Cliy department in confor-
mity with detalled plans, speciflications, and estimales.
A1l such contracts for more than §2000.00 shull be award-
ad Lo the lowest resonsible bidder afber such publice
notice and competitlion as mway be preseribed by ordibance,
provided the Board ol Commisgioncers shall have the power
to reject all blds and advertlse again., Alleratlons in
the contract nmay be made when aubborlzed by the Doard of
Gommissioners,

Independent Audit

Section 1%: As soon as pracbicable afler the close
of each flscai year, an independenlt audit shall be made
of all accounts of the Clby govarnment by Certified Pub-
lic fecountants, selected by the Board of Commissioners,
who have no perscnal iInberest directly or indirectly, in
the financial affairg of the Clty govervwenbt, or asny of
lts officers, The results ol thils sudlt shail be publish-
gd lmmediately upon its completion.

. ARTICLEE 1X
TAXALLON

Power Lo Tawx

Saction L: The Board of Cowmigsioners shall. have
the power under provisions of 8itale Law to levy, assess,
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and collect an anpual tax upon properties wilhin the City.
Aggessment and Collection of Tax s

Section 2 The Board-of Commlssionerg shall have the

" power by ordinence Lo regulate the mode and mammer of mak-

ing out tax lists, ilnvenborles and appraisements of proper-
ty Cor taxation, and Lo prescribe bthe oabh that shall be
administered to each person on such reuditions uf his pro-
perty, snd to prescribe the wanper apnd form of agsessment
rolls. and to £ix the duties and defins the power of the
Clty hssessor and Collector, and adopt supch measures as

the BDoard of Commigssionars may deem advisable Lo sacure the
assessment of all property subject to taxatlon within the
City and to provide for the equalilzation of a1l taxes ass~
pgged, '

Beoard of Rgurnlizallon

Section 3t The lloard of Commlssloners shall althsy
sit each year as a Loard ol Bqualization for tha purpose
of sgualizing assessmenbs vpon all property assesssd or
Ciby purposes, or shall appoint three residenbts wao shall
be qualified voters and real property owners as 4 woard
Cor that purpose. The Board of Hqualization shall ach
under such rules as may be prescribed by ordirance, It
shall be the duby of suech Hoard to examine, and, 1F nec-
essary, revise agsessments as returned by the Clty Assas.
sor aﬂd ollector, to the end that all properby within
the Clty shall be assassed as falrly and equally as oss-
thle. Not less than one weel beflore Lbhe flrst meebing
of Ghe Doard of Bgqualization in any year, notlce shall
be given ov the time and place of such meeoting by publlc..
ation 1n at lemst one paper oublished in the City., Hotice
of the first meeting of bthe oard may also he given by
other means. .The first meeting of the Loard of Tiquatiza -
tion shall be held on June 1 of each year, or ag soORn
therealter as practicable, AfLter such first meetlng, the
Poard wmay adjourn from time to time, and vote of adjourn-
ment to a particular time and place shall he sufficlent
notlce of the meeting so lheld. NMny person who may ob-
jeet or cowplalh s To the assessment of his property for
Clty purposes shall have the right to appeal Lo the Board
of Bgualization elther in pevrson or by aulhorized ngent,
and such appeal may be made either by parsonal appear.
ance helore the Board or 1n writlng, 'The lLiourd of Bgual -
izabion shail h=ve power Lo sommon any properby owner of
the City belore them, to take testimony under oath, and
to reguire the production of books, papers, socot nbe nnd
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other evidence of the ownershilp and value of propertly
witaln the City. Any person falling to ap-ear before
the Board when summoned, or [alling Lo glve or producs
such bestimony or evidence, shall be guilty of contempt
and may be punished by the Bosrd with a Tine not o ex-
ceed one hundred dollars. The agsessment ol property
for the City purposes as vevised or fixed hy the Board
of Egualization after the property owner has had an op-
portunibty for hearing os provided by Stabe law shall be
final.

edzure and 8ale for Delingquent YTaxes

Section ki The Board of Comwissioners shall have
full power and autbority to provide by ordinance for the
sedzure and aasle by the Clby Asssssor and Collector of
a sufflclent amount of personal vroperty of any delin-
quent taxpayer bo pay all taxes, due on sald personal
property by said delinquent, te the City, together with
all interest, penaities, and costyg, which selzure and
sale shall be made wilthcub necessity of any writ and hy
birtue ol the tax rolls of sold City, which shall be
sulliclent warrant for said purpose, o d such shall be
condueted and notlice given in the sume manner now pro-
vided by lay for the sale for parsonal pr.party by county
tax collecturs, and abt such sule tbe purchasers shall
acquire absolute title to the property sold,

Advertisement and Sale of Propurty: Delingrent lexes

Sectlion 51 4he lvard of Commissionars shall have
fyll power and aubhority te pass all ordinances necess- y
ary to regulate advertisemants and sales, by the Assessor
and Collector, of personal prep rty upon whileh taxes nay
be wnpaid, ﬂnd to provide (or bthe perpetuabior of all pro-
ceedings with reference to such advertisements and salay
and to pass all ordlinances necessary Lo enforce the colieob»
ion of such baxes,

Taxes--vhen Due and Poyable: Inberest and Pehaltles

Section 6: A1l taxes, excises and charges herebto-
fore levied or made by the City of Raymondvilile, and
remaining unpaid, In whole or In part, uat the tlwe this
Charter Utaies effect, shall remain subject to and gov-
grned by the laws of the Stale, und the ordinances,
rules and régulations of the City of Ra/mondville, now
gxisting applicable thereto. )

(a) AlL ad valorem taxms lavied by the City of Hay-
mondvi le for the year 1953 and subseguent years shull




bacome payable on bthe first day al Qetbober of sold res.-
pective years and delinguent con February L, next follow-
ing the year in which they are levied, shull Lhereafter
bear inberest abt the rate of six per cent per ANDUM, un-
t1l paid, and in additlon thereto, therve shall be col-
lected an additlonal ten por cenbt vpon Lhe amount of suveh
taxes ng o penalty against the pevson, fim or corpora-
tion failing, neglectling or refusing Lo pay such laxes
by bthe tlwe the sawe began to bear interest as aforesaid,
and cosbts in the amount of §1.00 each yoar tax is cleap-
ad by redemption recelpl. Interest, penalty, and coste
shall heccme a part of the bax and collected in the dame
manner. In any case 1n whie a suit is brovght Tor col-
Toction of detipguent ltarey, thera ahall also be charg-
ed end colleckted an mmount equal Lo 1y of bhe taxes,
penalbies, sand inlerest dve, a3 ¢ollectlion cosks, und

L e same shall be secured by bhe lien sscuring tha pay-
ment of such baxes.

(b) ALl taxes due and bo hecowe dve Lo the elby
of Ruymondville shall be payable ab bthe office of the
City fssescor and Collect o, and no demands shall he re.
quired to Le made upon uny taxaayer, Lt being the duby
of cuch such taxpayer bo otbend at the Collector's office
and pay bly taxes.

(¢) A lien is hereby crsaled on all roperty, read
and personal, in favor of the City of Ruyrordville for -
all lLaxeg, ad valorem, occupation, or otherwlse, assess-
ed agains% such property. Sald Llen sball eﬁisé Lrom
the first day of January in each year during which the
tax 1s leived unbil the taxes sre paidi -ych lien shall
he prior bo all other clajma, and ne giflt,sals, anglgn-
ment, or transfer of -any kind, or Judi-dal wril of any
kind can ever defeab such lien, but the assessor and col -
jector of taxes can pursuve such nropsriy and whenever
found may seize and sell enough thereof to sabtisly such
tuxes, or the Ciby may enforce anl forecloge suid llens,
by sult or ocbherwise, in any court baving Jurisdiction,
and may cause all or any purt of such property to be
sold Lo satlsly such b axes.

(d) 'Yhe Board of Commissioners may by ordinance
provide that all taxes aither current or dalinguent,
duettha Gity of Ruymcnéville, may be paid in dnstall-
ments.

Tax Liens

gection 7 The annual assesvment ol btaxes made by
the (iby of huymondville upon landed proaerty shall he a
gpecial llen thereon and all property, bobth real and per-
sonal, belonging to any dalinguent Laxpayer shall be 1ie




able to seizure and sale for the payuent of all taxes
andgqpenalties due by guch delinguenty provided that
abe homestead of such dellpnguent shall only be lLlalble
for the taxes, inlereat, penaltles apnd costs due or
accuring thereon.

(a) AlL real propaerty in the Cliy of Ruymondville
uypon the first day of Janvary of each year and sublect
to taxation by said City, shall stand charged with a
speelal Lien in {dvor ol the Clty for all taxes levied
against the owner thereofl during the year, superior to
all mortgages and obther liens thereupon, except the
1iens for taxes due obher public baxing units authoriz-
ed by law to levy taxes bhereon and for vhich tax lien
45 given by law on such properby, and all persons pur .
chagsing the same aflbter bthe first doy of January of any
year shall take the sdme subject to such llen, and the
Cily way inbervene in any suit for the forclosure of
any other lien and assert its right or muy Instlbute
an independent sult and make all mortgagss and lilen
noldors and subssquent purchasers parties for the pur-
pose of enfarcing lbs ldlen, or racovesrlng personal
judgment for its taxes; and said Cibty shall be aubhor-
fz0d and 1t is hereby made the duty of the City Tax
Assessor and Colleclor to file the proper stabemsnt of
the taxes in any court or bankruptcy adwnlnistering
the estate of any bankrupb taxpayer.

(b} In all cassg wherae a taxpayer mekes an assign-
ment of hig property f£8r the paywent of his debts, or
where his property 1s levied upon by cradllors by wrills
of abtachment or otherwise, of where the estate of a de-
cedent has becows insulvent and the btaxes assessed against
such in whole, the amm:nt of such unpaid tuxes ghall be
a {irsk lien upon all such propertyy provided that vhen
taxes are due-upon the estabe of a deceased person the
11en herein provided for shall be subject bto the allow-
ances Lo widows and minors, funaral expenses and expen-
ses of last sickness, and sueh vnpaid taxes shall be
paid by the assignee when suid property has heen assign.
ed, by the sheriff oul of the proceeds of sale in cdse
speh properby has been selzed by attachment or obher
Mrit, and by the adwminlstrator or other legal represent-
ablves of decendeits; and 30 sald taxes shall pnot be
pald, all saild property may be leived on by Pax Collect-
or and gold for such taxes in whomsgoevar's hands it may
be found.

Personnl Property~-Resmoval ant Procedurs

Spetion 8¢ I it comes to the knowledge of the City
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hssessor and Collector at any btima ofler the levy of
taxes for the year thab any persons’l property subjlect
to taxation in the City is about bo be removed from
the City, and the owner of such property has no other
tangible property in the Clby sulliclent %o gatisly all
assessments against him, the Assessor and Collecltor
shall, if suiﬁ property hag nol been assessed, pro-
ceed at once Lo assess the same and he shall %hareupon
levy upon a suflicieney ol svceh property to saligfly
such taxes and all costs and sell the same as provided
in the preceding sechiony and the ordinance lavying
taxes for the year and the mgsesament wade vpon such
property shall be sufficlent warrant for so doing and
to vest tltle in the purchuser,

Tax Suits--Forclosure and Redemptiont

Section 9: The Clty of Raymondville shall bas author-
jzed and 1t 4is hereby given the right to institube sulk
in any court in Willacy County having Jurilsdletion under
the constitubion and Iaws of the State at any time alter
taxey bacome due and are deldngquent as herein provided,
and recover personal Judgmenl for Che amount of lLaxes
remaining unpaid by any person, flvm or corporation; to-
gebher with 811 interest, penaities and oosbsg, and Af
any part of such delinquent tax shuil he due upon any
tanded or personal property, the Glty shall have the
right in the .same or any subsequenh svlt to have 1ls
lien thereon forelosed, and such property seld as pro-
vidad by Law for the foreclosure and sale of property
under mortgage or other liens; wrovided thab 1n all cases
wvhere lands are gold the owner shull have the right with-
in two years from thedate of the Iiling of the tax deed
to redeem his . land Crom the purchos.r under such Judg-
menl, as provided by 8ection 12, Acts 1937, t5th Leg,

Ch. 506, p. 19h9.a, as amended, or as way hersalter be
provided by tha Laws of Texas or vy ordinance of the
City of Raymondville, and falling to do so, the titls
of the purchaser shall become absolute without Curther
anct or proceeding. The privilege of redemption shall
constitute part of the judgment and dead made to the
purchagser and insveh cases need not be Inserted there-
in, ’ ‘
Tax bBuilts~-Parties and Process

v Bection 10t The applicable provisions of the laws
and Rules of Civil Procedvre of the State relating to
partics and process in sults for the collectlon ol del
jinguent ad valorem taxes and the foreclosure of bhe
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14ens bthereof shall govern 1n such tax sults of the City
of Raywmondville.

fax Sultg-~Cltation by Publication and Trddl

Saction 111 In all tax suits in which service of
process ls by publication or posbing, the case shall
stand for btrial at the time and lo the manner as pro-
vided by law or bhe rules of Civil P'rocedure in simi~
lay cases, Tha sull shall be held in all regpects Lo
be a proceading in rem, and the court shall herse proof,
and render judgwenht in favor of the Clity ageinst each
pareal of land for the amount of the tax, lnterest,
penalby, and costs legally ohargeable agalinst the sanme
and shail Coreclose bthe Lien of the City thereon and
condewn the land to be sold as under execulion for the
purpose of satlsfylng such Judpgments providaed that for
the purpose of loreclosing the 1ien of bthe City on all
Tands and lots where the owners thereof are alleged Lo
be unknown, it shall not be necessary to institube a
sepavate svll ngalnst each plece of proparty, and nll
swich property may, if the Clty so glects, be embraced
in one suit and judgment entered against each parcel
and condemning the same to be sold as aloresald,

Tax Suits--Procedura

fectlon 12: 1t shall be competent in all cases Lo
supplement the descriptlon contained in the asgessment
rolls with full proof of Ghe ldantity of the whole tract
or parcael of land thereln assessed, and in sulls to en-
force collection of taxes by the City, such additional
matters may be inserted in the petition and refercnce
may be made to any map, plat or survey of sald Clgy or
any addition made thereto or to any deed or decree or
cther insbrument describing the same, which shall be
on fila or of record in bhe Genaral Land Offlce of Texas
in the office of the District or County Clerk of Willacy
County, and such reference shall consbitute part of such
petiblon and all oroceadings had in sald svlt,

Tax Sultse-btvidonce

Saction 13t In all sults for the dollectlon of
Laxes which' have been hersbofore or which wmay hereaflter

‘be levied upon thebax rolls of sald City a certilied

statement made therelrom by the Assessor and Collecbor
shall be orime foele evidence of the truth of all racl -
tation and Ifuebs shown by said rolls and shall be held




to be sufficient wroof {gubject to rebuttal only by
pleading end proof by defondant) of the Tollowing lacbs,
viat

(a) 'Phat the person, firm or corporabion thereln
show to be a taxpayer was such and owned the properby

. heredn tlsted, and that such properby was subject to

Taxabion in such City and was rendered by such, person,
firm or corporation or by his or its agent al bhe value
placed therson ip such rolls, or vas unrendered and
placed on the unrendered rolis.

{(b) ‘Yhat the taxes due upon such property were
duly and legally levied for the purpose shown 1o such
rolls and thal the same are valid and unpaid, '

(e) That allacts and proceadings required by law
or by ordinance of sald City in the manner for render-
ing, appralsing and Tixing the values of sald proper by
and the giving of all nobtices to such taxpayers have
eanch and ail been performed and co plied with at the
time and in the msnner and forw requlved and phat all
thdngs that might be construed as conditlons precedent
Lo the lawlful demahd upon such lLaxpaysrs Lo pay the
amount of taxes in such rolls shown Lo he due by him
or then have been performed at the time and in the mannex
vequired by law provided that in the evenl that defleb-
dant shall show that his property was voluntarily ren-
dered by him, and thut the valvation of the sume was sub-
gsequently changed by the Assassor or Joaprd of Bqualilza-
tion without natice to him or his agent, or show thot
gaid rate ol taxabion (or any purpose wis bo any extent
i1legal, judgement shall bthereupon be rendered against
him for the proper amounl due bhased upen bhe value of
his property as rendered by him and the amount of tax
which 1s found to be legal.

Cose in Tax Sulis

Secbion 1%y In all sults for the collectlon of taxes
the costs of such proceedings shall be sollected in the
game manner provided by law for the collection of costs
%n suils for taxes by the state and mvuhby.

Tax Bales--urchases

Section 15: ‘When any properly, real or personal, is
sold to enforce the collection of baxes, the Ciby of Bay-
mondville shall nob become the urchager thoreofl unless
no one elge is present who will purchase the saue ahd pay
the full amount due the City, Incluiing atl costs and psn-
alties, and 1t 19 hereby the duty ol the Cily Attorney as
quch bo attend all sales and bid Ler khe “ilLy, and upon
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such sule, the officer making the same shall execute bo
the Clby or obther purchaser propur evidence of the tisle
and place Lhe purchaser of personal property in possess-
jon thereol. .

Assessment of Waxes--Gupplementsl

Spotion 16: If the Clty Agsessor and Collector
shall discover any property, real or personal, which vas
subject to taxation for any year heretofore and which
Trow any cauges had escaped taxation, be shall requlre
the same to be listed und assessed according to the rats
of taxation levied for the year or years it was omltted
and ented the same as a suporlement Lo his next roll
stabing the year, and tho taxes Lhereon shall be collect-
ed in the same manner as other assessmenbs and bhe subject
to the same penalbtles) providing thab sueh supplemental
rolls shail be due ab once upon the approval of guch
rolls by the Doard of Commlsslovers, and 1f not paid
within sixty days thereafter shall bear interest ab the -
rate of six percent per annum, and may be (ollected by
selziuve and sdle or suit ag bherein provided for the
colledtion O other taxes. )

Tax Lien--Unrendered Property: Unkbown Owner

Seation 171 . The Cibty fAssessor shall list all pro-
perty which Lor any cause bas not been rendered to him
for taxablon in such form as may be prescribed by the
Board of Commission:rs, such valuation (v reon ag hs way
deom just, provided same shall nobt be higher tlan render-
ed property of like charadter, If the ownars of such
property éare unknown to #he As:egsor, he shall so stabe,
and such agsegewents shall be sufficlent warrant for the
collection of taxes due upon said property by selazure
and sale or suilt as herein provided for the colleclion
of taxes on other property.

Stabubte of Limitation--lleguliurities of Procedure

Section 131 Ho taxes due the Clby of laymondville
shall ever be held to be harred by any sbatutse of Limltb-
ation and no irregularities in the btilwe and manrer of
malking the annual levy of taxes or in making any inven-
tory, Llist ar apprajsement, or in waking or returning
tLhe clty asgessment rolls or the approvel thereof shall
agver be hald- to invalidete any assessment, and all taxaes
heretofore levied by the Board of Comrissionevs of sald
City and which zre vnpald, are -hereby continued in force
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and mway be collected by seiwure and sale of bhe proper-
ty of the person owhing the same or by sult as herein
provided,

Property {ubject to Taxallon

Section 19t ALl properiy, rsal or perscnal or mix-
ed, made taxable by the laws of the Stute of Texas, vbich
1s situated in the Cilty of Raywoudville on the flrst day
of January of each year, and 21l personal property owned
and controlled by persons residing herein and taxable by
taw at the place »here the owner or agent in charge may
resie, shall be subject to taxnhblon by suid City for
a1l purposes provided in thias Churter.

Lavs Contimiad in Force--Uccupablon Yax

Saction 20¢ 1he liocard of Cowuslssioners shall have
the power to levy a tax on 21l occuwpatlons, ealling,
businesses and professions toxed by the Stabe of Texas
trom time to time to bhe amcunt of one-half of occupa-
tion btax levied by the 8tale, and shall hove power by
ordinance to provide adequats means for enforcing the
collection of samns.

{n) AL)L laws ond parks of laws now in force pro-
viding for the levy end colleetion of Buxes not dn con-
fidet with this Charter relating (o the City of Raymond-
villa are hereby continued 1n [nll lorce and ellect,

(b) If the Board..l Commigsioners shall fail, re-
fuse or neglect to puss an ordinance Lavylng taxes for
any year, the ordinunce last pasged levylng taxes shall.
e considered in Torce and a ailure to pass such ab
ordinance sholl in nowlss invalildate the collectlion of
any ftaxes.

AREICLE X
Condemnation and Specilal nssessments:
Power of Condemnation and Speclal Assessument

Secbion 1t The City shall have power:

(1) *o acquire property by condemnatlon within
or withaout its corporate llmlts for any municipal pur-
pose, and for the purpose or (a} probecting, presoerv-
ing, and facilitating and jmprovement, or (h) financ-
Ing and improvment, or (c¢) bringing abouk such develop-
ment of property along or in the vieinity of an fmprove -
menk as will make such developmeént harmonious Wi bhand
adjusted bo the improvement, or any combinabions of
such purposes,
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(2) To provide for the paymenl of all or any wvark
of the cosbs of public improvements by the levyling and
collecbing of s=peciul assessmenty uvpon properbies spec-
1ally benefitted, in accordance with authorizations pro-
vﬁdedtby State laws and such amendments ag may be made
thereto,

Speclal issessment Melhod and Jrocedure

Section 21 The wmebthod and proceduvre for detevmin-
ing the amount to be assessed, the spread and apporbtion-
ment of the amount to be assessed, and the boundary and
locatlon of the propariy, lots, district or area to be
assesded, for the making and approval of the plang and
speciflcations, for the nobilces bo property owners and
obher interested parties, for the hearings, for the con-
position; orpanization and procedure of boards of revis-
ion or eppralsal, for the lavy of the assesswent and for
any und all other determinations, steps, measures, resolu-
tlong, ordinanced, and actlonsg in ralation te the nssess-
ment shall be governed by either {(a) the provisions ol
the apeclal assegsnent stotutes of the State of Texas,
or (bg the provisions of a zeqeral ordinance sébting
forth such method und procedure, which general ordinance
may be epacted by bthe Bourd of Commlssioners and shall be
subject to amendwent or repeul, Relative to gal above,
it is the Intent and purpose herasol to write inbto and
pake a part of the “harter of the Clty of Naymondville
the powers, berms, and provisions conbained in Chapler
17 of Title 28, Revised Civil SBtatutes of the State of
Texas, 1925.

Street Improvements--irplslative Acts Invoked

Bactlion ‘3t  Ag exclumlve of the power degcribed in
thils Article and the wmunicipal povers stated or implied
elsevhere in this Charter and wholly alternative Lo these
powers, the City shall have the osower, by ordinance, to
sdopt all and singular the righls, powers, and prov{sions
of Chaptaer 9, Title 28, Kevised C1vil Stalutes of the
iState of ‘Pexas, 1923,

Eminent lomuin

Section % In ndditlon, or as alternatives, to all
other powers on the subject conferred by this Charler ar
exlgting by ZLaw, the Cit; of Ruaywondville shall juve anl
may exelclse all the nowers enumcrabed in Acts 1925, 39th
Leg., p. 33%, Ch. 137, 8ec. 1, relating to the adqu{siw
tlon ol property,




ARTICLE X1
Franchises and Public Ubtilitles
Powersg of the Clty

Section 11 In addition bo thiy Clty's power to buy,
own, consbruct, maintaln and operate utilities and lo
manufacture and distribute electricliy, gas, wabter or
anything else that may be needed or uvged by bthe public
(gee powers made ja rt of thls Charter in Artlcle 1. Sec-
tion 2), the Cibty shall have furbher powers as may be
now or hereafter granted under the constitulilon and laws
of the State ol Texus

Franchises: Power of Board of Comnissioners

Sedtlion 2t Ihe Board of Commissloners shall have
power by ordinance to grant, amend, renew. and exftend
all franchises of all pubklile wiilltles of every charac-
ber operating within the Clty of itaymoniville and for
such purpose 13 granted full power, provided this does
not aubthorize or allow amendment Lo a valld existing
{franchise thut would be eflfectlve Lo lmpaly or reduce
the rights of the holder Lherecl without the consent
of guch holder. All ordinances grantlng, amending, re.
newing, or extending f[ranchilges [for public ytilitles
shall be read al bthree sepurale regular meebings of bthe
Board of Commlssioners, sad shall nobt he finally pass.
ed untdl Lhirty days after the rirst readlng; and no
suech ordinance shall btake effect until sixty days alter
1ts final passage; and pending sueb time, the [ull Laxt
of such ordipance shall be published once egach week for
Pour consecutive weeks in the offlclal newspaper in the
City of Raymondville, and the expense of sveh publica-
tion sball be borne b the proponent of Lhe franchise,
No phblic utility franchise shall be trarsfsrrable ex
cept with the approval of bhe Doard of Coumisslonars
by ordinance. |

Right of Regulation

Beetion 3¢ ALl grants, renewals, extenslons or
amendments of public uwtiliby franchises, whether it he
so previded dn the ordinance or nob, shall be sublect
Lo tha right of the clty:

(a) To repeal the same by ordinanca at any time
Cor failur. to-begin counstruclion or operatlon within
the btime prescribed or otherwise to coiply vith the
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terms of the franchise, such power bto be exercised only
after due noblcee and hearing.

(b} To re uire proper nnd adequate extension of
plant and service, and the maintenance of the plant and
{ixtures at the h{ghest reasonable standard of efficlency.
Yo establigh reasonable standards of sarvice and quallty
of products and prevent unjust dlserimination in service
or rates,

(e¢) 4t any time to examine and aundib the accounts
and obhar records of any suc ulility anhd to require an-
nual and other reports on local operations by each public
utility. : ’

(d) Mo imposze such reasonable regvlabions and re-
strictions as may be deemed desirable or conductive Lo
the saleby, wellare, and accomodation ¢r thie public,

§: to al sny time require such compensaltlon and
rental as nay be rermitbed by the laws of the ftate of
Texas, :

Consent of Properby Gwners

Section 4r  Ybe connent of abutting and adjacent

property owners ghall nobt be required for the constyruet .
ion, extension, mainbenance or aperalion of any public

' vtility; bub nobthing dn this (hartsr ov In any Lrancilge
granted thereunder ghall ever be construed to deprive
arty such property ovner of any ripght of action for dam-
age or imjury -to his property as nov or hereaflter »ro-
vided by law,

fixtensions

Section %: ALl exbensions of public utilities with-
in the City 1imits shall become a part of the aggregale
property of the public utllity shall be operated as such,
and shall be subject to all the obligations and reserved
rights contained in this Charter and in any original
grant hereafter made, Uhe right to vse und maintaln any
extension shall terminate with the original grant and
gshall be terminable ag provided in Section 3, In case
of an extension of public utility operated under a fran-

vchilse hereafter granbed, such right shall be terminable
at the same time and under the sume conditions os the
original grant.

Other Condltlons

Section 6t ALYl franchises hervetolore granted are
recognized us contructs between the Clty of Riy mondvilie
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and the grantee, and the contractual rvighta as c-niained
tn any such Cranchises shall not be dmpairved by the pro-
viIslons of this Charter, excepl lhe gevreal pover of Lhe
City heretofore ervisting and provided for to regvlabe ihe
rates and services of a groantee., FHvery public ubilitby
franchise herealter granbed shall be held subjecel to all
the terms and conditions contained in the various sectlons
ol this artliecley whether or unal such ferms are specifi-
cally mentloned in the franchise. HNothing in bthis Charter
shall operate to limit dn any way as specificelly stabed
the dilscretion of the ~oard of Commissioners or the electors
of the City in imposing tuerms und c¢o ditions as may be
reasonable in connectlon with any Tranchbise grant,

£

Franehise Records

Sectlon 7: Within six months after this Charter
takes ellect every publlc utility and every owner of o
public viilliby franchidse shnll 1le with the city, as
many ag may be prescribed by ordinance, certified coples
of all [ranchlaes owned or clajwed, or under which sueh
utility is operated. 'Cha Uity ehall compile and maln-
tain a sablic record of pnblic vbtildty Tranchiises,

Liccounbs of Municlpallty Owned Ubilities

Section 8: .ccounbs shaull be kKept for each publie
ubdility ownud or operuated by the Clty in sueh manner us
to show the true and complete financiul resvlts of such
clty ownership and operation, including all nssets, app-
ropriately subdivided dnto d{ffwrﬂnt classag, a1l llabll-
1ties subdivided by classes, deprefiation preciated re-
serve, obher reserves and surplusy alszo revenves, aopera-
tinpg expenses including Jepreclatlsn, interest paywments,
rental and other disposibion of annual 1 come. The
acecunbs shall show the actual capital cost to the city
of each public utildby owned, alsc the vost of the ex-
tenslons, additions and improvements, and the gsourca of
the funds expended for such capital purpuses. They shall
ghow us nearly as possible tha cost of any servica {fur.
nished to or rendered by any such viility bo any other
City or governmental departmenl., 'lhe Bosrd of Commisgsion-
ers shall annunlly cause Lo be made and published a re-
port showing the financial results of such ecilby owner.
ship and operabion, glving the information spdedfied in
this section or such data as the Bourd of Cowmlssioners
shull deew expedient.

Regulationg of Rates and Service

Section 93 'The Board of Commiszsilonerg shall have
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full power after due n tice ahd hearing to regulaate by
ordinance the rates and service of every utility opera-
Ling in the clby of Haymondville,

ARTICLE XTI
GENRERAL "ROVISTIONS
Publicity ol Records

Beetion 1t AlL records and accounks of every ollice,
department, or agency of the Clty shall be open Lo in-
spection by any cltlzen, any representative of a cltizgen's
drganization or any represenbative of the press at all
reasonahle times nd under reassonahle regulations sstab
lished by the Board of Commissgioners,

Pargonal Interest

Sgction 2t No member of the Bonrd of Commigsloners
or any officer or employee of he City shall have a {in-
ancial inbterest, direct or indirect, or by reason of own-
erabip of stoclk in any corporation, in any co-tract of
in the sale to the Clty or to a conikractor supplying
the City of any lund or righty or Interests In any land,
material supplies or serviees, or in any matters in
which he acts for the City. /iny wilful vielation ol
this secblon shall consbitute mallensance in ofrice, and
any ofllcer or employses of the c¢ity found guilty there.
of shall thereby forfeit his oflice or position. Any
violution of” this section with the lowledge, express
or implied of the person or corporutlon contracting with
the City shall render the conbtract voldable by the Loard
of Comnissioners,

Incrrasing Personel or Payroll hefore Blectdont

Section 31 Nelther the pevsonsl nor payroll of or
for any department of the Clty sholl be inoreased wikh-
in nilnety .days before any electlon of the Commigsloners
unless same be necessary Lo provide for an emergency .
first formally declared by resolution of the Board of
GCommisslonars, whieh resolutlon shall stale the noture
ol the emergency un’ speclfy the necessary increase in
personnel and-or payroll to meet the zame., No city
car or clty monles shall be vsed for the purpose of
participating in any politlcal caspaipn, In the event
of any viclation aof any orovision of thiz se tion, any
such attempled dncrense shall be void and any and every
person in any manntr particlpating in the avbhorization




or carrying out of any such duerense shall be porson.
ally liable Lo the Clty lfor any money ald oub on ac.
count of any such Increagse} and chall slso be subject
to removal [row any pBsitlon or office with or of the
City which he may hold abt the suit or complaint of any
baxpayer of bhe Clis.  fny such emergency in support
of lneresse of persenel or payroll of any Cily ‘ounad
ubillty under the management of an independant bosard
shall be declare:l by ordar or resonlution of such hourd,

Oath of Office

Sechion Wi Hvery official or officer of the Clly
shall, before sntering upon the dulies of his office
take and subscribe Lo the following oath or ﬂfrirmution,
bo be flled angd kept in bthe office of the City Secra-
tayry, "I ___ do solewnly swear (or afrirm)
that T wi1ll faithfully execute the dubies of the oflice
of’ of the City of Raymonltville, State
of' Texas, and wili to the best of my ability preserve,
probect, amt defend the constitubion and lavs of the
Unlted étahes and of this Stale snd the Charter oand
ordinances of this City; and 1 furthermore solemnly
swenr (or afllirm) that 1 have not irectly nor indirnet-
1y, paid, offered, or promised fto pay, contrihuted, or
promised bo conlribute, any money ov voluable bhinyg,

. or promised any phblic offlcao ar employment, as a re-
ward ror the giving or withholding a vote mé Lhe elec-
tion ot whieh 1 was »lected, or i the offlce is one
of appointment, to secvve wy appolabment, o Help le
GOd ' "

’

Offlcdal onds

Hection 5t The Mayor and euch of the Comnissionars
shall, vpon entering office, execube ofliclal bonds, is-
sued by a coryporate Suyrety Company aubthorized bto do bug-
iness in the fitate of Texas, Lo be approved by the Lourd
off Commissioners, In the awount, condiltloned, and pay-
able as provided by nrticle 1162, Revised Clvil Stutules
of Texasg, 1925,

. (o) A)LLl other officers and cmployees of the ity
of Raymondville whose dubles roguire or invelve bhe hand.
ling or possession of any lunds, personu% property, ‘or
suppliss or other thing of value of the ity of Raymond.
vitle shall enter into bonds bto be anproved by the Bowrd
of Commissioners, contdibioned thal they will fafthlvivy
account for and pay over or dellver all funds and per-
sonat property and obher things of valua belonging to
the City of Haymondville coming inbto thelir possess fon.
Sald bonds shall be 4in such respachive amounts as muy be
fixed by bthe Board ol Commissionnrs,

(v) The premivms of all Corpor: te HSurely bonds
hareln provided Lor siall be pald by bhe Cliy,

' og It shull be bthe duty of the iloard of Commission-
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erg to seec bta the exdeution of all bonds hereln pro-
vided for,

continuance of Contracts

~ Bection 63 All contracts entered into by the City,
or for its benefilt, prlor to the baklng eflect of this
Charter, shall continue in full Corce and effect, FPub-
Lie improvements for which laglslalive steps have been
taken upnder lavs or ordinance existing ubt the time this
Charter takes effect may be carried to completion in
anccardance with the provisions of such existing laws and
ordinances, ' :

Employment byllndependenb Utility Board

gectlon 71 Any officer or employee ol the City,
nay, with the consent and approv'dl of -the Board of
Commissioniers, be employed by an Inddpendent board con-
trolling ang operating a ubtility owned by the Clty, bto
£111 any offic’ or position of, or to perform any ser-
vices for, such lndependent board. 1In ahy such case the
tolia’l compensati n of sueh officer or employee whoge ser-
viaes are o shared betwsen the Clty and sveh independ-
enb board shall be paid by the City and sueh independ-
ent board shall in the proportions that may be agreed
upon batween the Bourd of Comrlsslioners and such inde-
pendent board.

City Mot Heguired o Give Securily or Execube Bond

Section #:. Tt shnll not he necessary in any action,
sult or proceeding in which the Clty of Haymondville 1s
a purdy, Lor any bond, undertaking ov security to be de
manded or execubad by or on behall of sald clity 1n any
of the state courts, but in all sueh actions, sults,
appeals or proceedings same shull be conducted in the
same mopner as if bond, undertaking or securiby had been
given as required b, law, and saild Cily shall be just as
Tiable as il security or bond had been duly execubed,

ﬁffeot of this Charter on Bxlsting Laws

gection 9: ALl opdinances, resolublons, rules and
regulations now inforce under the Ciby Government of the
city of Raymondville and not in conlliet with the pro-
vistons of this Charter, shall rewaln in force under this
Chayter unbtll altersd, amended or repealed by the Board
of Combissioners afber this Churter bakes effect and
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all rights of the Clty of Naymondville under existing
rranchises and contracts ave preserved in full force
and effect. ' '

Interim Munloilpal Govermment

Seetion 10: From and after Lhe dale of the adopt-
ion of this Charter and until there are four Commisslon-
ers, constibuting the Joard of Commissioners elected
and qualifiled, the present Mayor and Lwo Commissioners
of Lthe Clty of Raywondville shall constitute the ..oard
of Cowmissiongrs of the City of Raywoniville, and shall
constitute the governing body aof the City, and have all
the power and duties conferred upo the Board of Com-
missloners by this Charter,

fimendling the Charter

Becblon L1: Amendments to this Charter may be fram-
ed and submitted to the electors I the City by a Charter
Gommission in the manner provided by Jlaw for Pramning and
submitbing a new Charter. Amendments way dlso be -ro-
posed and submitted by ordinance, pissed by a w:jority
vote of the full membership of the Board ol Cosmmissioners,
or by a petiltion signed by not lesg than ten per cent of
bhe nember of those who vobted ab the last regular muniel-
pal electliony provided, however, Lhabt in the latter case
the petition must bear the slgnatuves of at least one
hundred electors of the City. Ihen such a Charter amend -
ment petltion shall bave been liled with Lhe Board of
Commissionars, the Board of Commissloners shnll forth-
with provide by ordinance for submiltbing svch proposed
amendment o a vote of the electors. Any ordinance for
submitting a4 Charter amendment to the electors shall pro-
vide that such amendment be submitled at the next regu-

Jdar wunleipal election; if one shall odeur nob less than

sixty nor wore than one hundred and btwenty doys aflber

bhe passdge of the ordinancey obtherwise it shal! provide
for the submission of the amendment at a gpmeial elecllion
Lo be called and held within the time aforesald, H#dequate
nobice of the proposed amendment or amendmenbs shall be
given by the publication in full of sald amendment or
amendmants in the éfrflclal newspaper or newspapers once
sach wask for three consecubive weeks prior bo the el.
ecbion ab.which the proposed amendment or amendments are
submitted for sdopiion. I a proposed awendment to be
approved hy a wajority of the electors vobing thereon it
shall becoms a part of the Charter at the time [ixed there-
1n. Bach amendment shall be confined to one subjedt; and
when nmors than one amendment shall be submitted ab the




same Lime, they sball be 4o submitted as to enable the
electors to vote on-each clavse geparately, '

Separability Clause

Sectlon 12: If any geacbion or jurt of ssclbion of
this Charter shall be held invalid by a court of com.
petent jurisdicbtion, such holding shall not eflect the
rematnder of lhis Charter nor the ¢ nbtext in which such
geclhion or part of secticn 80 held invalid may appear,
except to the extent Lhabt an entire section ~r part of
section may he Inseparable connected In meaning and el -
fect wibth the section or mrt ol section ko which sueh
holding shall directly apply.

s

Submisgion .ol Charter to lilectors

Sectlon 13: Thls Charter shall be submitted to
the quulified Woters of the City of Haymondvilie at an
election to be held Tor that pur ose on the 29th day
of Mare, 1£55 and 1f a majority of the guallillsnd vot-
ers vobing in such election shall vobte 1in favor of the
adopticn of this Charbter, 1t shall becowms the Charter
of the City of Raymondville, and alter the retorns have
been canvassed, the same sha'l be detlared adopted and
Lhe City Clerk or Clty fecretapy shall file an official
copy of the Charter with the Records ol the City, The _
Glerk or Clty Secretary shall furnlsh the Mayor a cowy |
of said Charber, which copy of the Charter so adopted,
aubhentleated, and certified by his signabure and the
Seal of the C{ty shall be Torwarded by the Mayor Lo the
Becretary of State of the Stale of Texas and shall show
the approval of such Charber by vajority vote of the
qualified voteryg vobing at svel election,

In not less than thirbty days prior Lo such election
the Uity Board of Commissloners shall cause tha Clby l
Glerk to wmail a copy of this C arter to each qualified
voter ol the City of R:imondville as awpesrs from the
Tax Colleabor's latest roll,

We, bhe u~dersigned members of the bwymandviile
Charter Commission, heretofore duly apwinbted Lo pre-
pare a “horter for the Cliy of Rusmoniville, Texus, do
caertify that this publication constitutes n true copy
of the propeosed and recomeended Charbter of the City of
Ruymondville, Texas.

Dated this the 10 day of lanvary, 1955,

Mrs, B. Cannon--Chairman vl Welsser

Fred Oliver lakdie Starek

Mrank Dilckersan do B, Chrdstoffal
A, Cody Jowes G, Duddlesten
L.gear Cavazos i"ij]l'-ﬂn S, {.‘;p])l'g@ﬁﬂ
Anna {linsley Carl R, hiller

Hebbie Shay  Hrs. fale Danshaw-¥Walter Gene Swmith

1




AMEMDMENT VOTED 2ND, DAY OF APRIL, 1963

Mrticle IX, Seetion 2(H) snd (B) shall be as follows!

{D) on the First Tuesday in Aprlil, 1963, and on the first
Tuesday in April at four year dntervals thexealtex; a Mayor
and Two Commissloners. shall be alected al elections to bhe
held for sald purpose fo sguceceed the Mayor anmt Commisslonert
whose texms of office expire on said dates, That the terms
of the Mayor and Commissioners elected in 1963, will explro
in 1967, when their successors are elected and qualify foy
office, That hereafter, the Mavor and Commlssioners will

be elacted to four year terms,

(L) That the terms of the two Commissioners who wexe elected
to office in 1962, be and they are extended so as to end
apon the nlection and gualitlcations of their successors

In April, 1965, that is, thelr terms are extended one year,
Oh the First Tuesday in April at four yeax intervsls there-
after, Two Comulssloners shall be elected at electlons to
be held for such purpose, to succeed the itwo Conmlssioners
whose texrms of office expire on sairl dates. That the pro-
visions of Article 11, Section 2 {U) ancd (B} shall prewvall
ovar other 'seations of the Chartey teo the extent of any
confliet rogarding terms of offlce} dnt this provision will
not affect the requirement for election hy majority vote.

Axrticle VII, Section 5(A) shall be as follows:

(A) Thexe shnll be waglstrate of said Corparation Court

known as the City Judge who shall be elected to office as
provided in seetion 5, Artiele 4 of this Chaxter. Jlis terms
of office shall be for four years nid he shall possess the
sama qualifications of office as provided dn this Chaxter

for the Mavor and Commissioners. A1l costs ahd fines imposed
by the Corporation Court, or by any other court in cases
appenled from Jjudgements of the Corporation Court, shall be
pald into the City Qrensury for the use and benefit of the

“City.  The Clty Judge shall receive such compensation as way

be provided by Ordinance from time to tiwe.  In the event

of vacancy in the offica of Clty Judge, the same shall be
£11led as herein provided, That the provision nf Article VI,
Section 5{A} shall prevall over othex sectlons of the Charter
tb the extunt of any conflict herewlth xegarding the terwm of
offlce of sald Clty Judge,!
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AMENDMENTS YOTRD 7th DAY OF APRIL- 1970, BIFECTIVE 140H

DAY OF APRIL 1970

"Article I1, Sectlon 2. The paragraph at the heading of
gald Saction 2 shall be changad to read as follows:

The Mayor and four Commissiloners of the City shall
be elected at large by the qualified voters of bLhe Clty
of Raymondville at ‘elecltions to be held for that purpose,

‘and shall hold office for four years, and until thelr

succesyors shall have been electad and qualtirfied, The
four Commissloners shall be elected to individusl Pleces,
dosignated by Numbers ONE, TWQ, THRER AND OUR, and for
the Clty at large. Hach Commisgsioners Place Ls Lo be a
separate and digtinct office, and the election bto each
numbhesred Place is to be considered as an elecbion to a
geparate and distinet office. Any fersan desiring to file
as a candlate for Commissioner shall designate in his
applicatlion the Place for which be wishes to run, and the
ballots will be drawn so as to show thae Places for whilch
the candldates are running.

ARTICLE II. 8ection 2, {(f) This subgfeclion section isg
an addition to the Charter.

The presenlt Commlgsloners Places are deslgnated asg
follows:

Ralph Clgneros Place Number One (1);
Gilbert Castaneda Place Number Two (2)}
Gene Smith Place Number Three (3)4
Joe Rodriguez Place Number Four (4),

Places one and two are to be filled by the regular
election Lo be held in 1971, and placeés three and four
are to be filled by bthe reqular electlon {o be held In
1973, and the two plmces for Commissloner are Lo be
filled in the same order esch btwo years. That is, a
regular election for Commissioner shall be held in April
af each odd numbered yesar at which btime twe Comumlssloners
will be elected to fill the Place held by the two Commiss-
koners who have held the two places for almosgt four years,

ARTICLE IV. Bectlons 5 and 6 are changed to read as
follows: .
Sectlon %. The full names of candidatas who have
iled their own petitions, or who have been nowinanted,
for Mayor or Coumissloner or Cliy Judge, in asccordance
with the provisions of thils Charter, except such as may
have withdrawn, died, or becoune ineiigible shall be
printed on the official ballots as oandida%es Tor sald
respective. offices or places, {dr the election at which
the office, Places, or offices arc to be filled, which
officlial ballots shall be printed at least 21 days
Lefore the electlon, so as to provide for absentes
volbing ag provided by law, On each offlclal ballot




where officers are to be elected there shall be printed

on the left hand sids of {he name of each candidate a

and there shall be printed below the words "OFFICTAL
BALLOUY™ the following instruetion "Yote for the Candidate
of your choice in each race by placing an X In the square
besglde Lthe candldate's name.” B8ald ballol shall conform

to the Texas Rlection Code. The ballot for offfcials will
be for Lhe office to which an officlal i3 to be elscled ‘
and where Commlssioners are to be elected, the ballot w11
11st the candidates who have filed under each Commissioner's
Place whioh is vacant according to the place for which’

the candidale has filed. If there be more than one
candidate for any given office, the order in which their
hames are to appear on Ghe ballot shall be determined by
fair and impartial drawing by the City Secrstary, who

shall notify the candidates concerned the time and place

of such drawing; and each of gald candidates or his
desighated representative shall be entibtled to be present
and wltness such drawing. The Board of Commissionars

may, not later than 60 days before the elecktion, by order,
prescribe the method by whieh such drawings shail bea
conducted, and how the order of the names on the ballot
shall be éetermined, to insure fairness. Any such order

80 pagsed for any previous election, and that shall not
have been superseded by another order, shall govern

future drawings for sald purpose.

BLECTLION BY MAJORITY:

Bection 6,

(a} At the regular general municipal election or any
syecial elecblon held to fill vacancies occurring In the
City Commission,candidates for the offices of Mayor, City
Judge, and each Commissioners Place who recelve a majority
of' the vates of the olectors vobing in such election for
such office or such Place shall be declared elected. In
the event no candidate receives a majority of the votes
casl for the candldabtes ror the office or plave for which
he ls a candldate, the Board of Commissioners, alter
canvassing the vesults of such first elactlon as provided
by law shall cause the nameg of Lhe two (2) candidabas
recelving the highest number of votes to be placed on
the ballot o be voted upon at the sscond election or
run-off election, In the event of a tie by the two
high candidates in the first elaction, Lhen thers shall
ba a run-off or second electlon bebween the twe candldates
who have tle vobtes unless one of the two candidates
concedes Lo the other in which case ho gecond election for
sald office whall be reqguired. In Applying this rule as
to majority vote 1t is to be understood that each |
Comnissioners Place is a separate and disbinetl office, and
that ln £liing for electlon, preparin ballots, holding
the electlon, and declaring the resul%s, each Comwigsioners
Place its a separate and distinct office for which the
candidate or candldates for such office are running,
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That In the event it 1z necessary to have a run-off op

second election, sald election shall be held not less than
thirty (30) or nore than forty (40) days after the date when
the results of the first electlon are declared, ‘hat repgard-
less of the provisions of any other part of this charber

- and in ordser to correspond with the IFlection Codeé the date
a

for filing for office lg set at not more than 90 y# nhor
less than 30 days before such election, and this provision
prevalls over Bection 3 of this Artlele.”

YARTICLE I. Sectlon 2. 'That there shall be added to. Said
Article and Bectlion an additionsl parsgraph whlch shall beae
designated as paragraph ({) as follows;

(£) "he Board of Commissioners Ls aubhorized to approp-
rlate and spend money from the general fund of the City for
the purpose of establishing and/or walntaining a Board of
City Development or other similar organlzatlon under what-
soever name, devoted to the growth, advertisement, improve-
ment and increase of taxable valued of the Gity. This
subsectlan shall be interprated In sich a way as to aubhorize
the City to use funds from the general fund for advertising
and other means of development in order Lo ald and encourage

growth, developmant, and lmprovement of the resources of
the City.
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